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116th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSIONc 1993 

Legislative Document No. 725 

S.P.232 In Senate, March 2, 1993 

An Act Regaromg the Use of Alternate Jurol£'S. 

Reference to the Committee on JUdiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator CONLEY of Cumberland. 

Printed on recycled paper 

9rP()~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Manl!lle as foRRows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §1204l, 311"d en, as amended by PL 1967, c. 441, 
4 §3, is further amended to read: 

6 Whenever by reason of the prospective length of a civil 
trial or other civil cause the court in its discretion shall-aeem 

8 determines it advisable, it may direct that jurors in addition to 
the regular panel be called and impaneled to sit as alternate 

10 jurors. SHeh The alternate jurors in the order in which they are 
called shall replace jurors whoT--p-r-~--t-e--l:he--t::-ime---t-he--~HFY 

12 Fel:iFes-l:e-eeas~aeF-il:s-ve~aieI:T become unable or disqualified to 
perform their duties. SHeh The alternate jurors shaJ..J.--Be are 

14 drawn in the· same manner, shall have the same qualifications, 
shaJ.J.--Be ~ subj ect to the same examination and challenges, 

16 shall take the same oath and shall have the same functions, 
powers, facilities and privileges and maY-Be are subject to the 

18 same obligations and penalties as jurors on the regular panel. 
Aa-~-t~~~-~~r-whe-~-n&~-~eFJ.a€e-~-~YFeF-~£-~~-Fe~YlaF 

20 Faael-~~.J.-~-&bsehaF~ea-whe~--t~-~YFy-~e£4~es--t~~a&~r-il:s 

veFaiel:~ The Supreme Judicial Court shall By-~yJ.e-F~ev4ae adopt 
22 rules providing for the number of alternate jurors, the manner of 

exercising all challenges to alternate jurors, and the order and 
24 number of challenges to alternate jurors. 
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STATlEMENT OF FACT 

This bill amends current law by removing language that 
prohibits the seating of an alternate juror once the jury has 
retired to consider its verdict, thereby permitting the Supreme 
Judicial Court to adopt a rule governing the procedure for 
seating an alternate juror under such circumstances. Al though 
such occasions arise infrequently, there are a number of reasons 
that might prevent a regular juror from continuing to serve, such 
as illness, accident or weather. This bill may prevent the 
declaration of mistrial and avoid the expenses associated with 
conducting a new trial in such circumstances. 
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