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L.D. 1720 

(Filing No. S- 307) 

STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

115TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,OA. " to S.P. 653, L.D. 1720, Bill, "An 
14 Act to Create a Single Uniform Summons and Complaint That May Be 

Used by All Law Enforcement Agencies in the State" 
16 

Amend the bill by striking the title and substituting the 
18 following: 

20 'An Act to Create a Single Uniform Smnmons and Complaint That 
Must Be Used by All Law Enforcement Agencies in the State' 

22 
Further amend the bill in section 1 in that part designated 

24 "§6208." by striking out all of subsection 1 (page 1, lines 32 to 
43 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the following: 

26 
, 1. Form • ~ae - -GOfAffi-.i-&s-~- - FIIay- -e-s-'&ab-l-i-sh - -€-i _t-a-t-i -en- -:f9 Fffi 5-

28 Eet--QSe--By--~ae--8QteaQ--ef--MatiBe--Pa~te~T---~aese--EetFIIST--if 

es~aB~isaeaT-~~-~-QBiEetFll-_t~~-~~-Seaee-~~l-l--Be 

30 issQea-~~-Beeks-~~~-Gi&a~1G&&-J£-~&-~e55-~~-~QaatQ~~ieaeeT 

WaeB-~~-fetFII-~~~~-a-~~~~-h:y--a-~~-Q~eB-~-~ae 

32 ei~aeieB--i&-~~r--t~-fe~--saa±±--~~-~-5~~~€meR~--~aae 

Si~BiB~-~~-ei~a~1G&-~-~&-£eR5~J~~~€-~-aamJssJeB-~--~Qi~e 
34 aBa-~h~~-~~~~~~~-&~&-eeBS~ieQees-a-~-a-t~~~~~hiGh-is 

a-~~~55-~_Gr~r--~ae-~~~~~~-a~~tevea-h:y-~~~hi&~-JQa~e 

36 eE-_t~~i&t~-~-GeQ~~-p:Je~-~~-i~&-~se~ The commissioner shall 
designate the Uniform Summons and Complaint as the citation form 

38 to be used by the Bureau of Marine Patrol. except that the 
commissioner may permit the use of any citation forms approved by 

40 the Chief Judge of the District Court before May I. 1991 that are 
in current stock as of May 1, 1991 until those stocks are 

42 depleted.' 

44 Further amend the bill in section 1 in that part designated 
"§6208." in subsection 2 by striking out all of paragraph A (page 

46 1, lines 49 to 52 and page 2, lines 1 to 6 in L.D.) and inserting 
in its place the following: 

48 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/I,, to S.P. 653, L.D. 1720 

'A. The commissioner saa~~-Be is responsible for all marine 
resources' citation forms approved by the Chief Judge of the 
District Court prior to May I, 1991. The Department of 
Public Safety is responsible for all Uniform SW11IT1ons and 
Complaint forms issued by the Bureau of Marine Patrol. The 
commissioner· or the commissioner's designee is responsible 
for the further issuance of Uniform SW11IT1ons and Complaint 
books to individual law enforcement officers and the proper 
disposition of those books.' 

Further amend the bill in section 1 in that part designated 
12 "§6208." in subsection 2 by s tr iking all of paragraph B (page 2, 

lines 8 to 14 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the following: 
14 

16 

18 

20 

~ ... - - !l'a-€-~-&&i-onEH"-..ffiaj"- -.ia - h4-s - -di-5-tl-£-e-t.-i..en- -IH'-o->r-:i.de--~JE.& - t:e 
et:ae~--Jaw--~~~€emeR~--~~-~-~~~~~~--~~&&eG--iB 

seet:ieB-~~~~-~~~-~-~e~-~he4~-~-~-~~-eB~e~eemeBt: 

e~-~~~-~~~-~~~~~r--!l'ae-~~~-may-~-~e~Hi~e 
et:ae~-a~eBeies-t:e-Hse-t:ais-~e~mT 

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated 
22 "§7911." by striking out all of subsection 1 (page 3, lines 6 to 

17 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the following: 
24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

• 1. Form • ~ae - -GOmm-i-s-s-i-one-r--ma y-~1=ab-1-i-sh- - €-i~-a-t.-i-€ffi- -fuFm& 
~e~-~-~--t:ae-~~-~~-i~~---~aese-~r--i~--est:aB~iSaeaT 

saa~~-~-~£-i~&tm--~h~~~a~-~~-St:at:e-~--saaJJ--&&-~~-iB 

Bee*s-~~~-e~~a~.iGR&--i~-~~-Je-s-s-~~-~~aa~~~J4€a~e~--~-t:ae 

~e~m-~~~~~~-&~Ra~a~-By-~~-apea-waem-~~~~~~~&-is 

se~veaT--~-~~~-~~--4£€J~ae--a-~~~-~~--s-i~£-i£~--t:ae 

eit:at:iea-~~-~-~~~~~-aR--aam.iss.iea-~~-~~~--a££--t:aat: 
~ai~H~e-~~-si~B-~~~~-eeBst:it:Ht:e-~-sepa~at:e-~~~-waiea-~-a 

(;:~ass-E--a-~me,---'l!he--:fu.HR--sha~~-Be-~.g.v-eEl.-~~-be--C-h-ie-~--J~-e~ 
t:ae--n-i-&t.~~-.f:-€HH"~--p~ie~--t-G--.,i~~-Hse... The commissioner shall 
designate the Uniform Summons and Complaint as the citation form 
to be used by the warden service. except that the commissioner 
may permit the' use of any citation forms approved by the Chief 
Judge of the District Court before May I. 1991 that are in 
current stock as of May I. 1991 until those stocks are depleted.' 

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated 
42 "§7911." in by striking out all of subsection 2 (page 3, lines 19 

to 36 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the following: 
44 

'2. Responsibility for issuance and disposition. 
46 Responsibility for issuance and disposition is as follows. 

48 

50 

52 

A. The commissioner saa~~--be II responsible for all fish 
and wildlife citation forms approved by the Chief Judge of 
the District Court prior to May L 1991. The Department of 
Public Safety is responsible for all Uniform SW11IT1ons and 
Complaints issued to the warden service. The commissioner 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "!},, to S.P. 653, L.D. 1720 

or the commissioner's designee is responsible for the 
further issuance of Uniform Summons and Complaint books to 
individual wardens and for the proper disposition of those 
books. 

§T--~H€-~~~-~-iB-H45-~~~~~~~~~~*~-Ee 

e~BeF--±aw--~~~~--~~-~--&~~~~~--lis~ee--~B 

seeE~eB-~~-~~-~~~--~~-4£-~~-eR~e£€emeR~-~-eBa~EeFs 
+Ql-~e-~~~~--~~~~~-~~&-~~ir&-e~BeF-a~eBe~es 
Ee-Hse-EB~s-~eFmT' 

Further amend the bill in section 3 in that part designated 
"Sag07." by striking out all of subsections 1 and 2 (page 4, 
lines 28 to 52 and page 2, lines 1 and 2 in L.D.) and inserting 
in their place the following: 

'1. Form. The Director of the Bureau of Forestry, 
referred to in this section as the "director," shall designate 
the Uniform Summons and Complaint as the citation form to be used 
by the Maine Forest Service, except that the director may permit 
the use of any citation forms approved by the Chief Judge of the 
District Court before May 1, 1991 that are in current stock as of 
May 1, 1991 until those stocks are depleted. 

2. Citation books. The director is responsible for any 
forms approved by the Chief Judge of the District Court prior to 
May 1, 1991. The director may provide citation books to other 
law enforcement agencies and officers for their use in the 
enforcement of chapters 807 and 809. The director may not 
require other agencies to use this form. The Department of 
Public Safety is responsible for all Uniform Summons and 
Complaints issued to the Maine Forest Service. The director or 
the director's designee is responsible for the further issuance 
of Uniform Summon9 and Complaint books to individual law 
enforcement officers and for the proper disposition of those 
books. ' 

Further amend the bill in section 4 in that part designated 
"§15-A." in subsection 1 in the 9th line (page 5, line 46 in 
L.D.) by inserting after the following: "court." the following: 
'The form used must be the Uniform Summons and Complaint, except 
that, if the agency by whom the officer is employed has on 
May 1, 1991 current stocks of forms that the agency is authorized 
to use, the agency may permit officers to use those forms until 
those stocks are depleted.' 

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated 
"§17." in subsection 1 in the 9th. line (page 7, line 18 in L. D. ) 
by inserting after the following: "court." the following: 'The 
form used must be the Uniform Summons and Complaint, except that, 
if the agency by whom the officer is employed has on May 1, 1991 
current stocks of forms that the agency is authorized to use, the 

Page 3-LR0863(2) 



,~" 
"'~ 

'!:-" 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 653, L.D. 1720 

agency may permit officers to use those forms until those stocks 
are depleted. I 

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated 
"§17." in subsection 1 in the 13th line (page 7, line 22 in L.D.) 
by inserting after the following: "crime." the following: 'The 
law enforcement officer may not order a person to sign the 
sununons for a civil violation unless the civil violation is an 
offense defined in Title 12 or Title 29. I 

Furhter amend the bill by striking out all of section 6 and 
inserting in its place the following: 

'Sec. 6. 29 MRSA §2300, as amended by PL 1991, c.. 56, is 
further amended to read: 

§2300. Uniform Smmnons and Complaint 

1. Form. Eve~y Except as provided in subsection I-A, every 
law enforcement agency in this State .. shall use traffic eit:at:ieas 
summonses in the form known as the Uniform ~~a~~ie-~4eke~ Summons 
and Complaint, which shall !Jl.Y.ll be uniform throughout the State 
and whieh--shaJ.J.!Jl.Y.ll be issued in books with eit:at:ieas summonses 
in no less than quadruplicate and meeting the requirements of 
this chapter. The Uniform Summons and Complaint must include, at 
a minimum, the signature of the officer, a brief description of 
the· alleged offense, the time and place of the alleged offense 
and the time, place and date the person is to appear in court. 
The Uniform Sununons and Complaint must also include a statement 
that signing the sununons does not constitute an admission or plea 
of guilty and that refusal to sign after having been ordered to 
do so by a law enforcement officer is a separate Class E crime. 
A person to· whom a Uniform Summons and Complaint is issued or 
delivered must give a written promise to appear. The form of the 
Uniform Summons and Complaint must be approved by the Chief Judge 
of the District Court prior to its use. 

I-A. Exception for certain forms. Law enforcement agencies 
may use current stocks of Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint 
forms until those stocks are depleted. 

2. Responsibility for issuance and disposition. 

A. The District Court shall--~ ~ responsible for all 
Uniform Traffic Tickets and Complaints issued to law 
enforcement agencies or others. The Department of Public 
Safety is responsible for all Uniform Summons and Complaints 
issued to law enforcement agencies for others. 

B. The chief executive officer of every such law 
enforcement agency or his that chief executive officer I s 
designate shall--be ~ responsible for·· the further issuance 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT tI A tI to s. P. 653, L. D. 17 20 

of SQeR books to individual law enforcement officers and for 
~ReiF the proper disposition of those books. 

3. Illegal disposition. It sRa±±--se is unlawful and 
official misconduct for any law enforcement officer or other 
officer or public employee to dispose of a Uniform Traffic Ticket 
and Complaint or a Uniform Summons and Complaint or any portion 
~ReFes€ of either or of the record of the issuance ~ReFes€ of a 
Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint or a Uniform Summons and 
Complaint in a manner other than as required under rules SF 
Fe~Q±atisBs-~-omu-1gat-ed- adopted pursuant to this section. Any 
person who solicits or aids in the disposition, or attempted 
disposition, of a Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint or ~ 

Uniform Summons and Complaint or any portion ~ReFesf of either in 
any unauthorized manner sBa±±-~~~~~~ commits a m~saemeaaer 
Class E crime. 

3-A. Uniform Summons and Complaint as SUDmlons. A Uniform 
~Faffie-~4£~~ Summons and Complaint or a Uniform Traffic Ticket 
and Complaint, as authorized under subsection l-A, when seFvee1 
QpeB issued or delivered to a person by a law enforcement 
officer, sRa±±-~~ ~ as a summons· to appear in courtT on the 
date specified in the tieketT-~e~-a-~4~~4~~-~~~~~­
tRis--~4~~e summons or ticket or to otherwise respond in 
accordance with law on or before the date specified in the 
summons or ticket. Any person who fails to appear in court as 
directed by the summons or ticket or to otherwise respond in 
accordance with law on or before the date specified in the 
summons or ticket commits a Class E crime. Upon the person' s 
failure to appear or respond, the court may issue a warrant of 
arrest. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this 
subsection that the failure to appear or respond resulted from 
just cause. 

4. When a lavful complaint. ;!;B--t;he.-~--t.Rat. If the 
traffic eitatieB summons or ticket provided under this section 
iBe±Qe1es-4-nf-&:Fmat.4~-and- is .!1l!l.y sworn to as required QBe1eF-~-be 

§eBeFa±--~aw-6--«---t.-b-i-s---Stat,e. by law and otherwise legally 
Ji.1ilficient in respect to the form of a complaint .smQ, charging 
commission of the offense alleged in saie1-e4~a~4eR the summons or 
ticket to have been committed, then sQeR-€4~a~4&R the summons or 
ticket when filed with a court having jurisdiction SRa±±--h& 
e1eemee1 constitutes a lawful complaint for the purpose of the 
commencement of any traffic infraction proceeding or the 
prosecution of a misdemeanor, Class D or Class E crime under this 
Title. 

4-A. Responsibility of law enforcement officer to file 
Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint or Uniform Summons and 
Complaint with District Court. Every law enforcement officer 
issuing a Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint or Uniform Summons 
and Complaint that charges the commission of an offense shall 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 653, L.D. 1720 

file the original of the Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint or 
Uniform Summons and Complaint with the District Court having 
jurisdiction over the offense or in such other location as 
instructed by the Chief Judge of the District Court without undue 
delay and, in any event, within 5 days after the issuance of the 
Uniform Traffic ·Ticket and Complaint or Uniform Summons and 
Complaint. 

5. Refusal to sign. Any person who refuses to sign sHeh ~ 
10 Uniform ~Fa~~ie-~4€ke£ Summons and Complaint or a Uniform Traffic 

Ticket and Complaint, as provided under subsection I-A, after 
12 having been ordered to do so by a law enforcement officer sha;I,;I, 

Be--~Hi;I,Ey--9~ commits a misaemeaB9F Class E crime. A law 
14 enforcement . officer may not order a person to sign. the summons 

for a civil violation unless the civil violation is an offense 
16 defined in Title 12 or Title 29.' 

18 Further amend the bill in section 7 in the first paragraph 
in the 2nd line (page 10, line 10 inL.D.) by inserting after the 

20 following: "Complaint, It the following: 'a Uniform Traffic 
Ticket and Complaint as provided under section 2300, subsection 

22 I-A, , 

24 Further 'amend the bill by inserting before the statement of 
fact the following: 

26 

28 'FISCAL NOTE 

30 This bill establishes a Uniform Summons and Complaint form 
and places responsibility for this form with the Department of 

3.2 Public Safety. Costs associated with the implementation of the 
form will be absorbed by the impacted agencies utilizing existing 

34 budgeted resources.' 

36 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

38 
This amendment requires all law enforcement officers to use 

40 the Uniform Summons and Complaint form. This amendment allows 
law enforcement agencies to deplete current supplies of forms 

42 currently used by the agency before being required to use the 
Uniform Summons and Complaint. This amendment also makes the 

44 Department of Public Safety rather than the District Court 
responsible for all Uniform Summons and Complaint forms. 

46 
For most offenses, refusal to sign the summons, ticket or 

48 citation is a Class E crime. The original bill made refusal to 
sign a' Class E crime for all offenses. This amendment deletes 

50 that change and retains current law. 

52 The amendment also adds a fiscal note. 
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