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Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and ' :

Whereas, firefighters ‘need to implement changes in
protective clothing requirements prior to the heat associated
with summer; and

VVhereas, in” the judgment of the Leglslature,; these facts
create an émergency within the meanlng of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety, now, therefore,

‘Be it enacted by the People of the State of Mame as follows.

Sec. 1. 26 MRSA §2103, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 356,

is amended to read:

3. Protective clothing. Protective clothing consists of a’
coat and trousers or a coverall designed to provide body
protection from moisture, flames, radiant heat, contact with
caustic or toxic materials and other harmful ‘exposures to a
firefighter. Protective clothing may also consist of a coat and
3/4-length boots or other National Fire Protection Association

footwear when worn in conjunction with station uniforms complying
with National Fire Protection Association standards. Purchases

of new protective clothing by a fire department must meet or
exceed the National Fire Protection Association standards.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill provides firefighters with greater flexibility in
protective clothing while still ensurlng adequate safety. - It
remedies problems that firefighters in the State have with heat
stress due to the weight and mobility restrictions of present’
protective clothing.
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