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FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1993

" Legislative Document No.324

H.P. 245 House of Representatives, February 4, 1993

An Act to Clarify the Rights of Water Utilities with Respect to Water
Lines Passing in or through Railroad Rights-of-way.

Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered pririted.

JOSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative FARNSWORTH of Hallowell.
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i water:

Be it enacted by the People oﬂhe "Stalte of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA §7157 1s enacted to read:
§7157. Water utility easementv

Whengver the Department of Transnortatlon acqulres any

utl;ltv for the ’Durposes, of fcpnstructlon,‘ﬂusé ‘and
maintenance by the utlllty of its facilities as negesgary to
provide service is established in and through all real property
acquired by the department from the railroad. Easements under
this sectlon are established in all rallroad line real properties
acquired 'by the department .after the "effective. date of this
section and all railroad 1line real properties acquired prior to
the effective date of this section and held by the department on

the effective date of this section. For the purposes of thlSH>‘

section, "water wutility'" has the same meanlnq as Dr0V1ded
Title 35-A, section 102.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill ensures that public water utilities retain rights
to use and maintain water utility facilities running in or
through railroad 1lines when those lines are purchased .by the.
Department of Transportation. This bill is designed to address
those situations in which the department has acquired railroad
lines and then charged water utilities fees for licenses to use
and maintain existing water lines.
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