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116th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION",1993 

H..egislative Documellll1l: No. 771 

S.P.252 In Senate, March 4, 1993 

An Act 11:0 &manre V mel'S' Rights Dn BlIIldget Approval of School 
DjstricH.s. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Reference to the Committee on Education suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator TITCOMB of Cumberland. 

9tf)lJ~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Cosponsored by Senators: O'DEA of Penobscot, VOSE of Washington, Representatives: 
BRUNO of Raymond, KUTASI of Bridgton, PLOURDE of Biddeford. 
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JEmell"gency pll"eambDe. Whell"eas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 
as emergencies; and 

Whell"eas, under current law, a school administrative district 
6 budget that has been rejected by the voters goes into effect 

unless a subsequent budget is proposed and passed prior to July 
8 1st; and 

10 Whell"eas, the voters do not have the expertise to create an 
alternative proposal, thus limiting their input in the budget 

12 process; and 

14 Wllnell"eaS, this bill provides for an incentive to the school 
board and school management to propose an alternative that is 

16 likely to more closely resemble a compromise solution; and 

18 Wllnell"eas, it is necessary that this legislation take effect 
prior to July 1st, the deadline for approval of school 

20 administrative district budgets; and 

22 Wlhtell"eaS, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

24 Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

26 safety; now, therefore, 
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Be id ell1lade<dl by tllne PeojplDe off dllne State of Maune as ffollllows: 

Sec. 11. 20aA MRSA §J!.308, as amended by PL 1991, c. 429, §3, 
is further amended to read: 

§1308. Failure to pass b~dqet 

If a budget for the operating of the district is not 
36 approved prior to July 1st, the budget as sHami~~eQ-~~~-a9aFQ 

9~--QiFee~9Fs approved by the voters for the prior year is 
38 automatically considered the budget approved for operational 

expenses for the ensuing year or until a budget is approved by 
40 the voters pursuant to section 15617, subsection 2, paragraph D. 

In districts with line-item budgets, only those line items 
42 rejected by the voters are funded at the prior year's amount. 

All other lines are funded in the amounts approved by the voters, 
44 except that, when the school board delays the school budget 

meeting in accordance with section 15617, subsection 2, paragraph 
46 C, the operating budget must be approved within 30 days of the 

date the commissioner notifies the school board of the amount 
48 allocated to the school unit under section 15613 or the budget 

sHam,i,~~eQ--by-~~-Q,i,Fee~9Fs approved by the voters for the prior 
50 ~ becomes the operating budget for the next school year. 
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Sec. 2. 20mA MR.SA §15617, subm§2, 1JD is enacted to read: 

D. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, in 
school administrative units where the school budget is 
rejected by the voters, a special budget meeting, called in 
accordance with section 15618, subsection 2, paragraphs A to 
C may consider another budget offered by the school board. 
If accepted by the voters, the budget becomes the operating 
budget for the next school year. 

JEmeJl"gell1lcy clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

Under current law, a school administrative district budget 
that has been rejected by the voters goes into effect unless a 
subsequent budget is proposed and passed prior to July 1st, or if 
the school board delays the budget meeting pursuant to the Maine 
Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15617. This bill provides 
for an incentive to the school board and school manag'ement to 
propose an alternative budget that is likely to m0re closely 
resemble a compromise solution than automatically adopting the 
new budget that has been rejected by the voters. 
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