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Emergency preamble. ';Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until’ 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and ’ '

Whereas, the selection of possible low-level radioactive
waste disposal or storage facility sites is of vital concern to

‘,‘mun1c1pa11t1es and unorganlzed townshlps, and

WVhereag the part1c1pat10n of residents of the potentlally
affected municipalities and wunorganized townships must be
encouraged in the earliest possible stage of selecting a site; and

1@Vh§re3§;’iﬁ:{thé,‘judgment of ‘the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following Ilegislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §1527, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1991, c. 287,

is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

3. Local participation im siting decisiom. Within 90 days
of : the preliminary selection by the authority of a possible
low-level waste disposal facility site or a low-level radioactive
waste storage fac111tv site, the governing body of a municipality
where the fac111tv may be located, or the Secretary of State in
the case of an unorganized township, may hold an election to

.  withdraw the site from possible selection by the authority. The
" guestion at election must be submitted to the legal voters who

reside within a municipality or territory that is located, in
whole or in part, within a 12-mile radius of the proposed site.
If a majority of voters casting ballots in the election vote to
remove the site from possible selection, the authority may not
consider locating -the facility within the municipality or
territory. ' '

Within 60 days of the final selection by the authority of a

low-level waste disposal facility site or a low-level radioactive
waste storage facility site, the ‘governing body of the

municipality where the facility is to be located, or the
Secretary of State in the case of an unorganized township, shall
hold an election for the purpose of approving the site. The

guestion ‘at election must be submitted to the legal voters who
reside within a municipality or  territory that is ‘located, in

whole or in part, within a l2-mile radius of the proposed sited.
Unless 60% of the voters casting ballots in the election approve

of the authority's site‘location decision, the authority may not
locate the facility within the municipality or territory.
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Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill allows a municipality or an unorganized township
that has been selected as a possible site for a low-level waste
storage or disposal facility to vote within 90 days of
preliminary or final selection to withdraw the municipality or
unorganized township from selection.
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