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L.D. 1688

(Filing No. §-369)

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 640, L.D. 1688, Bill, "An
Act to Review the Kennebec County Budget Committee"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the emergency clause and inserting in its place
the following:

'Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA c. 3, sub-c. I, art. 8, first 2 lines, are repealed

and the following enacted in their place:

Article 8
KENNEBEC COUNTY ADVISORY BUDGET COMMITTEE

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA §861, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 473,

is repealed.

Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA §862, as enacted by PL 1089, c. 473, is
amended to read:

§862. Kennebec County Advisory Budget Committee.

In Kennebec County there is established the Kennebec County

Advisory Budget Committee to carry out the purposes of this
article. Th dvisor e ommitte nsi £ electe

officials and a subcommittee of 6 nonvoting members of the county
legislative delegation or their designees as provided in this

section.

. 1. Membership; elected officials. The 9 __advisory budget
committee shall--gonsist--e£-9 members who are elected officials
are appointed as provided in this section. The - --county-
eommissioners-~shall--serve---on---the --gommittee ~-in-~-an--advisory
eapaeity-eonly-and-may-nok-vote-oR-aRy-committee-makkersy
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "[]" to S.P. 640, L.D. 1688

A. In 2989 1991 and annually thereafter, the county
commissioners shall =neminate-3--municipal effieers-£frem--each
commiscioner--Gistrict -by--August--lst-of--each--year call a
meeting of elected officialg within each county commissioner
i i n later han ember . The ~~-gounty
eommissioners——shall -immediately--send--to--the-—chair-of--the
Keanebee--Lounty---legislative --delegation--a--dist-—--6£-~the
municipal-efficers-nominated-by--the--commissieners~ A public
notice of the meeting must be issued at least 10 days before
the meeting is held. Fach commissioner shall serve as the
n i r of the meeting i ommissioner’
istrict. A he in h t officials hall
nomin a slate of proposed members for the advisor udget
committee. Each commigsioner shall select one advisory
e i T m__th 1 r nembe
within 7 days of the meeting. except for the selection of
the initial advisory budget _committee as provided in
subsection 1-B, :

By ~-The- Legislature- -shall -premptly-approve- -0 -disappeeve -by
majerity---vote ---the ---nominations --made---by---the---county
commissionerc——-and---netify~--the---commissioners~--0f~~-iks
deeicionsy-—-L& 20y -Bomination—-is~-dsapproved, - the--ceunty
commicsioners~shall- prompily--submitL - -Feplacement -pominee-to
the-Legislature.--for--its--appreval--or--disappreval-until--£he
necessary-members-have-been-approved-by-the-Legislaturer

1-A., Membership: legislative delegation. A subcommittee of

6 _member f the Kennebec County legislative delegation or their
signees shall rve nonyotin mbers of the isory budget
mm i .

A. The subcommittee is appointed by the chair and must be
ratified by a vote of the legislative delegation.

B. The subcommittee shall serve as a resource to the

advisory budget = committee ~and as a liaison to the
legi iv el ion

i
3, in e initial election of the visor et committe in
1991, 3 members are elected from each county commissioner.
igstrict. One member from h di i i oin for a_ term
a - one _mem T igtri A inted erm
£ 2 rs and one member m ch distri i int for a

f on r.

2. Duties. The eeurty advisory budget committee shall

" review the budget estimates prepared by the county commissioners

and-~-approve —a-£final--county-budget, hold public hearings in the
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "l!" to S.P. 640, L.D. 1688

county and submit their recommendations to the county
commissioners. " '

3. Term of office. The term of office 'fgr an advisory
mmittee member who J n_el d official is 3 years,

provided that a an_ advisory budget committee member remains a
munieipal-eofficer an elected official in the munieipal-eofficer's
elected official's municipality,-exrcept--that--eof-these--appointed
in~-1989,~one-from-each-district-shall-be--appointed for a-term-of
3-yearss--one—-from -each-distriect-shall-be-appointed for-a-term-of
2-yearsy-and-one-from-each--district shall -be -appeinted-for-a-term
of--cne-xear. This subsection does not apply to the initial
advisory budget committee members whose terms are described in

ction 1-B.

4. Vacancies. The county commissioners shall appoint a
munieipal--efficer,---subject--to--the--approval---of---the --gounty
legislative--delegation -as-provided -in--subsection-1, an_elected
official to £fill any vacancy occurring on the advisory budget
committee. Vaeameies--shall A _vacancy must be filled from ‘the

commissioner district in which the vacancy occurred and is for

the balance of the unexpired term.

5. Expenses. Members shall-serwve-sithout are not entitled
to compensation, but skall must be reimbursed at_the c¢ounty rate
from the county treasury for expenses authorized by the county
commissioners that are lawfully incurred by--+hem in the

performance of their duties.

Sec. 4. 30-A MRSA §863, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 473, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

863. Adviso budget committe o jzation

The advisory hgggeg committee shall organize and conduct its
meetings as follows.

1. Organization. The county commissioners shall direct the

un lerk to call an organizational m in £f _th visor
e mmittee no 1 r than da before the end of the
gggp;z‘s fiscal  year, At the organizational meeting, the
‘commi 1: : ,
El hair an recordin etary from among i
mbers: an
B. A 1 r r n WS .
2., Meetings. Thg advisory budget committee shall determine
h ime and lo ion of the advisory bud mm.i e_m ings.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "[}" to S.P. 640, L.D. 1688

The meetings must be gld g ;' es ggnvgnlgnt_; for the public.
h isory . mm i 1) keep mi nd rd v s
for ev m ing. The n clerk 11l issue a public notice

of a meeting no later than 7 days before the meeging is held.
3. Resources. The cg;gntyy commigssioners  shall provide the

isor e commi with n ar rical assistance
f£i expen ui : ing spac as well as a

county files and information.
Sec. 5. 30-A MRSA §864, Sub §§1 to 3, as enacted by PL 1989. c.

'473, are amended to read:

1. Proposed budget. The county commissioners shall submit
an itemized budget estimate, as described in sections 701, 702
and 7503, to the advisory budget committee in a timely fashion,
no later than 60 days before the end of the county's fiscal year.

2. Budget review process. The advisory budget committee
shall review the proposed itemized budget prepared by the county
commissioners, together with any supplementary material prepared
by the head of each county department or provided by any
independent board or institution or another govermmental agency.
The advisory budget committee may iaeseaser -deorease,--alter--or
revise--thé--prepesed--budget gdv:.ge that proposed budget bhe

incr e d.. r i ’ prov:.ded that:

A. The advisory budget committee shall--enter enters into
its minutes an explanation for any recommended change in the
estimated expenditures and revenues as 1initially presented
by the county commissioners; and

B. The total estimated revenues, together with the amount
of county tax to be levied, must--egual equals the total
estimated expenditures.

3. Public hearing. The advisory budget committee shall

hold a at least 2 public hearing hearings in the county on the
proposed budget before the end of the county's fiscal year and

‘before the £inal--adoption-of commissioners finally approve the

budget. At 1 e ic hearin held in hern
ar d ic heari S held
in the southern part of the county. Notice of the hearing shaill
must be given at least 10 days before the hearing in a newspaper

of general circulation within thé county. Writtea-uneotice-and-a
aepy--of --the - proposed--budget--chall--be--sent-by -registered--or
eertifiod--mail-with--return.-receipt-requested,--or-deldivered-in
perseny-with-proef-received- of--the--delivery - -to-the -elerk-of-each
munigipality-ia-the--county--The -municipal--elerk -shall-notify-the
muniaipal-gfficers-of-the-propesad-budget~
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{%- COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/4" to §.P. 640, L.D. 1688

Q
i R
N
( 2 Sec. 6. 30-A MRSA §864, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
4 Wri n notifi ion Wri n_n nd co £
;_e_amms_ed_.b_ig__g__&;_hg__ggnt at lgagt 10 daza___b_ef.ogg.; e
6 13 hearin he clerk of each muni 1it he unty.

The municipal clerk shall notify the elected gffigials of the
8 proposed budget. )

10 Sec. 7. 30-A MRSA §864, sub-§4, ss enacted by PL 1989, c. 473,

is amended to read:

12
4, Approval of budget. After the public heasing--is

14 hearings are completed, the advisory budget committee may-£further
inerease,-degrease,-alter-and--revise--the -prepesed-itemized_-budget

16 shall submit its recommendations to the county commissioners for
rov not Jlater than the end of the unty' fiscal year,

18 subject to the conditions and restrictions imposed in subsection
2. ?he—-p-r—opo&»z.—&wiéemiseé ~--budget--must&~-be-~-£inally--adopted -by-a

20 majerity-woL ¢ ne--budget -cemmittee - at--a-duly-calkled -meeting
‘ nekt-later-£H #e— end-of-the--county's- -£fiseal -year~~The -approved

|
f 22 budge&-46-~-tke-final--awtherization - for--the -assessmeat--of--gounty -
f taxes v——~The- budget--shall -be -sent-to-the--gounty cemmissicaers-and
24 the--county -tax -authoriced~--shall--be -apportioned--and-ceollected~in
ageordance-with-segtion-706+~
26
( Sec. 8. 30-A MRSA §864, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
s 28
B 4-A. Legislative approval, B re anuar h £f th
30 fiscal ggg for wh;ch the budget is prepared, the county
mmission hall s he dget t he Legi ure. Th
32 Legislatur hllarov isapprove or n h ' a
submitted.
34 ' _
Sec. 9. 30-A MRSA §8§865 and 867, as enacted by PL 1989, c.
36 473, are repealed.
38 Sec. 10. Retroactivity. This Act applies retroactively to
February 28, 1991.° ' '
40 '
42 :
STATEMENT OF FACT
44
The Kennebec County Budget Committee was repealed on March
46 1, 1991. The bill repealed a section of law that was already
repealed. This amendment reinstates a modified version of the
- 48 budget committee by retroactively repealing the section that
repealed the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, chapter 3,
50 subchapter I, article 8 and adopting the following changes.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 640, L.D. 1688

1. The committee serves in an advisory capacity only and
its name is changed to the Kennebec County Advisory Budget
Committee. '

2. The committee consists of 9 elected officials appointed

by the county commissioners from a slate of elected officials

proposed at a meeting of those elected officials and a
subcommittee of 6 nonvoting members of the legislative delegation
or their designees appointed by the delegation chair and ratified
by the delegation.

3. The committee's authority to approve the final budget
and approve any amendment to .the final budget is deleted. The
authority to grant final budget approval 'is returned to the
Legislature.

, 4. The committee is given specific direction with regard to
its organization and methods of operation.

5.  The public hearing requirement is expanded to reqguire at
least 2 meetings, with at least onz megeting held in each of the
southern and northern parts of the county.

Reported by Senator Berube for the Committee on State and
Local Government. Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to

Senate Rule 12. _
(6/25/91) (Filing No. S-369)
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