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116th MAl E.LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION=1993 

Legislative Docmnellllt No. 756 

H.P.559 House of Representatives, March 2, 1993 

An Act to Qarify the Child and Family Services and Child P.rotection 
Act. 

Submitted by the Department of the Attorney General pursuant to Joint Rule 24. 
Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

(;).~ 
Presented by Representative FAIRCLOTH of Bangor. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the JPeopDe of the St3l1e ofr'MaRne as fr'oDHows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §4Q05a A9 as a:mended by PL 1991, c. 176, §l, 
4 is further amended to read: 

6 §4005-A. Foster parents right to standing and intervenor status 
in child protection proceedings 

8 
1. Definition. As used in this section, unless the context 

10 indicates otherwise, the following terms have the following 
meanings. 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

A. "Foster parent" means a person who has had a child in 
h;is that person's home for at least one year and wha--has 
~eee;ivee-~-~iG&a&&-~e~-~-~am;i*y-~~~--hGm&-a£-~-~-;iR 

seet;ieR-g*Q*T-SQeseet;ieR-~T-e~-whe-;is-a-~e*at;iveTl 

(1) Has received a license for a family foster home as 
defined in section 8101, subsection 3: or 

(2) Is a relative. 

2. Petition. A foster parent may petition for standing and 
intervenor status in any child protection proceeding under this 
chapter regarding a foster child that lives or has lived in the 
foster parent's home. ~he--&t,a::eG.i-~--and---i-nt.~-¥&.n€H:'--£-t.a-t.-Q£--;is 

*;im;itee-te--t.ha-t.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~y-t,he-eeQ~tT 

The court shall determine the type and duration of the 
intervention and specify the nature of the intervention. 

3. Criteria. The court shall make a determination whether 
32 to grant standing based on the strength and duration of the 

relationship between the foster parents and the child and allow 
34 intervention only if it determines that intervention is in the 

best interests of the child. 
36 

38 STA TEMJENT OF FACT 

40 The purpose of this bill is to clarify the current law 
allowing limited intervention in child protection cases. The 

42 bill requires the court to determine when intervention will occur 
and ensures that intervention will occur only when the court 

44 determines that the intervention is in the child's best interests. 
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