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L.D. 139 

(Filing No. H-114 ) 

STATE,OFMAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

116TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to 
to Increase the County Share 
Surcharge Fund" 

H.P. 97, L.D. 139, aill, "An Act 
of the Government Operations 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its 
place the following: 

'Sec. 1. 4MRSA §1057, as amended by PL' 1991, c. 733, §3, is 
further ame'nded to read: 

§10578 County Government Operations Surcharge Fund 

Ie Fund established. There is he~eBY established a fund to 
be known as the County Government Operations Surc~arge Fund. 
This fund must be maintain~d by the Treasurer of State for the 
sole purpose of reimbursing counties for costs associated with 
operations of the jail county law enforcement system. 

2. Surcharge imposed. A surcharge of 10% must be added to 
every fine, forfeiture or penalty imposed by any court in this 
State, which, for the purposes of collection and collection 
procedures, is considered a part of the fine, forfeiture ,or 
penalty. All funds collected as a result of this surcharge must 
be deposited monthly in the County Government Operations 
Surcharge Fund. 

30 Reimbursement to counties. Monthly, the Treasurer of 
State shall make payments from thi&-.f-HBS the County Government 
Operations Surcharge Fund to each county in the same proportion 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 97, L.D. 139 

as the teta;!, amount pa~a--t-o--that of· revenue obtained by the 
courts of each county EFeHi bears to the total amel:u~1;-.a-e:E'e~4teEl 

~Bte-the-fliBEl obtained from all courts during the previous fiscal 
year eBEl~B~-.J.un.e--J.Q.r--l~--:ee.a.~s--.t.tl-:-the--.t..g.t.a.,l-~-ElepesiteEl 

~Bte-the-~li~e-~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~-J.Q.r-1991, except 
that a county may not receive an amount greater than the prior 
year' s expenditures on it~--j-ai-11aw enforcement services. The 
amount of total payments made to counties must equal 2<J.o of the 
total fines, forfeitures and penalties, including this surcharge, 
received by the Treasurer of State,' E:i:Acept that beginning July 1, 
1995, the percent of the total fines, forfeitures and penalties, 
including the su'rcharge, paid to the counties must increase by 1% 
each year until all money paid into the fund is paid to the 
counties or an amount equal to' the county's prior year's 
expenditures on law enforcement services has been paid to each 
county. ne Any balance rema~n~ng in the CouIlll Government 
Operations Surcharge Fund at the end of each month must accrue to 
the General Fund .. 

FISCAL NOTE 

The increase of the counties' percentage share of the total 
fines, "forfeitures and penalties including the 10°';' surcharge by 
1~ each year beginning in fiscal year 1995-96 will reduce future 
General Fund revenues. Each percentage increase in the .percent 
s"et aside in the dedicated account for reimbursement of county 
jail and law enforcement services represents a reduction of 
General Fund revenues of approximately $200,000 based on fiscal 
year 1993-94 estimates.' 

34 STATEMENT OF FACT 

36 This amendment changes the name of the Government Operations 
Surcharge Fund to the County Government Operations Surcharge 

38 Fund. The amendment changes the distribution of money from the 
fund to counties to more accurately reflect the intent expressed 

40 in the original iaw, which is to use the funds for the sole 
purpose of reimbursing counties for costs associated with the 

42 operation of . the county j ail system and other law enforcement 
services. 

44 
The current 10'1t, surcharge on court fines remains in place. 

46 Those funds are paid into the County Government Operations 
Surcharge Fund. Currently 2'1t, of the total funds collected 

48 through fines and the surcharge are paid out of the fund to the 
counties each month. The amendment increases the percentage of 

.50 total collections that is returned to the counties by l~b each 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A;' to H. P. 97, L . D . 13 9 

year, beginning July 1, 1995, until all the money collected 
through the surcharge is returned to the counties. 

The amendment changes the method of determining the 
counties' shares of the fund. Currently, 1991 is used as the 
base year and each county receives the same percentage of the 
fund as it received in 1991. The amendment bases the 
distribution of current funds on the percentage of court 
collections received by each county in the previous year. 

The amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill. 

Reported by the Minority of the Committee on State and Local Government 
Re'produced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House 
AprilS, 1993 (Filing No., H-114) 
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