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116th MAl LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1993 

l.egislativeDocmnem No. 546 

H.P.427 House of Representatives, February 18, 1993 

An Act Relating to the Theft of Utility Services. 

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

tJ.~ 
Presented by Representative KETTERER of Madison. 
Cosponsored by Representative: PLOWMAN of Hampden, Senator: BALDACCI of Penobs·cot. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enaded by the People off the State off Maine as ffoUUows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 17aA MRSA §357;.A, sllDb-§3, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 
4 668, §1, is amended to read: . 

6 3. Proof that utility services have been improperly 
diverted, or that devices belonging to the utility and installed 

8 for the delivery, regulation or measurement of utilIty services 
have been interfered with, constitutes prima facie evidence that 

10 the person to whom the utility service is thereby being delivered 
or diverted knowingly created or caused to be created the 

12 condition so proved. 

14 This presumption does not apply unless the eeHa~~~en-wbieb-feFms 
BHe-~~-&~-~he-~~~-Has-~~tt~-B&r-eRe-~~-FeaeiH§ 

16 FeFiee-feF-wh~~h-~~~~~~-geea-SeHB person to whom the utility 
service is being delivered has been furnished the service for at 

18 least one billing cycle. 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 
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The existing law relating to theft of utility services 
creates a presumption, upon proof that the utility services have 
been improperly interfered with or diverted, that the 
interference or' diversion was knowing. This bill clarifies the 
intent of the provision requlrlng utilities to allow new 
customers one billing cycle before the presumption can apply. As 
currently worded, the law could be construed to require the 
utility, in every case, to allow the theft to continue for a full 
billing cycle before the presumption would apply. 
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