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·I·16th-MAI- E-LEGIS~[/A_TURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION~1993' -.-

Legislative Document No. 998 
. -

H.P.740 House of Representatives, March 23, 1993 

An Act to Promote Proper Anima] Health Care and to Rego1ate the 
Purchase and Sale of Hypodermic Needles and Syringes. 

Reference to the Committee on Agriculture suggested and ordered printed. . 

Presented by Representative DAGGETI of Augusta. 
Cosponsored by Senator PARADIS of Aroostook. 

Printed on recycled paper 



2 
'Bei~ enacted by thePeopAe of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §1808, first 1[, as amended by PL 1967, c. 204, 
4 is further amended to read: 

6 Ne A biological product eeH~aiHiH§--!iviH§--e~§aHisms--et 

vi~Qses . capable of eliciting an immunological response offered 
8 for use in· the treatment or prevention of diseases of domestic 

animals shall may not be produced, sold, distributed, imported 'or 
10 used within the State, or imported into the State for sale, 

distribution or use unless approval and written permission has 
12 first been obtained from the commissioner, or his the 

commissioner's agent in charge of livestock sanitary work, for 
14 the distribution and use of sQeh that product. The commissioner 

or his the counselor's agent has the right to refuse permission 
16 for sQeh distribution, sale, importation or use of any such 

product wi thin the State, and may requi re reporting of sale, 
18 distribution, importation or use of any such product within the 

State, if permission is granted. 
20 

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §13787, sub-§§1 and 3, as enacted by PL 1987, 
22 c. 710, §5, are amended to read: 
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1. Possession. A hypodermic apparatus. may be possessed by a 
practitioner, .£ funeral director, .£ nurse, .£ manufacturer or 
dealer in embalming supplies, .£ wholesale druggist, .£ 

manufacturing pharmacist, .£ pharmacist, .£ manufacturer of 
surgical instruments, a farmer for use on that farmer's animals 
or poultry, an employee of an incorporated hospital acting under 
official direction, .£ carrier or messenger engaged in the 
transportation of a hypodermic apparatus as an agent of any of 
the persons named in this subsection, employees of scientific 
research laboratories, employees of educational institutions, 
employees of an agency or organization duly authorized by the 
board or a person who has received a written prescription issued 
under subsection 2. 

38 3. Hypodermic apparatus. As used in this section, 
"hypodermic apparatus" has the meaning set forth in Title 17 -A, 

40 section 1101, subsection 2T-~-·Uia~--i-1:--.e.-e-e-s--:ae-1;--i-ncl-ude--a 

sytiH§eT-Heea!e-et-iHS~tQffieH~-Eet-QSe-eH-Eatm-aHima!s-aHa-FeQ!~ty. 
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Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §§13787-A and 13787-:8 are enacted to read: 

§13787-A. Sale of hypodermic apparatus 

I. Definitions. As used in this section L 

context otherwise indicates L the following terms 
following meanings. 
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A."Health care facility" means :allfacilities described in 
Title 22, sect.ion· 303 and any other facilitydi:!signated. by 
the commissioner as a health· care facility for purposes of 
this section. 

B. "Health ·care practitioner"has the same meaning as 
"practitioner" in section 13702, subsection 23. 

C. "Hypodermic apparatus" has the meaning set forth in 
Ti tIe 17 -A, section 1101, subsection 2. 

2. Sale authorized. Hypodermic apparatus may be sold by 
the following persons. 

A. A health care facility or health care provider may sell 
hypodermic apparatus to a patient of that facility or 
provider for use by that patient. 

B. A licensed pharmacist may sell hypodermic apparatus to 
any person authorized to possess that apparatus in section 
13787. 

C. A manufacturer, wholesaler or retailer licensed by the 
board may sell to any person authorized· to possess the 
apparatus in section 13787, provided the rules of the board. 
authorize those sales. 

3. License to sell hypodermic apparatus. The board shall 
establish by rule a process to license hypodermic apparatus 
manufacturers, wholesalers and retail sales outlets other than 
pharmacies, health care facilities and health care practitioners. 

§13787 B. Disposal of hypodermic apparatus 

Hypodermic apparatus must be disposed of in accordance with 
rules adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection 
pursuant to Title 38, section 1319-0. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

Current law requires approval of the Commissioner of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources for the sale of animal 
vaccines and other biological products that contain live 
organisms. This bill expands that regulation to biological 
products that contain dead organisms. 

The bill also amends the law 
apparatus, such as needles and syringes. 
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regulating hypodermic 
The Maine Criminal Code 



prohibits a .. person. from pqs.sessipg,. selling or furnishing 
2 .... hypodermic; apparatus; wJthout specific statlltory .. authorizatiqn. 

:. 'l'he. Mi3.ine~ Pharma,cy. ·Act "permits. cert.a}:Il EeFs0!ls to possess 
4 hypodermic apparatus, but does not addres? .th.e .. question of who 

may sell hypodermic apparatus. This bill clarifies that farmers 
.. 6 are permitted to .:possesshypode.rmic. apparatus for use on their 

own farm~. animalsandpo:ultry., .Th~. pil.1-. also .... specifies who may 
8 sell hypodermic apparatus, including pharmacies, health care 

facilities. and practitioners" .... !;uch: . as physicians and 
10 veterinarians, " and ... Illanufac~ur:ers,.wholesalers ap..d .retail outlets 

licensed by the Board of Commissioners of the Profession of 
~2 Pharm~cy. 

..Page .. ~ 3....,LR0952 (1) 

L.D. 998 

-


