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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §753, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1991, c. 466,
§29 is further amending by amending the first paragraph to read:

3. Application or request received. On .receipt of a
completed application_orva request for an absentee ballot signed
by the applicant, the clerk may immediately send or deliver an
absentee ballot and return envelope to the applicant or to a 3rd
person designated in the application or request. In order ‘to
secure an absentee ballot, the designated 3rd person or persons
must be the applicant's spouse; the applicant's blood relative or
guardian; the absentee ballot c¢lerk: or 2 persons, each
representing one of the 2 major _political parties. The
appointment of representatives from the 2 major political parties
proceeds. as follows: the clerk shall notify. the chairs of the
city committees representing the 2 major political parties that a

certain number of representatives. is needed to secure .absentee
ballots; the chairs 'shall each submit to the clerk a 1list of

names totaling the number of representatives reguested: and the
clerk shall notify those named represéntatives of their appointed
duty. The clerk may not deliver an absentee ballot to any 3rd
person whose name appears on an absentee ballot. The clerk may
not deliver to a 3rd person any absentee ballot requested under
subsection 2-A. If a municipal election is to be held on the
same date as a statewide election, absentee ballots for the

_municipal and statewide election may be issued in’ response to the

same application. The clerk shall issue to any 3rd person
designated in an application or request only enough absentee
ballots to insure that that person will not have more than 10
absentee ballots for voters in a municipality at any time. A 3rd
person must, unléess good cause is shown, return an absentee
ballot to the clerk's office within the time 1limits provided in
section 755. The clerk shall include a ballot application to be
completed by the person who signed only a written réquest, unless

. the written request is sufficient under subsection 2. The clerk

shall type or writé in ink the name and the legal address of the
person for whom the absentee ballot is intended in the upper left
hand section of all return envelopes.

Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA §753, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1985, c. 357,

- §§10 and 19, is further amended to read:

4. Assistance to certaim voters. A voter who is unable to
read or complete hkis an application because of his physical
disability, illiteracy or religious faith, may request anethesr
persern the voter's spouse: a blood relative or guardian; the
absentee ballot clerk: or 2 persons, ether--than-+the--wveokter's
employer—-or--agent-of--that-employer-or-officer--or-agent--of-the
votex'ls--union each representing one. of the 2 major political

parties pursuant to subsection 3, to assist kim in completing the
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application. That The aide or aides may read the application to
the wvoter or sign it, or Dboth, according to the voter's
instructions, or may assist hkim the voter in signing the
application. When an aide assists a voter in this way, the aide
must write on the application that ke the aide has so assisted
the voter in signing the application, the reason the voter was
unable to complete or sign the application, or Dboth, and must

sign his-name the application.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill restricts who may deliver absentee ballots to
voters and who may return those ballots to the town clerk to the
following persons: the voter's spouse; a blood relative or
guardian; the - absentee ballot clerk; or 2 ©persons, each
representing one of the 2 major political parties.
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