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Be it enacted by the People of;t:he State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA §2, sub-§31, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 45,
Pt. A, §4, is amended to read: ' -

31. Spirits. "Spirits"” means any liquor produced by

,““,dlstlllatlon or, if produced by any other process, strengthened
" or: fortified by the addition of distilled spirits of . ‘any kind.

:"Splrlts" includes fortified wine but does not 1nc1ude products

with less than 7% alcohol by volume.

Sec. 2. 28-A MRSA §2, Sub-§36 as repealed and replaced by PL
1987, c. 342 §13 is amended to read:

36. Wine. "Wine" means any liqucr containing not more than

"15.5% alcohol” by wvolume “whieh ~ that is produced by  the

fermentation of fruit or other agricultural products containing
sugar -and -to -which no spirits are added. "Wine" includes, but is

““not” limited ‘to, wine coolers, table wine, still wine, sparkling
. wine and champagne, previded-that as.long as the alcohol content
“is--not--abeve :does not exceed 15.5% by volume. '"Wine" includes

Qroducts'made’or"strengthened‘with spirits that have an alcohol

content of 1ess than 7%.
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Sec.3 28-A MRSA §352, as amended by PL 1987, c. 342, §21,

is further amended to read:

§352. Purchase of liquor in state liquer stores and agency liquor
stores

1. All sales must be for cash; exception. Except as

" provided in--paragraph paragraphs ‘A and B, all-persens a person

buying liquor at state liquor stores or agency liquor stores
shall pay in cash or by major credit card.

A. Agency liquor stores may accept payment by check.

‘B.__ Agency liguor stores, when purchasing liquor from the
commisgion, - may pay within 10 days, if  the agent has

" purchases:

2. Checks not homored on: ’presentatidn; - CONSequences. If

any check is not honored on presentation or if any agency liquor

store” fails to pay for “liquor in the allotted 10-day period, the

commission shall withhold any license not issued, or jmmediately
take back the license  if already. 1ssued, voiding it until such
time as the check or invoice has been paid in full, together with
the cost of the check failure or collection procedure. The

commission may order that person to make all payvments to the
commission only by cash, certified check or money order for a

period not to exceed one year.
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deposited cash in escrow with the commission to cover those

N J



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

- 34

36

38

40

42

" Sec. 4. 28-A MRSA §1652, sub-§4, ﬂD as enacted by PL 1987, c.

45, Pt. A, §4, is amended to read:

D.” Any wholesale licensee selling to an instrumentality,
training site or ship chandler shall.présent proof of that
sale to the commission. The commission shall grant to the
wholesale licensee a credit of all state excise tax and
premium paid in connection with that sale under the
following conditions.

(1) The commission shall grant a credit for the excise
tax ‘and premium on malt liquor or wine sold by
wholesale 1licensees to any instrumentality of the
United States or any Maine National Guard. state
training site exempted by the commission.

(2) The commission shall grant a credit for the excise
tax and premium on malt liquor or wine sold to any ship
chandler, provided that the. malt liquor and wine are
resold . to vessels of foreign registry for consumption
after that vessel has left. port or are resold for
consumption on board vessels of United States registry
which are destined for a foreign port. ‘

3 The commiséion shall grant a credit for the excise

tax and premium on malt liguor and table wine sold to

licensed airlines for their’ interstate and

international flights.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill:

1. Allows agency stores to deposit cash in an escrow

account to pay for liquor purchases. It also sets up a procedure
to follow when checks are returned for insufficient funds;

2. Changes the definition of spirits to exclude those

products with less than 7% alcohol by volume; and

3. Extends credit for excise taxes to licensed airlines.
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