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116th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1993 

Legislative Document No. 188 

H.P.143 House of Representatives, January 28,1993 

An Act to Establish en. Minimum Age Limit on the Use of All-terrain 
Vehicles. 

Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed. 

tJ.~ 
Presented by Representative MORRISON of Bangor. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: ADAMS of Portland, CAMPBELL of Holden, CLARK of 
Millinocket, GOULD of Greenville, HOLT of Bath, WINN of Glenburn, Senator: VOSE of 
Washington. 
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IRe it enacted by the People oftbeStateof Manne as follows: 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7857; slllIb-§13, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1989, c. 493, §67, is amendedt.ci.read: 

6 13. Unlawfully operating ATV while under age. A person is 

8 
~ ,.: 

10 

12 

14 

.1.6. 

18-; . 

guilty of unlawfully operating an ATV while under age, if: 

A'~ ~'Thatperson is u:rlder the age of lQ 12 years; . 

B. That person is under the age of 15 years and operates an 
ATV across any public way maintained for travel; e~ 

c .. ~ That person 115 . under 15 years of. age and operates an ATV 
while unaccompanied by an adultTL-Q£ 

D. That person is under the age of 16 years and operates an 
ATV with an engine size greater than 90 cubic ceritimeters. 

20 ... Nob;;ithstanding this . subsection, persons over the age of 12 
years, . who have successfully completed a training course approved 

22 by the.de.partment pursuant to section 7853, may cross public ways 
as permitted under sdbsection 24, paragraph D~ subparagraph (1), 

24 provided that they are accompanied by an adult. 

26 

28 

A-Fe~6eH-4£-~-~~~~~~~f~~~~F&~~-a~-A~V-wbi±e-YHee~ 
a~e--i:-f-:-.-1:-ha-1:--Fe:££€l£--i-s--eFe~at.iH~--€ffi--±a-Be--whl-€-h-.-i-&-ew£e€l--by--t.se 

FaFeHt;':::e~..:~Yil~eiaH":eE-t.se-~FeFat.eFT . 

30 Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7857, slllIb-§13-A, as amended by PL 1989, c. 
493, §68 ,.is further amended to read: 

32 
13-A.,.·Operating ATV without certificate of training. A 

34 person is . gu:i1ty;'-e-K-e-ept.--as--p-F-G-v-iGed--iH-~-i-€ffi--64-r-FaFa13FaFS 
lh of operating an ATV without a certificate of training, if that 

36 person is urtder 16 years of age and operates an ATV without 
having successfully completed a training course approved by the 

38.. . .departlllent pursuant t-o section ·7853. 

40 Sec. 3; 12MRSA §7857,slllIb-§14, as amended by PL 1985;· c762, 
§15, is further amended to read: 

42 
14. Permitting unaccompanied child to operate ATV. A 

44 person is guiltYT-e-K-€-ept.--as--pF-G-v-14e4-iH-~-i-€ffi--~r-FaFa13FaFS 
ET of permitting an unaccompanied child to operate an ATV, if se 

46 that person permits a child under 15 years of age to operate any 
ATV, unless se that child is accompanied by an adult. 

48 
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Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §7857, sub-§14-A, as enacted by PL 19S9, c 
493, §69, is amended to read: 

14-A. Permitting child under 12 years to operate ATV. A 
person is guiltYT--e*eeF~--as--F~e~iaea--iB--sHasee~ieB--64T of 
permi tting a child under the age of lQ II to operate an ATV, if 
that person permits a child under the age of lQ 12 to operate an 
ATV. 

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §7857, sub-§24, tffE, as amended by PL 19S5, c. 
762, §21, is repealed. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill amends laws pertaining to ,age limitations· on ATV 
operation by raising the minimum age for operating an ATV from 10 
to 12 years; prohibiting a person between the ages of 12 and 16 
years from operating an ATV with an engine size greater than 90 
cubic centimeters; and expanding age restrictions to apply to 
ATV's operated on all private and public land in this State. 
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