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Be it enacted by the People gx_f‘i‘;t'li)e'f‘St‘ate of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §956 1s é.:n,ended to read:
§956. Resignation or removal}>deposit of records

"On the resignation or removal from office of any  notary

fpubllc, his-the notary's 3 records shall must beé éepes&teé-w&th ~the

elerk--of - the——}ué}ekal -gourts--ia--the - -county -£for-vwhich - he--was
appeinted transferred to the custody of the State Archivist. Any
notary public who shall, for a period of 3 months, negleet
neglects to comply with sueh this requirement and any
administrator or executor representing a deceased notary public .
who shall, for a period of 3 months, negleet neglects to comply
with sueh this requirement shall-fézfeit forfeits not less than
$50 nor more than $500.

STATEMENT OF FACT

Current statutory Ilanguage requires that the records of a
resigning mnotary public be ' deposited with the clerk of the
judicial courts in the county for which the notary publlc was

appointed. This’ language raises gquestions as to whether the
_intent is for these records to be deposited in the District Court

or in the Superior Court, and also as to whether - the records

' properly Belong with the courts at all.

This legislation tracks the language of the archives law, in
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 95, subsection 10,

'concerniﬁg the public records of any public office and requires
.that -public records be transferred to the custody of the State

Archivist upon ‘the termination of the existence or function of

the. publlc offlce.»
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