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Be it enacted by the People of thé State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c. 1057, first 3 lmes are repealed and the

following enacted in their place:

CHAPTER 1057

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT COUNCILS

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §§3871 and 3872, as enacted by PL 1985, c.
483, are amended to read:

§3871. Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to fenceurage and maintain
coordinated community‘ efforts in each dpﬁntz to prevent child
abuse and neglect and to ensure adequate intervention and
treatment for abused and neglected children and their families.

§3872. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless ﬁfhe context indicates
otherwise, the following terms have the following meanings.

coordinating-eommitiee!-means- & -community- -couneil--or-organisgation
ereakted- te—%uuxnaﬁgﬁy—and eeordinakte- community- efforts -to-prevent
and-—te——ia%ﬁﬁk-AH}hh}——abuse——ané——4mgﬂfﬁﬁr—4ﬁu}—swh}&b——p£ev&ées
gontinueus-year-round-gervicer

1-A. Child abuse and neglect council. "Child abuse and

neglect council" means a community organization that provides
continuous year-round service as a county's primary organization
that serves to encourage and coordinate community efforts im
primary prevention and the treatment of child abuse and neglect.

2. - FPiscal agent. "Fiscal agent" means an incorporated
community organization, agency or institution designated by the

community--coordinating -committee child abuse and neglect council

‘and authorized by the Department of Human Services to receive and

distribute grants to that ecemmunity--ecoordinating -committee child
abuse and neglect council.

3. Maine Association of Child Abuse and Neglect Councils.
"Maine Association of Child Abuse  and Neglect €euneil Councils"
means the statewide organization whiek-is composed of a majority
of the community-coordinating-committees child abuse and neglect
councils. The “association shall have at least one representative
from each member eemmittee council. The _association ~shall
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establlsh standards of practice by which it may evaluate the
effectiveness of each individual council's strategies to combat
child abuse and neglect and also maintain a statewide network
that works to develop statewide plans and effective
implementation strategies.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §3872-A is enacted to read:

872-A. Child abuse and neglect council's res onsibilities
1. Dutles. A child abuse_ and neglect counc11 shall assess

and mqnltor the extent and causes of c¢hild abuse and neglect in
its county and carry out the following activities.

A. Coordinate services, wutilizing community, state and
federal resources to ensure that direct services are being
provided to children and families. .

B. Pro?ide training to professionals who deal directly with
children and families.

C. Provide educatlon and awareness concerning child abuse -
and neglect and its greventlon.

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §§3873 and 3874, as enacted by PL 1985, c.

483, are amended to read:

§3873. Authorization for expenditure of funds

The Cemmissiener-of--Human -Servieces-may department and other
state agencies shall, from funds authorized to the department and
state agencies, make grants to inecorporated---community
coordinating-committees the child abuse and neglect councils or

fiscal agents to further the purposes of this chapter.

1. Grants. Grants shall must be made on a competitive
basis according to rules adopted or amended by the commissioner.
Grants in excess of $15,000 shail must be made on a one-to-one
matching basis with contributions from the community. Communi ty
contributions may be donations of cash ‘or may be in-kind in-kind
contributions, as determined by departmental rule.

2. Distribution of gramts. Grants shall must be awarded to
support existing ecemmurity--coordinating -committees child sbuse
and neglect councils and to assist the establishment of new
community---coordinating --cemmittees ‘child abuse and neglect

councils. It is the intent of this chapter to support a

‘statewide network of cemmunity-eceerdinating -committees -by-the-end
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of--£iseal-year--1987 child abuse and neglect councils in each
county. 7 -

3. Consultation with Maine Association of Child Abuse and
Neglect Councils. The Maine Association of Child Abuse and
Neglect Geurmeil Councils shall advise the department regarding
the distribution of grants before any grants are awarded. The

Maine Association of Child Abuse and Neglect Councils, in

- conjunction ‘’ with the department, shall develop a plan

establishing a statewide strateqgy for child abuse and neglect

prevention. -in local counties and communities. This plan must be

implemented at least one month before January 1., 1994 and updated

annually. - Grants must be awarded in accordance with the goals
and strategies set out in the plan. ‘

§3874. Fiscal agents

A fiscal agent receiving grants under this chapter shall act
only in an administrative capacity to receive and distribute
grant money to the community--coordinating-cemmittee child abuse
and neglect councils, as described in the rules promulgakted
adopted by the department for regulating the local administration
of these programs.

Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §3875, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 483, is

repealed.

Sec. 6. 22 MIRSA §3875-A is enacted to read:
§3875-A. Child abuse and neglect councils:; membership

The - child abuse and neglect councils are responsible for
governing .the community programs under this chapter. Each

council shall establish a governing board of directors. The
board must be diverse with broad-based participation in each

county. ~Terms of the directors and methods of appointment or

election of members must be determined by the child abuse and
neglect council's bylaws. ’ .

Sec. 7. 22 MRSA §3876, as enacted to read by PL 1985, c. 483,
is repealed.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This -bill makes the following changes to the Maine Revised

. Statutes, Title 22, chapter 1057 regarding the prevention of

child abuse--and neglect.
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1. The Eill establishes the child abuse and neglect
councils, formerly known as community coordinating committees.

) 2. The bill recognizes the existence of and need for a
child abuse and neglect council in every county.

3. This bill requires the Department of Human Services in
coordination with the Maine Association of Child Abuse and
Neglect Councils to develop a child abuse and neglect prevention

plan.

4. The bill clarifies the duties of the Maine Association
of Child Abuse and Neglect Councils and of each council within a
community.
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