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ISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1993

Legislative Document | | No. 880

S.P. 293 In Senate, March 15, 1993

An Act to Establish a Limit on Noneconomic Damages in Medical
Malpractice Actions.

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.

JOY J. O’'BRIEN '
Secretary of the Senate
Presented by Senator BERUBE of Androscoggin.

Cosponsored by Senators: CIANCHETTE of Somerset, HANLEY of Oxford, Representative:
GRAY of Sedgwick.
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Be it enacted by thé People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 24 MRSA c. 21, sub-c. X is enacted to read:
| SUBCHAPTER X
LIMITS ON NONECONOMIC DAMAGES

2995 Limi on_noneconomic damage

"No o) ic a es' e subijec e ec
damage arisin £ ai eri ngo enc
physical impairment, disfigurement, mggtal anguish,

motional stress oss _of society and companio os
consortium injur to reputation humi iation other
nonpecuniary damages and any other theory of da e ch _as
fear of illne or injur
2. imitation. In an action fo rofessional negligence
defined in section 2502, the noneconomic damages awg;ggd to_a
revaili a ma ot excee 50.00 the i of the
actlon is by a jury, jury m z not Q ;gformg@_gj_;@__jkm@gg
awa limitati o tab11 h d in t ec he ward
otal d in exce 25 0 the ¢ t all dir
to_e tab ish the ortio of t da e warde

is noneconomic damages. If the portion that is noneconomic
educ he i

damages excee 250,00 the ¢

4a e wa da o_th a nt a r
warranted by exercise of the powers described in subgection 3,
3. Court's powgrg. Nothing in thig section is intended to

eliminate the court's Dowg g of additur and remittitur with
regard to all damages., except to J&g_ggEQQL_LEQQ~&L“_EQ_§L_Q£

additur is limited with regard to noneconomic
limitation established in su ction 2.

lication. Thi ecti es t lc W ‘
notices of claim are filed after the effective date of thig
section.
STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill sets a limit of $250,000 on noneconomic damages in
medical liability actions. Under this bill, a plaintiff is still
entitled to the full economic 1loss, Aincluding all medical
expenses, rehabilitation services, custodial care, loss
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of earnings and earning capacity, loss of income and any other
verifiable monetary losses.
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