MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




O

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1993

Legislative Document No. 1043
H.P. 770 House of Representatives, March 29, 1993

An Act Conceming the Definition of Compact Area for Municipalities.

Submitted by the Department of Transportation pursuant to Joint Rule 24.
Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed.

Presented by Representative BAILEY of Farmington.

Printed on recycled paper



10 -

12

14

16

18-

20

22
24
26
28
30

32

36

38

40

42

44

46

Be it enacted by Ithe People oﬂ" &he S&a&e of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §2502, Sulb §1, JJA and B, as enacted by PL
1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6,. are. amended to read:

A. The Department of Transportation, when the public way is
a state, stake--aid state-aid or £ederal--aid federal-aid
highway, except for state or state-aid state-aid highways in
" the: compact areas of mun1c1pa11t1es hav1ng a populatlon over
‘6,008 6.000; i i

B. The municipal officers or their designees, when the
public way is a city street or town way or a state or state
aid statg—alg hlghway in the compact areas. of municipalities
hav1ng ar populatlon over 5,000" 6,.000; and :

. Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §2502, sub=§2, as enacted by PL 1987, c.
141, Pt. A, §6, is amended to read:

2. Compact area. "Compact area” means an area within a

mun1c1pa11ty having a population over 5-000 6.000 where
structures on land adjacent to the highway are nearer than 200
feet apart for a distance of 1/4 Qfaanmile, .

_Sec. 3. 35-A MIRSA §2503, sub-§17, as enacted by PL 1987, c.

141, Pt. A, §6, is amended to read:

7. Relocatlon in certa1n mmn1c1pallt1es."TheLDepagtmeﬁt
of Transportatlon has the exclusive rights, powers and duties of
municipal officers under -section 2517 when state, stake--aid
state-aid and £ederal--aid federal-aid highways are affected,
except for state and state-aid state-aid highways in the compact

._An{”Qareas.pfwmunicipalities having a population over 5,000 6.000.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill causes the definition of "compact area" in  the

Maine Revised Statutes, Titles 23 and 35-A to agree. The
Department of Transportation feels this is necessary since Title
35-a, sections 2502 and 2503 establish utility 1licensing
authority between the department and municipal authorities
depending on the 1limits of compact areas. Because of the 2

differing definitions, some confusion has arisen, especially when -

the town population is between 5,000 and 6,000.
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