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STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
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An Act to Define Conflict of Imerest for Probate Judges. 
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Be it enacted/by time People of time State of Maine as foHows: 
/ 

Sec. 1. 41 MRSA §307, is amended by adding at the end a new 
4 paragraph to read: 

h A judge is considered to be interested in an estate or other 
probate proceeding, including adoptions, if the judge or a person· 

it with whom the judge practices law represents a party in the 
proceeding. When such representation begins, the judge shall 

I() transfer the matter as provided in this section, after which 
transfer the judge or the person with whom the judge practices 

L~ law may continue such representation, except that, after a formal 
probate proceeding has been initiated before a judge, that judge 

14 is forever barred from assuming representation of a party in that 
same proceeding without regard to whether or not the proceeding 

III has been transferred. A petition requesting a transfer and the 
petition related to the matter being transferred filed 

111 simultaneously are not considered formal probate proceedings for 
the purposes of this paragraph. 

2() 

21 

2.:1 

21. 

2H 

31l 
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The bill clarifies the conflict of interest created when a 
probate judge acting as a private attorney represents a private 
litigant in the court where the judge sits regularly. The bill 
requires that such cases will be decided in an adjoining county. 
The bill also prohibits a judge from acting as a lawyer in a case 
already pending before the judge. 
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