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L.D. 37 

(Filing No. H- 44 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

116TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" ft.. to H .. P. 34, L.D. 37, Bill, 
to Amend the Laws Safeguarding Production of Ground Water" 

"An Act 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its 
place the following: 

'Sec. 1. 32MRSA §3501, sub-§6 is enacted to read: 

6~ Installation of well pumpS 0 A person licensed under 
this subchapter who performs the initial installation of a pump 
in a well, as defined in section 4 700-E, subsection 8, shall 
install that pump in compliance with the code of performance 
adopted by the Maine Water Well Drilling Commission pursuant to 
section 4700-H, subsection 5. Any person licensed under this 
subchapter who performs the initial installation of a water well 
pump in violation of that code of performance commits a civil 
violation punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000. 

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §4700·E, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
455, Pt. B, §1, is amended to read: 

1. Apprentice well driller 0 "Apprentice well driller" 
means a person who is engaged ;i,R-.J-eai:"-ni~-a:aG-a-6-6-:i-6-t.-:i£~--in--tRe 

a~;i,±±;i,R~-e~-~.J~~-~~-1a&~~~~Bg-e~-¥Hffi¥S to work at and learn 
the trade of well drillina under the direct supervision of a 
master or journeyman well driller. 

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §4700·E, sub-§3-A is enacted to read: 

3-A. Geotechnical driller. "Geotechnical driller" means a 
person doing the work of drilling, driving or boring ground water 
monitoring wells. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 34, L.D. 37 

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §4700ftE, sUlb-§§4, 5 and 7 to 9, as enacted by PL 
1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, are amended to read: 

4. Journeyman well driller. "Journeyman well driller" 
means a person wae-€aB-w~k-~~~-~~~~r~~~~-a-mas~e~ 
El~i±±e~ doing the wo~1c of drilling, driving or boring wells who 
is in the employment of a master well driller. 

5. Master well driller. "Master well driller" means aB 
iBEliviElQa±-~~~~~-&aG&r-~a4£-~~--~e-£~~¥~£€-~~-ae~Qa± 

El~i±±iB~--~~~~7--~int~~--eFaeF--a~--~~-~r~~~~~--si~eT 

eeBS~~Qe~---We±±6---~£---~--~~~~~--~r---aaG---aeeeF~ 

~esFeasi:ai±4~ie6---E-o-r---t-hat---saFeFvisieB a person, firm or 
corporation engaged in the business of drilling, drivin~ 

boring wells. The registration of a master well driller under 
this chapter must specify the name of the person registered. In 
the case of a firm, the person registered as a master well 
driller must be a member or employee of the firm. In the case of 
a corporation, the person registered as a master well driller 
must be an employee of the corporation or an officer of the 
corporation. 

7. Pump installer. "Pump installer" means a person wae-is 
~Qa±iEieEl--t~~-iB-~h€--in&t~~~~~-~¥a~-e~-~~~-~~-a 
FaffiF, firm or corporation that performs the initial installation 
of a pump in a well. The registration of a pump installer under 
this chapter must specify the name of the person registered. In 
the case of a firm, the person registered as a pump installer 
must be a member or employee of the firm. In the case of a 
corporation, the person registered as a pump installer must be an 
employee of the corporation or an officer of the corporation. 
The term "pump installer" does not include a person. firm or 
corporation that removes, replaces or repairs a pump in an 
existing well. A person who is licensed under chapter 49 as a 
master plumber is not required to register with the commission as 
a pump installer. 

8. Well or water well. "Well" or "water , ... ell" meaB£--aB 
aF~iEieia±-~~~~-aFi~±e4-~--&By-ffi€~heEl--E-o-r-~Re-~~-eE 

e*~Fae~iB~-wa~eF-E~em-~BEle~~~eQBElT means any hole drilled, driven 
or bored into the earth used to extract drinking water. The 
terms "well" and "water well" do not include: 

A. Dug wells; 

B. Monitoring wells; 

C. Wells constructed exclusively for the relief of artesian 
pressure at hydroelectric projects; 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "4,, to H.P. 34, L.D. 37 

D. Wells constructed for temporary dewatering purposes; 

E. Wells constructed for the purposes of extracting oil, 
gas or brine: and 

F. Wells on private property for private use that are 
constructed by the property owner or lessee of the property. 

9. Well driller. "Well driller" means a:e--i-nd,i~1--wReT 

10 Eet-£~£~~~~7-~~-i~~~-~~-~Re-phy£~£~~-~~~-i~~~-a 
we±± an apprentice well driller, journeyman well driller or 

12 master well driller. 

14 Sec. 5. 32 MRS A §4700.E, sub-§10, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
455, Pt. B, §l, is repealed. 

16 
Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §4700-P, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 

18 455, Pt. B, §l, is amended to read: 

20 1. Applicability. The provisions of this chapter apply to 
all water wells constructed in the State after January 1, 1994T 

22 eHeep~-Eet~ 

24 AT-~~£-~~~~-&~~~&~V&~Y-Eet-~£e-~~l-i~-~~-at~esiaB 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

pteSSHte-a~-Ryatee±ee~tie-pte~ee~sf 

ET-We±±s-eeBS~tHe~ea-Eet-~empetaty-aewa~etiB~-pHtpeSes T 

GT-We~~£-~~~~~~--~~-i:e-~Be-~~~~~~~-~~1-r~a&-et 

Sti:ee-we!!sf-aBa 

gT-~1-~-£~£~~~£~€£--e:e-~-ivat~-p~epe~~y-~y-~~-ptepet~y 

ew:eet-et-!ease-eE-~Re-ptepet~y-aBa-iB~e:eaea-Eet-ptiva~e-Hse. 

Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §4700~G, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
36 455, Pt. B, §l, is amended to read: 

38 2. Membership. The commission consists of the Director of 
the Division of Health Engineering within the Department of Human 

40 Services or the director's designee; the Director of the Maine 
Geological Surveyor the director's designee; the Commissioner of 

42 ~ransportation or the commissioner's designee; and 4 public 
members, 3 of whom must be well drillers. One well driller must 

44 be a memset-eE-~Re-~es~-Eetet~s-Asseeia~ieB geotechnical driller. 

46 Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §4700-H, sub.§l.A is enacted to read: 

48 I-A. Administer examinations. The commission shall develop 
and administer all examinations required by section 4700-I, 

50 subsection 4. All examinations must be written examinations and 

Page 3-LR0098(4) 

COMMITTlErE AMENDMENT 



P-!J 
~.~. 

~ ~r 
~".: 

2 

4 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" A" to H.P. 34, L.D. 37 

must test an applicant's knowledge of the principles of water 
well drilling, abandonment of water wells and the installation of 
water well pumps. 

Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §4700-H, sub-§§4 and 5, as enacted by PL 1991, 
6 c. 455, Pt. B, §l, are amended to read: 

8 4~ Revoke registration. If the commission determines a 
violation of this chapter, the well driller code of performance 

10 or other laws and rules in effect, including the water well 
information laws, Title 12, section 550-B, has occurred, the 

12 commission shall notify the responsible water well driller and 
wa~er-.:w:e-bI.--eeBi::raei::er pump installer by certified or registered 

14 mail of the violation and order them to correct the violation 
within a period of 60 days following receipt of notification. If 

16 the violation is not corrected within 60 days, the commission may 
revoke the registration of the responsible party or parties. A 

18 registrant who receives a written notice of a violation or of a 
revocation of registration under this subsection may request a 

20 hearing before the commission. The commission shall conduct such 
hearings and issue its decision within 30 days of the request. A 

22 decision of the commission under this subsection is a final 
agency action. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

5. Adopt code of performance. The commission shall adopt a 
rules establishing a minimum code of performance for well 
drillersr-~~~~-~~~~~~-eeB~rae~ers and pump installers. The 
code of performance must set forth appropriate minimum standards 
of professional conduct for well drillersT--~~---erilliB§ 

eeBi::raei::ers and pump installers. 

32 S~C. 1~. 32 MRS A §4700-I, sub-§§l and 2, as enacted by PL 1991, 
c. 455, Pt. B, §l, are amended to read: 

34 
1" Fees. The commission shall establish registration fees 

36 sufficient to recover reasonable costs of administering this 
chapter, including costs associated with the development and 

38 administration of examinations. A registration fee is not 
required for apprentice well driller er--~--J£~~a±±er 

40 registration. 

42 Z. Registration. An applicant for registration shall submit 
to the commission, on a form provided by the commission, a 

44 written application for registration containing such information 
as the commission requires. The commission shall register an 

46 applicant for well driller registration as either a master well 
driller or a journeyman well driller and applicants for pump 

48 installer as eii::her-a-~~~-~-in&t~~~-~~-a-jeQrBeymaB pump 
installer, based on the following criteria. 

50 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,,~, to H.P. 34, L.D. 37 

A. A master well driller must have a minimum of 3 years 
experience in well drilling ia-£ae-S£a£e and have worked an 
average of 1,000 hours per year as a journeyman well driller 
for each of those years. 

B. A journeyman well driller must have at least one year 
experience in well drilling and have worked at least 1, 000 
hours during that year as an apprentice well driller. 

C. A masteF pump installer must have a minimum of 3 years 
experience as a pump installer ia-£ae-S£a£e and have worked 
at least ±TQQQ 350 hours as a je~FBeymaB pump installer 
during those years. 

gT--~-~~-pamp-J£s£a~~€~-~-ha~-a-~~~~~-eBe 

yeaF-~~~~-a&-a-~-iBsta±±eF-~~-~he-S£a£€-~-bave 

weF*ee-at-±east-a§Q-be~Fs-e~FiB~-tbat-yeaF-as-aB-appFeBtieeT 

The commission shall register a well driller or pump installer 
20 applicant who is not eligible for registration under paragraphs A 

to g £ as an apprentice. 
22 

Sec. 11. 32 MRSA §4700-I, sub-§4 is enacted to read: 
24 

4. Examinations. After January 1, 1994, a person must 
26 successfully complete a written examination administered by the 

commission in order to: 
28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

A. Initially register as a pump installer or as a 
journeyman or master well driller; 

B. Upgrade from an apprentice to a journeyman well driller; 
and 

C. Upgrade from a journeyman to a master well driller. 

A person licensed under chapter 49 as a master plumber is not 
38 required to complete an examination to perform the work of a pump 

installer. 
40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Sec. 12. 32 MRSA §4700-J, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 455, Pte 
~, § 1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

§4700-J. Registration; well drillers and pump installers 

Effective January 1, 1994, a person may not engage in the 
business of constructing water wells within the State or engage 
in the initial installation of a pump in a water well unless 
registered with the commission. An applicant for registration 
must complete a registration form supplied by the commission, 

c 
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COMM1 TTEE AMENDMENT II ~II to H. P. 34, L . D . 37 

successfully complete any examination required by this chapter 
and pay an annual registration fee established by the commission. 
The person so registered shall display on each side of the 
drilling rig or the pump installer vehicle a seal issued by the 
commission indicating that person's registration number and the 
current year of registration. A person licensed under chapter 49 
as a master plumber is not required to register with the 
commission to perform the work of a pump installer. 

Sec. 13. 32 MRSA §4700RM is enacted to read: 

§4700-M. Reciprocity 

The commission may issue a registration without examination, 
in a comparable classification, to any person who holds a 
registration or license in any state, territory or possession of 
the United States or any country, if the commission determines 
that the requirements for registration of well drillers or pump 
installers under which the person's registration was issued do 
not conflict with this chapter or the code of performance adopted 
by the commission under this chapter. 

Sec. 14. Grandfather clause; transition. A person who meets the 
requirements set forth in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, 
section 4700-1 and applies for registration to the Maine Water 
Well Drilling Commission on or before January 1, 1994 must be 
registered by the commission at the appropriate registration 
level and is not required to take a written examination. 
Thereafter, a person applying for a new registration or an 
upgrade of a registration level must successfully complete a 
written examination pursuant to Title 32, section 4700-1, 
subsection 4. 

Sec. 15. Effective date. Those section of this Act that. amend 
the Maine Revised Statues, Title 32, sections 4700-E, 4700-K and 
4700-1 take effect January 1, 1994. 

FISCAL NOTE 

The changes to the Water Well Drilling Program will not 
.significantly affect the revenues or expenditures of the program. ' 

Page 6-LR0098(4) 

) 

'') 
_.,' 

) 



.~-----~-- - ~,-~~~= 

:. '::)-
:,.' .'. COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "~,, to H. P. 3'4, L. D .. 37 

c " 
( ..... -'..,\ 

2 
,I 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

This amendment does the following: 

1. Limits· the definition of well to "any hole drilled, 
driven or bored into the earth used to extract drinking water." 
Dug wells and monitoring wells are added to the exclusions 
already' in existing law; 

2. Limits pump installer registration to persons who 
perform the initial installation of a pump in a well. Persons 
who repair, replace or remove pumps in existing wells are 
specifically exempted from this definition. Licensed master 
plumbers are not required to register with the Maine Water Well 
Drilling Commission or take an examination in order to perform 
the .work of a pump installer; 

3. Clarifies that exams are required for anyone registering 
as a well driller or pump installer after January 1, 1994 and for 
anyone upgrading from apprentice to journeyman well driller or 
from journeyman to master well driller; 

4. Clarifies the definitions of apprentice, journeyman and 
master well drillers based on the definitions for similar 
categories found in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12 
pertaining to electricians; 

5. Clarifies that rule-making activities apply only to the 
adoption of a minimum code of performance; 

6. Provides that a geotechnical well driller is retained as 
a member of the commission; and 

7. Removes the allocation section from the bill. 

This amendment retains those changes in the bill pertaining 
to a reduction in the hours of experience required for 
registration in various categories and the provisions on 
reciprocity. 

Reported by the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House 
3/9/93 (Filing No. H-44) 
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