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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §257, as amended bf PL 1‘98‘9, c. 525, §1, is

repealed and the following enacted in its place:

257. High school eguivalency certificates

1. Issuance of digloﬁas. The commissioner shall issue a
state high school ‘equivalency diploma to any resident of the

State who:

A. Is at least 18 years of age, if the person:

1) Has completed a formal trainin rogram approved

by the commissioner: and

2' Has demonstrated through procedures rescribed b
the commissioner that that person has attained a

general educational development comparable to that of a
secondary school graduate; or

B. Is 17 years of age, if the person:

1 Has not been in attendance for one year or more at

'a_public school or a private school approved by the

department pursuant to chapter 117, or has documented
an immediate need for such a diploma to, and received
written approval for the receipt of such a diploma
from, the commissioner and the superintendent of
schools for the school administrative unit in which

that person resides:

(2) Has completed a formal trainind program- approved
by the commissioner: and

3 Hés demonstrated through procedures prescribed b
the commissioner that that person has attained a

genéral educational development comparable to that of a
secondary school graduate. :

The commissioner shall issue a diploma authorized by this

subsection wupon compliance with the requirements of this

subsection or as soon thereafter as possible.

2. Diploma status. A state high school equivalency diploma
has the legal status of a high school diploma.

3. Fees. A fee may not be charged for the issuance of any

state high school equivalency diploma.
Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §8301, as amended by PL 1987, c. 98, §2, is

repealed.
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L.D.1677



Ry o

c

10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
2
34
36
38
40

42

44

46

‘48

50

52

Sec. 3. ZO-A MRSA §8301-A is enacted to read:

§8301-A. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise

indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

1. Affiliated wnit. "Affiliated unit" means a school
administrative unit that is affiliated with another school
administrative unit that operates a vocational center. An

affiliated school administrative unit may have its secondary

students served by a vocational center operated by a school
administrative unit with which it is affiliated. An affiliated

school administrative unit may also operate vocational satellite

programs.
-2. Budget failure. "Budget failure" means the failure of a

vocational region., by Auqust 1st of any fiscal year, to approve a

budget for the vocational region that is at least egual to the

sum of the total allocations for vocational education of the

member school administrative units in the vocational region.
3. Center. "Center" means an administrative entity

established pursuant to this‘ chapter that provides vocational
education to secondary students. Unless otherwise specifically
provided for by this chapter, a vocational center is governed,

operated and administered by a single school administrative

unit. A _vocational center may serve secondary students from

school ~ administrative units with which it is affiliated. A

vocational center may include within its administrative structure

vocational satellite programs operated by school administrative
units with which it is affiliated.

4. Municipality. "Muhicigality" has the same meaning as in
section 15603, subsection 19. :

5. Parent. "Parent" means a parent, as defined in section
1, subsection 20, with legal custody of a minor child.

6. Region. "Region" means a guasi-municipal corporation
established by the Legislature to provide vocational education to

secondary students that is comprised of all of the school

administrative units within the geographical boundaries set forth
for each vocational region in section 8451. . A vocational region

is governed by a cooperative board formed and operating in

accordance with this chapter.
7. Residence. "Residence" means, with reference to a

person's eligibility to receive vocational education, the school

administrative unit in which is located the legal residence of

the person's parent if the person has not reached 18 vears of

Page 2-LR0846(1)
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age, the legal residence of the person after the person reaches
18 vears of age or the legal residence of the person after the
person becomes an emancipated minor. A federal reservation is

considered part of the school administrative unit in whigh it is
located. :

8. Satellite program. '"Satellite program" means a program
providing vocational education to secondary students that is
operated, under section 8403, by a school administrative unit
affiliated with a vocational center. ‘

9. State subsidy. "State subsidy" hasvthe same meaning as
in section 15603, subsection 26.

10. Umit. "Unit" means a school administrative unit.

11. Vocational education. "Vocational education" means a

course or program of education designed to  create or improve
job-related skills that is part of a secondary school curriculum

andiapproved by the commissioner according to this chapter,

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §8305, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

and 8, is repealed.

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA §8305-A is enacted to read:
§8305-A. Eligibility. '

l. General right. A person eligible to receive free public
secondary __education may, consistent with this section and
department rules: - -

A. Receive vocational education from a center, satellite
program or region that serves the person's residence: or

B. Receive vocational education from a center, satellite
program or region outside of the geographical area that
serves the person's residence, subject to the approval of
the commissioner and the governing bodies of the sending
unit and receiving center. satellite program or regionm.

2. Admission standards. A region, center or satellite
program shall determine, in accordance with its_  published
admission standards, whether to admit a person to such a region,
center or satellite program. Unless  otherwise specifically
provided for in this chapter, priority to enroll in any
vocational education course of study offered by a region, center
or satellite program, must be given first to persons eligible to
receive a free public secondary education who are residents of

municipalities served by that region. center or satellite program.

Page 3-LR0846(1)
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3. Adult participation im vocatiopmal education courses.
Persons who are 20 years of age or older and who otherwise comply

with the reguirements of this section may receive vocational
education ‘in 'a vocational education course if, after all other

~eligible persons have been enrolled in that course., space exists

to accommodate participation by persons who are 20 years of age
or older. : : '

Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA §8306, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

and B, is amended to read:

‘§8306. Powers and duties of State Board of Educatiom

1. State plam. The State--Board-of-Eduecatdieon state board
shall approve er--disapprove -the--state-plans and update as it
determines necessary. a state plan for vocational education, in
compliance with the reguirements of applicable state and federal
laws, rules and regulations. The state plan must be prepared by
the commissioner.- , ‘

2. Center and regiomn plans. "The state board shall approve
conter--and--region--plans-for ‘a plan for the provision of
vocational education by each center or region. The plans .shall

must be prepared by each center or. region-at the time of its
organization or reorganization. approved by the school board or

cooperative board governing each center or region respectively,
and include: -

A. A survey of the ‘edueatienal yvocational education needs

nationally, statewide and in the geographic area served by
the center or region; :

B. A survey of employment .opportunities mnationally,

statewide and in the geographic area served by the center or
region;

C. A description of the programs to be offered by the -
center or region; and :

C-1. A description of the manner in which academic courses
will be used to augment trade-oriented skill courses for
vocational education students at the center or region:

D. A description of the-areas each geographic area served
by the center or region and leeatiens--to--be--served, the
location of each vocational education program to serve those

areas:; and

E. A description of the manner in which the vocational
education programs offered by the center or region address

the vocational education needs in the geographic area served
by the center or region and employment opportunities

Page 4-LR0B46(1)
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nationally, statewide and in thg geographic area served by
the center or region. ‘

Bw——~Blans——£ep—4&xxﬂﬂknm£b—4ﬁﬂxﬂﬂéﬁ§%—§¢egramsm———The——sb&be

beard-may-appreve-planc-£for-a-veeakional-caktellite-program-if+

Ave b --vecatienal - -center - regquests -a--voeational-—-gatellite
proegrams

Bv—~~The---school--beard--eperating-~-the---vecational --center
appreves--the--plan-and--supplies-information--documenting -the
need-for-a-veoecaktional-satellite-programs-and
€+»--The-requesk-inaludes-the-commicsionerlg—-approvalr

4.--Boundariec-of-centers-and-regions~—-The-beards:

Ar——Sha&%~&gm%>433}—£inal—aathefity—{0~{kﬂﬁﬂx+—Ehe—beundaeies
ef-voeational-regions-and-eenterss-and .

B+~—~-May,~-in--acgordance--with- --the--preeedures- -established--in

‘seetion-8307,-approvert.

{%)--Changes-in-exicting-boundariess

{2)}--CEhanges~in-the- status—-of-a-center-to--a-region-or-a
regien-to-a-centers

{3)~-Dissolution-of-exicting-regions-and-centercy
{4)--Creation-of-new-regione-er-cenkters3-or

45}—~—G£eatien——e£~-altesnative—-metheds——eé-—delaveeang
voeational-edusation~ :

5. Reorgavizing centers and regions. The state board may,

in compliance with section 8307:

A. Change existing boundaries of centers and regiong;
Change the status of a center to a reglon or _a _region to

‘a center;

C.. Dissolve existing reglons or centers:;
D. Create new regions or centers; or
E.. Create alternative organizational methods of delivering

vocational education.

Sec. 7. 20-A MRSA §8306-A is enacted to read:

Page 5-LR0846(1)
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8306-A. Rules:; approval of vocational education programs and
courses

The commissioner may adopt rules to establish requirements
for wvocational ducation rograms and courses to establish
procedures for approving - vocational education programs and
courses and to otherwise carry out the purposes of this chapter.

A _program or course of vocational education may not be
offered by a region, center or affiliated unit unless approved by

"the commissioner in compliance with rules adopted pursuant to

. this chapter.

Sec. 8. 20-A MRSA §8307, as amended by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt.
c, §§8 and 10, is repealed.

Sec. 9. 20-A MRSA §83®7-A is enacted to read:

§8307—A. Reorganization procedures

The governing body of one or __more units, or the
commissioner, ma repare a plan for reorganizing the provision
of vocational education in or among existing regions or

' geographic areas served by existing centers and present the

reorganization plan to the state board for its approval. A unit
ma r re a reorganization plan onl for a region or center
that serves or is proposed to serve the unit. -

1. Contents of reorganization plan. The reorganization plan

musts

A. Describe the deficiencies in the current method of

providing - vocational education in a region or geographic
area served by a center that require reorganizing the

provision of - vocatlonal education  in that region or
geographic area; C .

B. Present an alternative organizational method of
providing vocational education in a region or geographic

area served by a center;

‘C. Present a method for assigning title to and obligations
for property and indebtedness respectively of any region or
center affected by a reorganization plan: : L

D. Contain the applicable plan required by section 8306; and
E. Present any other information requested by the state

board.

2. :Assessment. by the commissiomer. The commissioner shall:

Page 6-LR0846(1)
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A. Assess the ~impact of the reorganization plan on the

provision of vocational education in any region _or
geographic area served by a center that is affected by the
reorganization plan;

B. ‘Assess the fiscal impact of the reorganization plan on
the State: and

C. Submit a written report of findings to the state board.
In the report, the commissioner may suggest revisions to the
reorganization plan as submitted or the commissioner may

propose an alternative reorganization plan. In the report,
the commissioner shall specifically recommend approval or

disapproval by the state board of the reorganization plan as
submitted, as revised or in alternative form.

3. Affected entities. For purposes of this section, the
following entities are deemed affected by a reorganization plan:

A. A unit that is served, or is proposed to be served, by a

region or center that is reorganized under a reorganization
splan: and - :

B. . A region or center that is reorganized under .a
reorganization plan.

For purposes of this subsection a_ "region or center that is
reorganized under a reorganization plan' means a region or center

that, as a result of -a reorganization plan, undergoes a change in

“the units served by it or a change in the organizational

structure by which it serves those units.

4. Additional information feggested by state board. As part
of the commissioner's assessment of a reorganization plan, or as

part of its own consideration of such a plan, the state board may

request additional information from any region, center, unit or
affiliated unit affected by such a plan. ’

5. State beoard approval. The state board may approve or

disapprove the reorganization plan, based on the reorganization
plan submitted to the state bhoard, the assessment undertaken by
the commissioner, .any additional information requested by the
state board and any public comments received by the state board
in connection with that reorganization plan. - :

B Local public hearings.  If the reorgﬁnization plan is
approved by the state board, the unit or units that prepared the

reorganization plan shall hold at least one public hearing in
each such unit or units and at least omne public hearing in
another unit affected by the reorganization plan and selected by
the governing body of each center or region affected by the
reorganization plan to present the plan to the voters residing in

Page 7-LR0846(1)
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those units affected by the plan. If the reorganization plan is
prepared by the commissioner and approved by the state board, the
commissioner shall hold at least one public hearing in a unit
affected by the reorganization plan and selected by the
commissioner and at least one public hearing in another unit
affected by the reorganization plan and selected by the governing
body of each center or region affected by the reorganization plan
to present the plan to the voters residing in_ units affected by
the plan. The vocational director and the cooperative board of

any region affected by a reorganization plan, and the vocational

director, advisory committee and governing body of any. center

-affected by a reorganization plan, must be invited to participate

at the public hearings.
7. Local referendum. After the public hearings reguired by

subsection 6, the school board of the unit or units that prepared

the rebrggnization'plan, or the commissioner if the commissioner
prepared the reorganization plan, shall submit the proposal
contained in that plan to the voters of each unit affected by the
reorganization plan in accordance with the provisions for holding

referendum elections under sections 1351 to 1354 and in Title
21-A and Title 30-A. The  state board must approve the form of
the guestion to be presented to the voters  prior to its
submission. ‘ '

8. ~Local  voter approval: issuance of certificate of
approval by state board. If the referendum required by
subsection 7 is approved by 2/3 or greater of the votes cast in a
majority of the units affected by the reorganization plan, the
state board shall issue a certificate of _approval making
effective the provisions of the reorganization plan. A

reorganization plan that proposes creation of a new center or
region must also comply with the requirements of subchapters III
and IV respectively prior to receiving a certificate of approval

from the state board.

Sec. 10. 20-A MRSA §§8351 to 8353, as enacted by PL 1981, c.
693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read:

§8351. State aid for centers and regioms

Stafe aid for weeatienal centers and weeatieral regions
shatl must be administered in accordance with ehapkter--605
chapters 606 and 609 and Title 20, section 3457,

§8352. Department budget recommendations

) 1. Budget recommendation. Before--each--regular-sessien--of
the~-Legislature,--the --state --board -shall--estimate--the--amounts

neeessary Prior to December 15th of each year, the commissioner,

with the approval of the state board, shall certify to the

Governor and to the Bureau of the Budget'the funding levels the

Page 8-LR0846(1)
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- commissioner recommends to carry out the purposes of seetiens
'8351,-8354 this subchapter and 8401-to--8405- subchapters IIT and

Iv. It The commissioner shall include these ameunts funding
levels in its the department's  request  to the 'Legislature for
appropriations from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of
thls chapter.

. 2.  Budget limitation. This section shall does not . apply to
construction’ grants made under chapter 609 and T1t1e 20, section
3460

f§8353a Tuition for studenmts semt out of state

If a scheeol--administratiwve unit that serves student's

residence ‘determines that a that student would be better served:

by ‘attending receiving vocational educatlon, on a tu1t10n basis,

- at an out-of-state secondary level vocational school whieh that

is located closer to that student's .residence .than a Maine
veeaktienal center, satellite program or region pregram-aveilable
te serving that student student's residence; .the State shall
reimburse- that--school administrative subsidize the unit the same
amount for eaeh that student as would have been incurred by such
a wveeatienal center, satellite program or wveeatiemal region

providing the same or similar vocational education to the student.
Sec. 11. 20-A MRSA §8354, as amended by PL 1983, c. 806, §67.

- is further amended to read:

§8354. Tuition computation for out—of—state stﬁdehts

The tuition charge for each ﬁenresiéent out- of-state student

shall-be receiving vocational -education at .a center, satellite

program or reglon is determlned as follows.

1. Primary method, The per student eeskt- f#EQArJy} tuition
charge is determined by:

A. Adding the amounts pald by the center, satelllte program
or region durlng the prev1ou§ fiscal year for:

(1) ‘Ieaeher—s Teechers salarles;’
(2) Fuel;

(35 Janitorial services;

(4) Textbooks;

(5) Reference books;

\

(6) School supplies for desk and laboratory use;

Page 9-LR0846(1)
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(7) Public utility services;
(8) Replacement of instructional equipment;
(9) PFire-insuranee Insurance; aand

(10) Compensation for the vocational director and the
vocational director's assistants; and

(11) Employee fringe benefits;

B. Adjusting the amounts in paragraph A by the allowable
percentages . set forth - in section 5805, subsection 1,
paragraph D; and - ' ' :

‘C. D1v1d1ng this sum by the average éaely—atteaéanee numberv
of all regularly enrolled students in ‘"at the woeational

_ center, _satellite program or wvoeatienal region on October
1st and April 1st of the previous fiscal year. =

2. Alternate method. When the cost of fuel, janitorial
services, public utility services or insurance for the-weeational

education facilities eamnet used to provide vocational education

can not be separated from similar costs for other facilities not
used to provide vocational education, these the costs shall-be
prorated--on-the-basis of facilities used to provide vocational
education are determined by prorating the s§uare footage of floor

' space in--the--veeational--education -sections-din -relatien used to

provide vocational education to the total amount of floor space
te—whieh these exgenéitufes ~appt+y at the facilities.

Sec. 12. 20-A MRSA §840L, as amended by PL 1989, c. 540, §1,

is further amended ‘to read:
§8401. Vocatiomal centers

The—Anxyyakxﬁsk—eenters Centers shall operate at Augustay,
Baths, Biddefordjs, School Administrative District No. 61,
(Bridgton)+; Caribous, School Administrative District No. 46~
(Dexter)s. Ellsworth, School Administrative District No. 9»
(Farmington)#, School Administrative District ©No. 27 (Fort

‘Kent)s, Lewistons, Madawaskas, Portlands, School Administrative

District No. 1, (Presque Isle)s. Sanford, School Administrative
District No. 54, (Skowhegan)s, School Administrative District No.
24 (Van Buren) s, Watervilles and Westbrook. School
Administrative District No. 27, School Administrative District
No. 33 ‘and Madawaska School Department are authorized to enter
into. a cooperative agreement whieh--provides to provide for the
construction and operation of a weeatienal center in School

‘Administrative District No. 33.

Page 10-LR0846(1)
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Sec. 13. 20-A MRSA §8402, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

and 8, is amended to read:
§8402. Programs

A voeatiomal center shall provide programs of ' yvocational
education and--+training --in--trader---Aindustrial,---agricultural,-

businessr--distributive--and--service--oceupations. Programs of
vocational education are eligible to receive state subsidy
pursuant to chapters 606 and 609. All programs of vocational

"education offered by a center must _be approved by the
. commissioner pursuant to section 8306-A. The programs must offer

a_ sequence of courses that are directly related to the
preparation of individuals for employment in current or emerging

occupations and may include training and education in academic

.and _business skills preparing students to further their education

at the technical college or other college level or allowing
students to use trade and occupational skills on other than an

employee basié. Programs _of vocational education may also
include training and éducation in music, athletics, art and other

activities approved by the commissioner pursuant to section
8306-A. ' i

Sec. 14. 20-A MRSA §8403, as amended by PL 1983, c. ‘485, §§27

-and 28, is repealed.

Sec. 15. 20-A MIRSA §8403-A is enacted to read:
8403-A. Satellite programs
1. Authoritz for _vocational satellite programs. _An

affiliated unit may onerate-a‘vocational satellite program with
the approval of the commissioner pursuant to subsection 2.

2. Procedure for authorizin vocational satellite
Programs. Any affiliated unit that wishes to operate a
vocational satellite program shall submit a written request to
operate such a_ satellite program to _the 'gbverning; body of the
center with which the unit is affiliated. The reguest must fully
document the perceived need for the operation of a satellite

program. e _governing bodz of the center w1th which the unit is
aff111ated shall consider -~ the request’ and forward its

recommendation to the commissioner concerning whether that
request should be approved. The comm1551oner shall act on the
reguest Dursuant to section 8306-A.

'3.  Financial responsibility for satellite programs. A unit
operating a satellite program shall assume full financial

responsibility for paying the operating costs of that program and

the unit is entitled to rece1ve the state subsidy and tuition

income for the program.

Page 11-LR0846(1)
L.D.1677

S



! (/\w _ 4. Facilities and equipment; school construction aid. A
2 unit that operates a satellite program:

4 A. Shall furnish the necessary facilities and equipment for

the satellite program; and

6
. B. Is _eligible for school construction aid if new
1 8 facilities for the satellite program are required and
5 : approved.
10

, 5. Employment of teachers. The superintendent of a unit
12 operating a satellite program shall, in consultation with the
. vocational director of the center with which the wunit is

14 affiliated, employ teachers for that satellite program in

accordance with the procedures established by section 13201.

6. Supervision. The superintendent of a unit operating a
; 18- satellite program shall, in consultation with the vocational

director of the center with which the wunit is affiliated,

20 supervise personnel working for that satellite program.

] . 16

! 22 7. Part-time instructors. A unit operating a satellite
3 program may employ part-time instructors for such a program. A
- 24 part-time instructor may be employed at separate satellite

% programs operated by different ‘units. Such a part-time
|
t

(,n> 26 instructor emploved at separate satellite programs operated b

different units may be employed separately by each unit or

28 employed solely bx one unit under a reimbursement arrangement,

approved by the commissioner, involving all units where that

; _ 30 instructor is employed.
32 Sec. 16. 20-A MRSA §8404, as amended by PL 1989, c. 878, Pt.’

, §45, is further amended to read:

34
§8404. Center advisory committee
36 ;

There--shall--be Each center must have an advisory committee

{ 38  responsible for eeerdinating advising the vocational director

N concernin the rovision of vocational education  in---each
g 40 veeatienal by the center.:
i
P 42 1. Membership. Membership on the advisory committee shall
! eonsict consists of: '
44 o

! , A, The superintendents--of--+the —-participating --secondary
I 46 66h001E—~——Or——m- the-----superintendents'-———— representatives
3 superintendent of each unit governing or affiliated with the
; 48 center or the superintendent's designee; and
i
: 50 ' B. Ome-beard A member checen-from-ecach-participating of the

; school board by--its--membership~ for each unit governing or

) : 52 affiliated with the center, chosen by that school board; and

; | Page 12-LR0846(1)
! . L.D.1677



10

12

14

16

18

20
22

24

26

30
32
34
36
38
40
42
44

46

48

50

52

C. If apgrgved bi the 'school board of each unit governing

or affiliated with the center, representatives, on either a
voting or wponvoting basis, of private secondary schools

approved for tuition gurposes and‘served by the center.,

2. Meetlngs. The advisory committee shall meet at least

quarterly 6 t1mes Eer calendar year.

3. Duties. The advisory committee:

A, Shall Prep'are—_-‘a-nd--—su'bmieadvise and ass:'..'st the center
and its ‘satellite programs in the preparation and submission

of an annual report on the veeatiemal center and weeatienal
satellite programsy to the sktate-beard commissioner and to
each municipality served by the center or satellite programs;

B. May Shall develop a cooperatlve agreement which--shall-
delineate delineating the duties and powers of the advisory

‘committee ané—--—éeva.—se-—a—--iermula—fier——sharang——eeses. The

agreement--is--subjeet-to-ratification-by--all -of--the--school
bearés——-o~f-_-—the-——pa—r—t—i:e—i—9a—ti—ng———aéminiétrative——mi—t—s—. A
cooperative agreement or any amendment to the agreement must
be ratified by the school board of each unit or affiliated
unit Served b_y:" the center. This A coogeratlve agreement

‘shall must be reviewed annually-r—-w-l-t-h-—a- eeﬁy—-—be-l-ng- by
"advisory committee and. submitted by the center and its

aff111ated" units to the commissioner; and

‘C. 1Ia shall, in the event that the' school b_o‘ards' +0f School

Administrative District 'No., 27, School  Administrative
District No. 33> and Madawaska SchoolvDepartment enter into
a cooperative agreement pursuant to section 8401 and a new
vocational center in Maine School Administrative District
No. 33 becomes operational, the devise a cost sharing
formula for the nmew--vocational center established thereby
shall---pertain pertaining to the «cost of vocational
educational programs which exceed expenditures made for
those programs in the base year as adjusted pursuant to
section 15603, seetienm subsection 5 and to the local share
of debt service costs attributable to construction of the

_voeational center 1n School Adm1nlstrat1ve District No. 33«

: and

D. May devise a formula for sharing costs of the center
among the units served by that center. Such a formula or
any amendment’ to the formula must be ratified by the school

" 'board of each unit or affiliated unit served by the cgnz;er.

Any such unit may withdraw, subject to obllgatlons incurred
by the wunit for any debt i‘SSued previously by or for the

benefit of the center, from such a cost-sharing formula at
the end of any fiscal year following one year's written

Page 13-LR0846(1)
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notice to all other units served by the center. Following
withdrawal by such. a unit, the center may continue to serve
that unit under any financial arrangement approved by the

center and the unit.

Sec. 17. 20-A MRSA §8405, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

" and 8, is amended to read:

§8405. Director

A scheel--administrative unit operating a wvoeatienal center

. shall employ en--the--staff--of--the-center a leeal certified

vocational director ef-wveecational-oduecakien.

1. Qualifications.' The vocational director shall must meet
the qualifications prescribed by the state board.

2. Administrative status. The vocational director shall
serve as chief. administrative officer of the center and--its
satellites and have-all has the authority and--obligatieons of a

- seeendary--seheel principal in the scheel--admiristrative unit

operating the center.

Sec. 18. 20-A MRSA §8451 as amended by PL 1989, c. 700, Pt.

, §57, is further amended to read:
§8451. Vocational regions

. 1. Legislative imtemt. It . is the intent of the Legislature
that the each vocational regiens region shall deliwer provide
vocational education te-their-respective-areas in accordance with
this chapter, and they shall function as extensiens an extension
of the secondary schools located within their-regiem the region's

Qoundaries.

2. Boundaries. The vocational regions‘ shall have
boundaries as follows. ’ ’

B.  Region 2. SOUTHERN AROOSTOOK COUNTY. Units located in
this area--shall region include: Bancroft; Benedicta;
Crystal; Dyer Brook; Hersey; Island Falls; Linneus; Ludlow;
Merrill; Moro Plantation; New Limerick; Oakfield; Orient;
Smyrna; School Administrative District No. 14-—Danforth 14
(Danforth and Weston):; School Administrative District No. 25
-M&- 25 Mt. Chase. Plantation, Patten, Sherman and
Stacyville); School Administrative District No. 20-—Hammend
29 (Hammond Plantation, Houlton, Littleton and Monticellol,
and School Administrative District No. 76-—Amity 70 (Amity,
: Cary Plantation, Haynesv111e and Hodgdonl

C. Region 3. NORTHERN PENOBSCOT COUNTY. Units located in
- this area---shadld- region ‘include: Carroll Plantation;

Page 14-LR0846(1)
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Codyville; Drew Plantation; East Millinocket; Glenwood
Plantation; Lakeville Plantation; Macwahoc Plantation;
Medway; Millinocket; Reed Plantation; Topsfield; Vanceboro;
Woodville; School Administrative District No. 30-—Lee 30
(Lee, Prentiss Plantation, Springfield, Webster Plantation
and Winn); School Administrative District No. 31-—-Buxrliagten
31 (Burlington, Edinburg, Enfield, Howland, Lowell,
Maxfield, Passadumkeag and Seboeis Plantation); and School
Administrative District No. 67--Chester 67 (Chester, Lincoln
and Mattawamkeagq).

D. Region 4., SOUTHERN PENOBSCOT COUNTY. Units located in
this area--shall region include: Alton; Amherst; Aurora;
Bangor; Bradley; Brewer; Dedham; Glenburn; Great Pond
Plantation; Greenbush; Greenfield; Hermon; Milford; 014
Town; Orono; Orrington; Osborn Plantation; Veazie; School
Administrative District No. 22-Hampden 22 (Hampden, Newburgh
and  Winterport); School Administrative District . No.

"23-Carmel 23 (Carmel and -Levant); School Administrative

District No. 38-Pimment 38 (Dixmont and Etna):; School
Administrative District No. 63-Cliften 63 (Clifton,
Eddington and Holden); and School Administrative District
No. 64-Bradferd 64 (Bradford, Corinth, 'Hudson, Kenduskeag
and Stetson). ‘ ‘

F. ‘Region 7. WALDO COUNTIY. Units located in this area

shall region include: School Administrative District No.
3-Brooks 3 (Brooks, Freedom, Jackson, Knox, Liberty, Monroe,
Montville, Thorndike, Troy, Unity and Waldo): School

‘Administrative District No. 34-Beilfast 34 (Belfast, Belmont,

Morrill, Northport, Searsmont and Swanville):; and School
Administrative District No. 656-Erankfert 56 (Frankfort,
Searsport and Stockton Springs).

G. Region 8. KNOX COUNTY. ©Units located in this area
shatl region include: Appleton; Hope: Islesboro;
Lincolnville; School Administrative District No. B5-Owls 5
(Owls Head, Rockland and South  Thomaston); School
Administrative District No. 7-Nerth 7 (North Haven); School
Administrative District No. 8-Vimalhawen 8 (Vinalhaven);
School Administrative District No. 28-Camden 28 (Camden and
Rockport); School Administrative District No. 40-FEriendship

40 (Friendship, Union, Waldoboro, Warren and Washington);
"and School Administrative = District No. 50-Cushiang 50

(Cushing, St. George and Thomaston).

H. Region 9. NORTHERN OXFORD COUNTY. Units located in
this area--shall region include: Gilead; Hanover; Peru;
Rumford; Upton, so long as it sends its secondary students
to schools operated by administrative units within the
region; School Administrative District No. 21-Canten 21
(Canton, Carthage and Dixfield):; School ' Administrative
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District No. 43-Byren 43 (Byron, Mexico and Roxbury); and
School Administrative District No. 44-Andever 44 _ (Andover,
Bethel, Greenwood, Newry and Woodstock).

I. Region 10. EASTERN CUMBERLAND-SAGADAHOC COUNTY. Units
located in this area--shall region include: Brunswick:;
Freeport; and School Administrative District No. 75-Bewdeidn

75 _(Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, Harpswell and Topsham). This
regien--and--the--rocational--center--at--Bath--shall--eeerdinate

progeams-and-aetivitiesw

J. Region 11. SOUTHERN OXFORD COUNTY. . Units located in
this area--shalld region include: School Administrative

District No. 217-Harrisemn 17 __ (Harrison, Hebron, Norway,
Otisfield, Oxford, Paris, Waterford and West Paris); and

School Administrative  District No. 30-Buek£field 39
(Buckfield, Hartford and Sumner). TFhig--regien--and---the
veeatienal--ecenter-at-School--Administrative -Distriet--No-61L
{Bridgten)-chall-eecordinate-pregrams—and-activities~

3. Central Arocostook County. Central Aroostook County
shall is also be a vecatiomal region.

A. Public secondary schools located at: Ashland; Caribou;
Easton; Fort Fairfield; Limestone; Mars Hill; Presque Isle;
and Washburn shall--be are served by =scegienal--veecational
centers located in Presque Isle and Caribou.

'B. Notwithstanding provisions of sections 8452 to 8459,
these " regiemal centers shall--be are governed by theis
respeetive the school boards of the units operating such
centers, but shall have an advisory committee. as defined in

section 8404, responsible for coordinating - vocational
education for the Central Arcostook County area--as--defined

in-seetion-8404 region.

4. Validation. Each vocational region authorized and

organized wunder Public Law 1973, chaptef 605, 1is hereby

validated, confirmed, approved and  declared legal in all
respects, notwithstanding any defect or irregularity which may
have occurred in the organization of the region or in the
selection of the cooperative board of that region.

5. HNortherm Arcostocok Coumty. Northern Aroostook County
shall is also be a wveeatienal region aand--shall--be-erganised--in
the-£follewing-manner.

A. Public = secondary schools 1located at Van Buren,
" Madawaska, St. Agatha, Fort Kent and Allagash shali-be are
served by regienal-wveecatienal centers located in Van Buren,
Madawaska and Fort Kent, provided that in the event that the
school boards of School Administrative District No. 27 (Fort
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and Madawaska enter into a cooperative agreement pursuant to
section 8401, the agreement shall must provide that if a new
voeational center located in Maine School Administrative
District No. 33 becomes operational, vocational students
from Maine School Administrative District No. -10 (Allagash)
shall must be allocated slots in the vocational programs at
the center as tuition students on the same basis as students
from the 3 participating units and that vocational students
from School Administrative District No. 24 (Van Buren) shall
must be permitted to attend that weeakienal center on a
tuition basis to the extent that there are unused slots
available in the vocational programs at the center.

B. Notwithstanding sections 8452 to 8459, these regienal
centers shall-be are governed by their-respeetive the school

boards of the units operating the centers, but shall have an

"advisory committee, _as defined in section 8404, for the

mnorthera Northern Aroostook County area region, provided
that in the event that the school boards of School
Administrative District No. .27, School Administrative
District No. 33 and Madawaska School Department enter into a
cooperative agreement pursuant to section 8401, the nerkthezn
Northern Aroostook County advisory committee shall must be
made up of representatives of those 3 administrative units
and ‘the advisory committee -shall--have has authority to
review applications for employment and personnel records

"relating to the vocational director and teachers. in the

vocational pregram programs of the center in order for the
advisory committee to make employment recommendations to the

‘Superintendent of Schools of Maine School Administrative

District No. 33.:

C. In the event that School Administrative District No. 27,
School Administrative District No. 33 and Madawaska School
Department enter into a cooperative agreement pursuant to
section 8401, not . later than June 30, 1989, the school
boards of the 3 participating units shall, in conjunction
with the advisory committee, develop and submit a plan to
the Commissioner--of -Edueation commissioner for delivery--of
providing secondary vocational serviees education within the
3 participating units. - The plan shall must include:

- (1) A proposal for the ‘construction of a new
voeakional center in School Administrative District No.
33;

(2) Provisions for assignment without loss of salary
.0of all continuing contract vocational teachers employed
by School Administrative District No. 27 and Madawaska
School Department to School Administrative District No.
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District No. 33 becomes operational; and

(3) Assurances that all 3 participating administrative
units and School Administrative District No. 10 on a
tuition basis, shall have access to programs at the new
veaatienal center in proportion to the number of high
school juniors~-—and---seniors students in each
administrative unit.

D. The plan developed under paragraph C shall must be
submitted to the Commissioner-of--Education commissioner for
approval. The commissioner may ~ make necessary
recommendations to the participating units to assist in the
implementation of the plan for the school year 1991-92. <The
plan--shall -be--approved -by--the - commissioner--by--dugust--30,

1080,

E. If the school boards of School Administrative District
No. 27, School Administrative District No. 33 and Madawaska
enter into a cooperative agreement pursuant to section 8401
and if a plan developed under paragraph C is approved by the
commissioner, School Administrative District No. 33 shall
have has the authority to undertake school construction
projects for vocational education in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 609 and to borrow money and issue
bonds and notes of the district for school construction
projects in accordance with section 1311 and sections 1351
to 1354. ' :

- F. Section 8301 8301-A, subsection b 6 and sections 8452 to
8467 shall do not apply to the weeatienal region established
for nerthern Northern Aroostook County under this section.

Sec. 19. 20-A MRSA §8451-A is enacted to read:

§8451—A. Programs

: A _region shall provide programs of vocational education,.
Programs of vocational education are eligible to receive state
subsidy ‘pursuant to chapters 606 and - 609. All programs of
vocational education offered by a region must be approved by the
commissioner pursuant to section 8306-A. The programs must offer

a . sequence of courses that are directly related to the

preparation of individuals for employment in current or emerging

‘occupations and may include training and education in academic

and business skills preparing students to further their education
at ‘the technical college or college level or allowing students to
use trade and_ occupational skills on other than an employee
basis. Programg of ~vocational education may also include
training and education in -music, athletics, art and ‘other

Page 18-LR0846(1)
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activitie approved the commigsioner ursuant to ection

8306-A.
Sec. 20. 20-A MRSA §84§2 as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

and. 8, is amended to read:
§8452. Cooperative board; formatiom

The Each vocational regiens-shadd-be region is administered
by a cooperative board organized as follows.

1. Structure of cooperative board. The school boards of
the scheel-administrative units located in a region, at a joint
meeting called by the commissioner, shall d&etermine decide for

the region by majority vote:

A. The size of the cooperative board;

B. The number of members of the cooperative board to serwe
£zrom represent each unit or group of units;

C. The method of selecting Eepfesentééives—{;em members of
the cooperative board to represent each unit or group of
units; and ’

D. The method of sharing costss-and of vocational education
among. the units in the region,

Ev-—ému}-anm&ﬁﬁh—eﬁ—-&nits-Jay—be-~§einely—qaﬁa#xﬁﬁﬂaal—kﬁu—a
aoceporative-board-membery

2. Role of mumicipal officers. The municipal officers of
each scheoi-admiaistrative unit within in the region shaiil must
be invited to the joint meeting to present testimony omn
cooperative board membership and on the methods of sharlng costs

among the units in the region.

3. Votimg. Eaeh The school board of each unit shall -caucus
with the municipal officers within of that unit. Im Thereafter,
in the joint meeting, the each school board shall cast their its

‘votes on the issues identified in subsection 1 in accordance with

the majority vote of the caucus of their the school board and

municipal officers. Each school board has one vote on each of
the issues identified in subsection ’

4. Process of appeal. A Within 30 days of the date of the

~joint meeting, a school board may appeal deecisiens-en--the--method

of - shariang-ceost-and-the--method of apportioning-representatives-on
the-coeoperative--board to the state board ang decision reached at
he joint meeting on an issue identified i ubsection 1. The
state board decision shail-be is final and b1nd1ng on the school
administrative units within the region. '
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5. Appointment of cooperative board members. Whea After
the member-school-administrative school boards of the units ef-a

~gooperative--beard in a region have determined decided the

representation-and--the--methed-of-sharing--costs issues identified

‘in subsection 1, the superinteandents superintendent of each unit

in the region shall call meetings a meeting of the school beazds

board for the unit. The At that meeting the school beazds board

shall appoint’ &heir its authorized number of represertatives
members to the cooperative board. '

6. Organization of the cooperative board. The erganisation

ef-the cooperative board shall-eeeur 1s organized as follows.

A. The superintendents of the units within the region shall

call a meeting of the cooperative board members te-erganize

appointed pursuant to subsection 5.
B. The cooperative board members shall:

(1) Elect a ehairman  chair and wvieeo-~chairman
vice-chair;

(2) 'Elect a secretary. who dees need not have-te be. a
member of the cooperative board;

. (3) Adopt a éonstitution or bylaws fer-ithe--galling -of
and-eondueting-ef-beard-meetings; and

(4) Elect a treasurer. who need not be 'a member of the
cooperative board. The treasurer shall give a bond to
the cooperative board with the . sum and sureties
established by the gcooperative board. This bond shaill
must be deposited with the ehaismar chair. The
expenses expense of the bends-shadl bond must be paid
by the ‘cooperative board. The-ireasurer--does--net-have
Ee—be-a—membeE—eE—Ehe—eeepesative—beasév

: 7. Filing return with state board. The secretary of the -
coogeratlve board shall immediately file a return with the state
board listing identifying the names of the members and officers
of the cooperative board and certifying that the cooperative
board has been properly organized.

8. Issuamce of certificate of approval. The In_ response to
a return filed pursuant ‘to subsection 7, the state board may
shall issue a certificate of approval for the organization e=
reerganisation-for--each-veeational of the region. The issuance
of the certificate shall-be is conclusive evidence of the lawful
organization of the region. The original certificate shall must
be kept on file by with the secretary of eaeh the region, and

Page 20-LR0B46(1)
L.D.1677



10

12

14.

16
18
20
22
24

26

28

30

32

34

.36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50.

52

copies shall must be placed on flle in the office of the

' comm1551oner .

Sec. 21. 20-A MRSA §8453, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

and 8, is repealed.
Sec. 22. 20-A MRSA §8453-A is enacted to read:

B453~A.A Membershl on _Coo eratlve board .

1. Reguirements. Fach member of a cooperative‘board must:
A, _Represent a unit within the region;-
B. Represent a unit in which the member resides; and

cC. Represent approximately the same = number of persons
residing within the region as each ~other member of the

cooperative board.

2. School board membEr reguirement: unit with multiple
representatives. If a unit is authorized by section 8452 to

appoint more than one member of a cooperative board, one of those
members mustpbe a. member of the school board of the unit.

3. Conflicts of interest. A member of a cooperative board
may not: ’ g :

A. Hold any office the duties of which are incompatible
with those of a member of the cooperative board;

"B.  During the term for which that member serves on the
" cooperative board and for one year thereafter, be appointed
to any civil office of profit or employment position that is
created or the compensation of which is increased by the

action of the cooperative board during that term: or

D. Be employed as a full-time employee of the region

governed by the cooperative board to which.the member has
been appointed, -nor. may - the spouse of a member  be . so

emploved. .  For -purposes of -this ' subsection, - "full-time
employee'" means ' a person- regularly employved on .a weekly

~ basis regardless of - remuneration- or the number -of hours
worked.

A contract made by' a__cooperative board must comply with the

‘requirements of T1t1e 30-A, section 2605.

Sec. 23 20-A MRSA §8454, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

and 8, is repealed and the follow1ng enacted in its place:

§8454, Oath of office
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1. Oath. Before taking any official action, a newly

appointed member of a cooperative board shall take the following
oath or affirmation before a-dedimus justice or notary public.

"I (name) do swear that I will faithfully discharge .to

the best of my abilities the duties encumbent on me as a
member of the —cooperative board of Vocational Education

Region No. according to the Constitution of Maine and laws
of this State, so help me God." ‘ '

.o 2. Certificate. A member of a cooperativé board shall make

a certificate documenting that the member has taken the oath or
affirmation and return it to the secretary of the cooperative
board who shall keep it on file at the office of the cooperative

board. ’

3. Alternative language. If a member is ‘conscientiouslz

scrupulous of taking an oath., the word "affirm" must be used
instead of the word "swear" and the words 'this I do under the
pains and penalty of perjury" must be used instead of the words
"so help me God." v

Sec. 24. 20-A MRSA §8455, as amended by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt.
C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: ‘

§8455. Vocational regiom comsidered a political subdivision

A ‘Vocational' region shall--be is a. political subdivision
within the meaning of Title 5, section 1222 19002, subsection 6,

and a gquasi-municipal corporation within the meaning of Title
30-a, section 5701, and all the provisions of that-section-shall

be-applieable those sections apply to them.it.
Sec. 25. 20-A MRSA §8456, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

and 8, is amended to read:
§8456. Voter approval of cooperative board articles

Voeational--regiens--may A region shall vote on articles
submitted by the cooperative board using the procedures set forth
in sections 1351 to 1354. For such' purposes, references in
those sections to "school administrative district" or "district"
mean vocational region; references in those sections to "hoard of
directors," . "board," . "school - _hoard," "“school directors" or
"school director' mean cooperative board; and references in those

sections to "they" mean either, as appropriate in the context,
cooperative board or members of the cooperative board. , .

Sec. 26. 20-A MRSA §8457, as amended by PL 1987, c. 98, §3,

is further amended to read:

Page 22-LR0846(1)
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§8457. Cooperative board authority

: 1. Gemeral powers and duties. A cooperative board shall
have has all of the rights powers and duties of a school board as
provided in section 1001, subsections 1, 2, 4 to 7, 1ll1-A and 12;
section 1002; section 1256, subsections 1, 2 and 4 to 7; section

.1257; sections 1313 to 1315; section 2501; section 4801; section
: 13201, and section 13202. For such r ¢ references in those

"district" mean vocational region: references in those sections

committee," "board," "board of

~ "school

oard, "

those sections to "“director" mean a member of a cooperative

. board; and referemnces in those sections to "they" mean either, as

appropriate in the context, cooperative board or members of the
cooperative board. ‘

2. ' Cooperative agreememt. The cooperative board shall adopt
2a_cooperative agreement incorporating at a minimum_ each of the

items listed under section 8452, subsection 1. The cooperative
board, with the superintendents' advisory committee, shall
annually review the cooperative agreement. It The cooperative
board may amend the agreement with-respect--to--the-zdministratien
ef--vogational--education--in--the--regionv~--A--revision--of--the
agreement-shall-be, subject to approval by a majority vete of the
school boards of the units served by the region in--accordance
with--the --ere—mae--vobe -principle. A copy of the cooperative

‘agreement and any amendments shall to_ the agreement must be filed
-with the commissioner. ,

“3a Authority to borrow, cxpend amd accept funds. A
cooperative board may: : - v

A. Borrow funds in anticipation of the a member unit's
payment of its share of the veeataenal regional budget.

beans Such Qg;row1ng

(1) Shall Must be repald within one year; and

(2) May not at any ' time exceed 3/4 of the region's
annual approved budget appfeveé byb4ﬂxf4wambep—uaats of
the- Eegaea,

B. . May-exzpend Expend available revenue funds to meet pay
debt service amd , security and maintenance of--preperty
costs; and :

C. Accept and expend spec1a1 grants from state and federal
sources.
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4. Compenéation. Ceeperative A cooperative board members

member may be paid up to $10 $25, plus reasonable expenses, for
each meeting attended of the cooperative board its -

subcommittees that the member attends.

5. Meetings. A cooperatlve board. shall meet at least 6

times per calendar year.

“Sec. 27. 20-A MRSA §§8458 to 8460, as enacted by PL 1981, c.
693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read:

.§8458. Vocatiomal director; chief administrative officer

1. Employment of vocatiomal director. The cooperative
board shall employ a certified vocational director who shall
administer, in compliance with this section, the provision of

-vocational education in the reglon. The - -board--may --appoint--the

direeter-to-serve-as~the+
Ar--Administrative-effieer-of-the-regions-and
Br--Treasurer-and-seeretary-to-the-board-

Ao~ Dukies.—---The---administrative---officer —-may---nominate-
teachers-and-shall-pexform-other-duties-as-assigned-by-the-beard~

3v---E=-eEEicio- iﬁhﬁiﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁhﬁ%~Gﬁﬁieeﬁr——4ﬁi—éhe cooperative

- beard--dees~ iﬁﬁh—des&gnate --the - yoecational--direetor--to - serve--as

administrative--officer,-the--beard-may -enter--into-an -agreement
with--a--superintendent -within--the -region-+to--serve-as--ex-offieie
administrative--eEficer ~-£or ~-the - region -with--the--duties--uader
subseetion-2«

4. ' Appointment of chief administrative officer. The

cooperative board shall appoint a chief. admlnlgtratlve officer
who shall administer the region in compliance with policy set by
the cooperative board. nominate teachers and other employees for

employment by the region and perform such other duties as are
assigned -to the chief administrative officer by the cooperative

"~ board. The \cooperative .board shall appoint as the chief

administrative officer either:

A. The vocational director; or

B. The'sugérintendent of a unit in the region.

5. Appointment of treasurer and seéretarz. The cooperative

board may appoint the vocational director or the chief
administrative officer as treasurer or secretary, or both, of the

cooperative board.:

§8459. Superintendents’ advisory committee
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The euperintendents‘of the units within each region shall
serve as an advisory committee to the cooperatlve board This
commlttee shall: '

1. Right”to attend cooperative board meetings. Be-diavited
to-akttend--and receive Must receive notice of and must be invited

to attend all meetings held-by of the cooperative board; and

2. Meeting with vocatiomal director. Meet Shall meet with
the vocational director of the region at 1least 4 times each

. calendar year to review current and proposed programs, budgets

and issues relating to vocational education in the region.

§8460. Budget

The --vocational - regien Each reglon s ~budget shall must be
prepared and approved as follows+t. :

1. Duties of the cooperative board. The cooperative board
shall:

A. Prepare and approve a budget for the veeataenal reglon,

B. Hold 2 a publlc hearings hearlng in each of 2 separate
‘municipalities in the region, prior to submitting the budget

‘for adeptien approval by the region's voters in accordance
with one of the methods of voting set forth in subsection 2:

cC. Prepare 2 articles, or ‘2 orders for municipal council

meetings, in substantlally the £ellowing': ‘form set forth in
subparagraphs (1) and :

(1) " "Shall the regional vocational operating budget as

approved by the . cooperative  board for the
year _: .. be ‘approved . in the amount of
$ L ?n;' and : o ' . = . )

(2) "Shall ‘the VOcatiOnaI region approve a budget for
~adult education in‘ the amount of $ . " for the
year ", . : :

D. Select the method of submitting the articles or orders
for budget adeptaen pproval from those euelened set forth
in subsection ‘2; and

‘E. Select the date of the budget voteL_ Af the reg10na1
budget meetlng method is used. :

2. Methods of budget approval. The cooperative board shall

submit the £imnal budget for approval by the voters in _a reglon as
follows:
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A, The articles, or orders, for the vocational education
operating budget and adult education pertiens-ef--the- budget
shatl for the region must be submitted for adeptien approval
by one of the following methods prior to July 1st:

(1) . The school administrative unit method eutlined
described in section 8461;

(2) . The referendum method éétlineé described in
sections 1351 to 1354; amd or-

(3)  The regional budget meeting method euklined
. described in section 8462; and L

B. . For the purpose of approving money to repay bonds issued
by the region, each school administrative wunit within a the
region shall include as part of the debt service portion ' .of
its regular school budget an amount sufficient to eever-that
pay such school administrative unit's share of the region's
debt service.

“3. Budget reconsideration. If the articles or orders are

not adepted approved pursuant to subsection 2, the cooperative
board shall:

A. Prepare a revised budget and budget articles; and

B. Submit the revised budget articles for voter approval
under the regional budget meeting method before August 1st.

Sec. 28. 20-A MRSA §8461, as amended by PL 1985, c. 797, §44,

is further amended to read: . -

§8461. School administrative unit method

- 1. Role of the school administrative unit. The legislative

“body

vote

of each seheel--administrative- unit in &he a region shall

-on the articles submitted by the cooperative board.

Al The vote of on the budget shail-be-completed articles by

each unit must occur at the same time as the vote on the
unit's regular school” budget. :

B. The vote ef-+the -legislative-bedy--shall on each budget

article must be to accept or reject each such article. as

appearing in the budget warrant. No portion:of a warrant

‘may be amended.

C. . Following the annual--budget--meeting --of--a--school
adminiskrative vote on_ the budget articles by a unit, the
clerk of that the unit shall notify, in writing, the member
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or members of the cooperative board whieh that represent
- that the unit of the results of the vote.

2. Role ' of the -cooperative board. - The ' role of "the
cooperative board is as followss. '

A.  Within 5 days after the last wunit in the region has
_aeted yvoted on the budget, the ehairman chair of the
cooperative board shall call a meeting of the cooperative
board to tally the results of the wete voteg of the units in

the region.

B. The Each cooperative board members. member shall report

in writing ard-shkall--oasit--their -ballets the number of units

represented by the member that voted on the budget articles

in the affirmative or in the negative and shall cast a vote

in accordance with the vote of the majority wete of the
- school administrative units represented by that member.

C. The echairman chair shall add tally these votes of the
cooperative board members and the - cooperative board shall
make a finding of fact and enter in its records the tetal
wekte number of members that voted in the affirmative and the
number of members that voted in the negative.

- (1) If the tetal number of members that voted in the
affirmative wvotes--emceed exceeds the &etal number of
members that voted in the negative wetes, the
cooperative board shall declare that the region's
budget has been approved. ’

(2) If any article within-the-budget fails to pass be
approved by _a majority of the members on the
cooperative board, or if a special budget meeting is
called to pledge the . credit wof the distriet region
after the cogperative board has declared . that an
emergency exists, the cooperative board may prepare a

i new budget or special budget and submit. the necessary
articles to a regiomal budget meeting ef-the-wvecational
regien called in the manner set--forth described in
section 8462,

3. School admlnlstratlve dlstrlcts and communlty school
districts. A municipality whieh that is a member of a secondary
community school district or a school administrative district in
a region shall appropriate the costs .of vocational education

allocable to the municipality under the approved budget for the
region as part of the municipality's secondary school budget. ’

-~ Sec.29. 20-A MRSA §8462, as amended by FL 1983. c. 862, §61,

is further amended to- read.,,v

'  Page 27-LR0846(1)
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. §8462. Regional budget meeting approval method

1. Method of motice. A regional budget meeting shail must
be called by a warrant. The warrant shaii must be signed by a
majority of the cooperative board membezsghip, The following
procedures shall apply to the warrant.

A. The warrant shall must specify the time and place of the
regional budget meeting.

B. The warrant shall must be directed by name to any
resident 1living within the weeaktioral region by--zname
ordering the resident to notify all voters within the region
to assemble at the time and place appeinted specified for

the regional budget meeting.

C. The warrant shail must include the budget articles. -that
the cooperative board considers necessary to place before
the voters and--the-auvthorization -to--expend-funds--of--the
regien-£for-the-£fiseal-yeax.

'D. An attested copy of the warrant shall must be posted by
the person to whom it is directed in some conspicuous public
place in each ef-the-munigcipalities municipality within the
veeatienal region at least 7 days before the regional budget
meetlngr i’

E. The person who gives notice of the regional budget
meeting by posting the warrant shall complete the return on
the warrant stating the manner of noticer and location and
time of posting in each ecommuaity municipality within the
region.

F. A . detailed supportive budget document shall must
accompany the warrant and be made available in sufficient
guantities to the legislative body which-has-responsibility
for-£final-budget--appreval of each municipality in the region
and to the voters present at the regional budget meeting.
Thé supportive document shall mnmust contain a summary of
antieipated estimated revenues and estimated expenditures

for the fiscal year that is the subject of the budget.

2. Procedure. The procedure at and immediately prior to a
reg10na1 budget meeting shall must be as follows.

A. The cooperative board shall appoint a resident of a
municipality within the region to act as  the registration
clerk for the regional budget meeting.

B. The registration clerk shall make and keep ‘a voting list
of all residents in the region eligible to vote. The clerk
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shall compile the voting list from the voting lists of all
the municipalities within the region.

C. Each municipal clerk within the region shall deliver to
the registration clerk, 5 business days prior to the
regional budget meeting, a certified eezreeted copy of the

- voting 1list of the member municipality. Additiomns to or

deletions from the 1list may not be made during the 5
business days prior to the regional budget meeting. Only the
eitisens persons whose names appear on the voting list may

vote at the regional budget meeting on the budget articles

presented by the cooperative board.

D. The chairman chair of the cooperative board; or. if the
chair is absent, the ehairmanls chair's designee, shall open
the regional budget meeting by calling for the election of a
moderator, by receiving and counting the votes for each

person nominated to such position and by swearing in the
nominsee person receiving a plurality of the votes cast.

E. The moderator shall preside over the regional budget
meeting. , .

F. The A vocational education budget article may be adepted

-approved only by . a majority vote of those present and

voting. The vote on each budget article must be to accept
or reject each such article as appearing in the budget

warrant, or as amended by vote of the regional budget
meeting. . B

G. The moderator shall  appoint from those persons whose
names appear on the certified voting lists as many ballot
clerks as necessary for the efficient operation of the
regional budget meeting. The ballot clerks shail must be
sworn in by the moderator.

H. The secretary of the cooperative board} or, if the
secretary is absent, the secretary's designee, shall record
accurately all the votes of the regional budget meeting.

I. The cooperative board shall, immediately wupon the
adeptien approval of a budget, compute the share to be paid
by .each municipality within the region and shall notify the
school--efficials each unit within the region to include
their its share of the region's budget in the seheool
adminiskraktive unit's annual school: budget. A region's

budget shall must be adepted approved _by the method
described in this section on or before August 1st.

J. The school officials of each unit in the. region shall
place on the school warrant for payment the first of each

Page 29-LR0846(1)
L.D.1677



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

52

month a sum equal to 1/12 of the school--administrative
unit's share of the weeatienal-scheel region's budget.

Sec. 30. 20-A MRSA §§8463 and 8464, as enacted by PL 1081, c.
693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read:

§8463. Assessment and appropriation‘of municipal funds

Eesal Municipal funds shall must be assessed and
appropriated for a region's budget as follows. ‘

1. Operating, constructiom amnd debt service costs. Each
region shall, in accordance with the region's written agreement
for sharing costs adopted pursuant to section 8457, apprepriake
the--necessary -lecal--funds-to--pay assess each unit within the
region that unit's share of the region's annual budqet for the
operating and construction costs for weeatiemal region programs
as may be required by this subsection and sections 8460 and 8465.

2. Deduction of federal gramts. Anticipated grants £from
federal sources to be received by the regienal cooperative board

shali must ‘be deducted from the gress region's annual budget
befere prior to making the assessments to the iadividual

municipalities within the region pursuant to subsection 1.

3. .Raisigg ahd appropriating local mun1c12a1 funds. Each

municipality within a region shall raise and _appropriate
sufficient funds to pay for its share of the region's annual

budget assessed pursuant to subsectlon 1.

§8464. Budget failure

The following previsiens--apply- applies in the event of a
budget failure as defined in sectlon 8391 8301 A,

1. Submission of a contingency plam. If a budget failure
exists after August 1st of any fiscal year, the cooperative board
shall submit to the state board a financial statement with an
operat10na1 plan indicating how the pregram-will-be-phased -out-ox

Eeefganezeé cooperative board intends to reorganlze or terminate
the region's vocational education programs.

2. Payment of the state subsidy to the cooperative board.
When If a budget failure exists, the State shall pay directly to
the cooperative board the-sum--0f- each unit's state-share--of-the
state subsidy for "'vocational education allecation--of--the-units

-within the region.

3. Expenditure of available funds. If a budget failure
exists after  June 30th, the cooperative board may expend balances

and available revenues until the region is reorganized
terminated or until a budget is approved pursuant to this chapter.
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4, Anticipatory borrowing. The cooperative board may
borrow funds not to exceed 50% of the state subsidy anticipated
state-allecation to be received in the fiscal year by units in
the region. Such borrowing shali must be repaid within the same
fiscal year.

Sec. 31. 20-A MIRSA §8465, as amended by PL 1987, c. 98, §4,

is further amended to read:
§8465. Bonding authority

~ Bemds ‘'A__region may issue bonds and notes for school
construction purposes. The cooperative board shall decide
whether the issuance of bonds or notes by the region for school
construction purposes is necessary. The cooperative board shall
administer the process of determining whether the issuance of
bonds or notes is authorized, and, if so, it shall issue the
bonds or notes and administer the proceeds of, and the payment of
principal of and interest on, those bonds or notes after
issuance. A region may issue bonds and notes for school
construction purposes only be--issued under the following
provisions.

1. Regioral referemdum. If the cooperative board decides
to-dssue -that issuance of bonds or notes ef by the region for
school construction purposes is necessary: -

A. The cooperative board shall call a regional referendum
using the procedures set forth in sectioms 1351 to 1354 to

authorize issuance of the bonds or notes. Refereneces For
such purposes, references in thig-seetien those sections to
laws-—-pertaining--te 'school administrative district" or

"district" mean vocational regioné and references in those
sections to "board of directors." means--vocational--regien

and "board," "school board," "school directors," or "school
director" mean cooperative | boards---respectively and
references in__those sections to "they" meéan either, as
appropriate in the context., cooperative board or members of
the cooperative board; -

B. The results of the referendum vote in each municipality
shall must be reported immediately to the secretary of the
cooperative board; and

C. The cooperative board shall meet and make an—agpfepfiate‘

€inding the determinations and declarations of fact as
required ia by section 1353, subsection 2 3.

2. Bomnd resolutions; If the cooperative board determines
from the regional referendum vote that bonds or notes shaill are
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authorized to be issued for school construction purposes, then
the following shall-apply applies.

A. The cooperative board shall pass a resolution te-+that
effeet-setting--forth stating that bonds or notes for. school

construction'purposes have been authorized and stating the

dollar amount and purposes of the propesal-aad--the--purposes
fes——whieh—-the——pfeeeeds—-wefe—-authefizeé bonds or notes

authorized.

B. Bonds or notes shall must be issued in the manner
described in section 1311, except that any reference therein
to '"school administrative district" or “board--ef--scheel
direetors!-shall--mean -voeational-regien--or "district" means
vocational region, and reference therein to "board of
directors" or "board" means cooperative boardr-respectively
and any reference therein to "assistant superintendent"

means secretary of the cooperative board.

C. Indebtedness shall of a region for school construction
purposes may not exceed 4% of the total state valuation of
all the municipalities eempfising in the region. That
indebtedness shall-be is outside the debt limitations of the
individual municipalities ef in the region. :

3. Prior bonds and motes. All actions taken in connection
with bonds and notes  for school construction purposes by
vocational regions and their officers prior to October 1, 1975
shall continue to be valid.

Sec. 32. 20-A MRSA §§8466 and 8467, as enacted by PL 1981, c.
693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read:

§8466. Tramsfer or lease of school property to a vocational region

5

The-£follewing--shall-apply-te- tfansief—iﬁ?*HﬂHMSL—PPGPePEY ~-to

a-veeakional- Eegaenr

1. Authority. A secheel-hoard -ef--a-ccheol--adminigtrative
unit within a weeatienal region may transfer or lease unused
seheel property ewaed-by of the unit to the weeatienal region for
vocational education purposes. '

2. Definitions. For_ the purposes of this section, a
special_school'district shall-be- is considered te--be- a sechool
administrative unit.

- §8467. Sale of vocational region capital assets

Ehe—eéiﬁhyﬁhx}—f@ewisieﬂs——apply—4xy—the-—sa}e—{ﬁ?—veeatienal
Fegion-eapital-assekts~

’
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1. Sale of capital assets. Veeatiemal--regions- A region
mayy--in -case--of --a-shutdéwn, sell any of its buildings amd
equipment ewned-by--the -veecational- 4¥¥ﬁ£HEP4HKH} or other capital
assets if the sale is in_compliance with the condltlons of any

1ndebtedness 1ssued to ‘finance such agsets and 'if the sale is
approved by the state board ‘ . :

2. Use of 'proceeds of sale. The £unds--raised--by--the
proceeds of a sale in authorized by subsection 1. .shall must be
used as follows:

A. The proceéds of the sale shall must first be used to
Eeduee -any pay or_assure pa yment of outstandlng 1ndebtedness
on the capltal asset;

B. Any remaining'feeeigts—shaii proceeds must then be used
to meet outstanding obligations of the region;:'and

c. Any remaining surplus--shail proceeds must then be
Eeéufneé pa aid ‘to the department. AR

Sec. 33. 20-A MIRSA §8468, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 132, §4,

is amended to read:
§8468. Reserve fund
Veeatienal—segiens;may-establish—a—fésefve—Eund-as—ﬁellewsr

1. Establishment. A vocational region may establish a
reserve fund for a school constructlon - prejeets proiject,
£inaneing the acquisition or reconstruction of a specific item or
type of capital improvement or £inaneing the: acqulsltlon. of a
specific item or type of capital equipment by ineluding-a-reguest
establishing such a reserve fund in the region budget and
reeeiving--approval pursuant to this chapter. The cooperative
board shall-be is the trustee of the such a reserve fund. The
reserve—-fund - shall--be--deposited -or-—-invested- by -the -Ereasurer
under-the- éiEeeEien ef-the- eeepesatave—beasdr .

2. Deposit or investment. All region funds, ' .including
reserve funds and trust funds to the extent that the terms of the
instrument or vote creating the fund do not prohibit, shall must
be deposited or invested by the treasurer of the cooperative

‘board under the direction of the cooperative board according to
‘the requlrements for the deposit or investment of mun1C1pa1 funds

contained in Title 30-A, section 5706.

3. E=zpending money from a reserve fund. The cooperative
board may expend the a sum in the a reserve fund as-a-resuli-of-a

regquest if permitted by the conditions ©of any indebtedness
secured by the reserve fund and if approved in the region budget

'
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whieh-4is-approved. A separate article for that purpose must be
set-out included in the region budget proposal.

Sec. 34 20-A MRSA §8601-A is enacted to read:
§§~601—A-D_____efzgm:gm -

‘As used in this chapter, unless the  context otherwise
indicates, the following terms-have the following meanings.

1. Adult education. "Adult education” has the same meaning

.8s in section 1, subsection 1 and also means courses of
"instruction approved in accordance with this chapter in the

following categories: genefal adult courses; adult vocational

education courses;  handicapped °adult courses; high school

completion courses; and basic literacy courses,

2. Adult education program costs. "Adult education program
costs" means those costs identified in section 8607-A.:

3. Center. "Center" has the same meaning as in section

8301-A, subsection 3.

4. Foundation year. “"Foundation year" means the fiscal:

year 2 years prior to the fiscal year in which funds are

‘allocated. L ‘

5. Maximum allowable expenditures. "Maximum allowable
expenditufes" means, for state subsidy purposes, an amount not to
exceed the sum of funds appropriated through taxation and
expended in accordance with section 8607-A in the foundation

year, plus_the gmount of subsidy paid by the State durlng

’ foundgtlon year,

Municipalit "Munici a11t " has the same meaning as in

section 15603, subgectlon 19. .
7. Parent. '"Parent" means a parent, as defined in section

1, subsection 20, with legal custody of a minor child.
8. Region. "Region" has the same meéaning as in section

8301-A, subsection 6.

9. Residence. "Residence" means, with reference to a

person's eligibility to receive adult education, the school
administrative unit in which is located the legal residence of
the person's parent if the person has not reached 18 years  of
age, the legal residence of the person after the person reaches
18 years of age, or the legal residence of the person after the
person becomes an emancipated minor. A federal reservation is
considered part of the school administrative unit in which it is

located.
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10. Unit. "Unit" means a school administrative unit.

11. Vocational education. "Vocational education” has the
same meaning as in section 8301-A, subsection 11.

~ Sec. 35. 20-A MRSA §§8602 to 8604, as enacted by PL 1981, c.
693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read:

§8602.~ ‘Rules

The comm1551oner shall may adopt oz-amend rules to establish
pregsam --definitions requirements for adult woeational--GouUrses,
general--adult--courses,--handicapped--adult--courses,-high -scheol
eempletiene—eeufses——ané——basee—-leteraey education courses, to
establish procedures for approving adult education courses
offered by units and to otherwise carry out the purposes of this
chapter. , ‘ ' ‘

7§8603. Authority to raise, appropriate, receive and expend money

A secheel-administrative unit may:

1. Fund adult education amnd educatiomal activities. Raise,
appropriate, receive and apprepriate expend money for the-suppesrt
of adult  education elasses and educational activities. These
elasses Adult education and educational activities shall-be are

~under the direction and supervision of the school board; and

‘ 2. Fund tuition costs. Raise, appropriate, receive and
expend money to eewer-the pay tuition ecests- fesultimgmﬁmmn i¥s
residents--attending charged to any re51dent of a 1nun1c1pa11tz
served by the unit who attends an -adult education courses--in
course offered by another secheel--administrative unit, if the
courses-are adult education course is not offered by the unit ef

that serves the person's residence.

§8604. Authority td‘operate programs not receiving state subsidy

A scheel-beard unit may make available facilities for adults
for day and evening educational and recreational activities not
reimbursed reimbursable by the State. These courses and
activities may be financed by tuition fees, by funds woted made
available by the ccheel-administrative unit, by funds from other
sources or by a combination of these.

Sec. 36. 20-A MRSA §8605, as amended by PL 1939, c. 415, §32,

is further amended to read:

§8605. Eligibility
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1. Gemeral right. A-persean-whe-is-l17-years--of--age -or-clder
and-wheo-is-not--attending public--schools The following persons may
attend leeal adult education courses offered by a unit, region or

center in accordance with 1leeal that entity's published program
criteria- and admission standards:

A, The--commissioner—~-ghall--grank-—-exeeptions—-under~-this
subgegtion-in-admitting--students- to--adult -education-programs
at-the--local--level-to-a--5tudent A person who is not yet 17
years of age who has withdrawn from school under the
provisions of section 5001-A, subsection 2, paragraph B,-ea
the-recommendations-of-the-cchool-board~;

“A—l. A person who is 17 years of age or older and who is

not attending a public school: or

B;;~Psée;—te—xequeé%iz@ﬁ{Hk4ﬂﬂmgﬂﬁxnh—4§¥}-seheeL—béaEd—sha;l
seek---and---consider --the --recommendations—--of---the--dropout
prevention-commitEeer

C. Students_A secondary school student enrolled in a public

‘day school pregrams--may--partieipate--in--adult--eduecation
pregrams--0¥--adult--voeational--programs program, if that
‘student's attendance at an adult ~education course is
designed to supplement the student's regular day school
program en--an——exeepbien——basi& and if attendance is in
accordance with rules adopted er-amended by the commissioner.

Notwithstanding paragraphs A and A-1l, a person who is not yet 18
years of age may be issued a state high school equivalency

diploma only in compliance with the reguirements established for
such persons by section 257. ' . :

2, Secondary school  age person count; subsidy; tuition.
School-age--students--may -enrell-in-adult--evening -school -courses A
secondary school age person who is not"attending a public school
and_who is enrolled in an adult education course must be treated
for state subsidy and tuition purposes as follows.

" A. A-student-age--16--through--20--years, Such a_person who
enrolls in a semester adult ewvening-seheel education course,
shall--be is counted as .1 of a student for each such

semester course completed.

B. The schoel--administrative unit in which such a student
person resides shall must be reimbursed in accordance with
chapter 605 606. '

C. If a unit in which a person resides does not offer an

apprepriake adult = ewvening----school education course

appropriate for such a person, the studeamt person may enroll
in a--neighboring-school--adminisktrative an adult education

-
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course offered by: angther unit or prlvate school, subject to
the approval of the sending ‘unit's superlntendent. The
sendlng unit shall pay tuition to the receiving -unit in an
amount no greater than .1 of the present per student sub51dy
allocation for secondary students in the sending unit.

Sec. 37. 20-A MRSA §8606-A, as repealed and replaced by PL
1987, c. 769, Pt. A, §62, is amended to read:

§8606-—-A. Reimbursement procedures

1.--Definitions.---As——-used--4in --this - —ehai_}{':ee,-——unl-ess——ehe
sentext—-etherma-se———:.—nd—::ea—t—es—,——-—the--—-fe-l—lew—zag———t—erms— --have --the
folleowing-meanings~

Av—--"AdulE--—educaticn--program - -ees—t-s——--J.neludes——expendieblres
for-salaries~ and—supplies -as- iéEBEifieé 3:!1 seetsen 8607~

BT——-'—'Eeundatien—-yea—r—-——-—means —the -2nd- -sehoe—l—-—yeaz: -prmr——te
the-year-of-alleosation- eﬁ funds

G'r'——- Maxemum——-a—l-lewable——-ex-peada.—tur—es—,—"———f—e—r—--—-—s!ea’ee—-—subsidy
PUEPOGEE y—-MEaNS-—an--amount--not--to--exceed--the -sum--of--£funds
Eaised——EhEeugh—-'ea-x-a-t—m -and --expended -in--aeecordanee--with
seetion--8607F~4n-- ehe—mﬁeamda»t—l-en -sear,--plus--the - -ameu—n—t——eﬁ
subsedy paid- by-the-State- dureng -the- feunda‘eeen-—yeasv

. 2. . Budget recommendation, ..Prior to December 15th of each
year, the comm:Lss1oner shall prepare-—and certify to the
Legislature Governor and  to the Bureau of the Budget a
recommendation--for the funding 2evel levels for the various
program categories in . adult education for payment in the next
fiscal year. The commissioner shall include these funding levels
in -the department's request to the Legislature for appropriations

. from‘the General Fund to carry out the purposes of thls' chapter.

A, The reques*eed recommended fund:.ng 1eve1 shall must be
for ‘the authorized reimbursement rates establlshed in
section 8607 8607-A and may not exceed the maximum allowable
expendltures in the foundation year, adjusted pursuant to
‘paragraph C..

B. A eschool---administrative unit shall provide the
commissioner with information whieh reguested by the
commissioner shall-reguest to carry out the purpose of this
. chapter aeeesding——to-—tiine—seheéuiesfsﬂ}ieh—the——eomiss-iene-r-

shall--egtablish. The commissioner may withhold state

subsidy payment or a portion of the state subsidy payment
from a sechool-administrative unJ.t when if the unit does not
provide reguested information is---not--filed to the

commissioner in compliance with the specified format amnd

‘Page 37-LRO846(1)
L.D.1677 '

pN—_



10

12

14

© 16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32
34
36
38

40

42

44

46

48

50

52

‘content and within--the--speeified time schedule establlshed
by the. commissioner. : .

C. The recommendation in this---gertificate --shall the
commissioner's funding IJlevel certification must include

local program cost adjustment to the equivalent of the year
prior to the year of allocation. This adjustment is

calculated according to the same guidelines established, for

purposes of chapter 606, by section 15605, subsection 3.

3. State ,v reimbursement. . State reimbursement for

.expenditures on adult education programs shall-be is based on

each administrakive unit's actual adult education program costs

~in the foundation year.

A. The state reimbursemént shall-be is based on the unit's
expenditures for the foundatlon year in accordance with the
max imum allowable expendltures and the Jlocal program cost
adjustment as-ia-subseotion-2 to the equivalent of the year

bgrlor to the year of allocatlon.

B. State reimbursement shall must be paid to each eligible
sehool--administrative unit during the 2nd gquarter of the
State's. fiscal year.

4. Action by Legislature. The Legislature  shall
appropriate the necessary funds to meet the state State's

obligation for reimbursement of adult education program costs as

defined provided in subseetieons-l-and-2 this section.

Sv—lRule—makiﬂg—amthomity1f—42E+4axmth§hnkH9—shallféﬁﬁmy~the
autherity- -to--promulgate -rules--to-administer-this--section,-—-Upen
the--effeetive --date —of--this--provision,~-the -comnmissioner--ghall
begin-teo- promulgate—rules which -ensure - e ~the -maximum-allewable
expenditures--for--the-dinditial--foundation-year--accurately -refleect
the-tetal-eests-of-adult-education-for-that-yearr,

‘6. State adminiStration. The commissioner shall add to the

baéget;{equest funding level certification an amount sufficient

to provide for the administration of this section.

Sec. 38. 20-A MRSA §8607-A as enacted by PL 1987, c. 496,

§4, is amended to read:.
§8607-A. Reimbursement rates
Reimbursement rates shall-be are as follows. -

1. Administrative costs. Scheel-administrative-units--ghall
be Units are reimbursed 70% of the  administrative costs for
evening--and -day--school--elasses adult education and educational
activities for adults in the year following the expenditure for
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those costs. Administrative costs shall include administrative,
supervisory and clerical salaries, the costs of maintaining and
operating citizens' advisory committees, administrative fringe
benefits as required for salaried positions and administrative
travel to state meetings related to the--support--of--the

administrative-funetion adminigtering adult education courses and
educational act1v1t1es.

2. Adult vocational education 'courses. Adult wvocational

education courses shall--he offered in compliance with section
8610 are reimbursed at the rate of 75% of the cost of required

. instructional salaries and fringe benefits reguired for salaried

gests those courses and 50% of the cost of consumable supplies
and textbooks used in those courses.

3. Handicapped adult courses. Handicapped adult courses
shall--be are reimbursed- at the rate of 75% of the cost of
required instructional salaries and fringe benefits’ zeguired for

"salaried--costs those courses and 50% of the cost of consumable

supplies and textbooks used in those courses.

4. High school completiomr courses. High school completion
courses shall-be are reimbursed at the ‘rate of 75% of the cost of
required instructional salaries and fringe benefits =zeguired for
salaried-ecosts those courses and 50% of the cost of consumable

supplies and textbooks used in those courses.

5. Basic literacy courses. Basic literacy courses shall-be
are reimbursed at the ‘rate of 75% of the cost of . required
instructional salaries and fringe benefits regquired for salaried
eosts those courses and 50% of the cost of consumable supplies
and textbooks used in those courses.

6. Gemeral adult courses. Courses provided for the general
public in vocational, leisure and life skill programs shkall-be
are reimbursed at the rate of 50% of the cost of required
instructional salaries and fringe benefits Eequiseé for salaried
gests those courses. :

7. Other administrative costs. Other administrative costs,
including program promotion and related publicity, mailing and
postage and telephone expenses “Ee}ated~43$—g;egaam—q&ynakﬁgmaﬁ}r
promotion--and -implementatier for courses and programs described
in subsections 2 to 6, shall-be are reimbursed at the rate of 50%
of these costs.

Sec. 39. 20-A MRSA §8608, as amended by PL 1983, c. 806, §71,

is further amended to read:

§8608. Teacher education reimbursement
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The commissioner shall add to the commissioner's budget

Eequese fundlng level certification a sum not to exceed 5% of the

sum recommended in the certification for reimbursement to scheel
administrative units for preservice and in-service education
act1v1t1es for teachers in of adult educatlon.

Sec. 40. 20-A MRSA §8609, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5

and B8, is amended to read:
§8609. Fees for adult education
"Fees for adult education shall-be are as follows.

1. Registration fee. A scheol--administrative unit, with
the approval of the commissioner, shall establish a registration
fee schedule for adult education courses and determine the use of
those registration fees.

2. Materials fee. A seheel administrative unit ‘may charge
a Gtudent person attending a an adult education course a fee to
cover the aetual cost of materials used in such a course. ,

Sec. 41. 20-A MRSA §8610, as amended by PL 1983, c. 806, §72,

is further amended to read:
§8610. Adult vocational education authority

Adult vocational educatlon programs courses may be offered
under the following provisions. '

1. Basic authority. A weeatiemal region or--voeational,
center or affiliated unit may offer adult vocational education
programs or courses within its the geographic area served by the

‘region, center or affiliated unit pursuant to section 8306-A.

Any adult vocational education program or course offered by a
region, center or affiliated unit must be open to any person who
meets the eligibility criteria of section 8605. Priority to
enroll in such programs or courses must be given to residents of
municipalities served by the region, center or affiliated unit.

. 2. Request by wuwnit for lprogram epproval. A sechool
administrative unit im served by a weeatiemal region or a-unit
served--by--a--veecatienal center may make--a request te the
cooperative board of the weeatienal region or the governing body
of the wvoeatienal center &hat to permit adult vocational
educatlon courses to be offered en by that seheel—édminiStrative

un1t.

‘3. Board approvai= The cooperative board of the-veeatienal
a region or the governing body of the-weeational a center may
approve permit a unit served by the center or region to offer
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adult vocational education courses in--the--requesting--school
administrative-unit. ‘ '

4. Adequate funding. The offering of any adult vocational
education ceurses--shall--be course by a unit is dependent upon
sehee;——aémbn}sEEaE}ve -units the unit approprlatlng sufficient
funds to pay for the eeurses course.

5. Persons entitled to attemd. Adult Any adult vocational
education eeurses course offered im by a secheel--administrative
unit shall must be open to any adult person who needs-retxrainiag

. ox-upgrading meets the eligibility criteria of section 8605. If

"space is limited, priority shall to enroll in such a course must

be given to the residents of munlclpalltles served by the unit
eﬁéesang the—pregram.

6. State reimbursement. State reimbursement shall must be
made to a scheel-administratiwve unit in accordance with section
8607 8607-A. If the a request by a unit to operate offer a
reimbursable adult vocatlonal education course is dlsapproved by
the cooperative board of the weeatienmal region or by the
governing body of the weeatiemal center serving the unit, the
schoel--administrative unit may appeal to ‘the commissioner for
authority to offer the course. The comm1551oner s decision on

such an appeal is f1na1 and-binding.

Sec. 42 20-A MRSA §8611 as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§s

and 8, is amended to read:

- §8611. Transportation

A seheol- aémanastfat&ve unit may provide transportation for

"adults to and from adult education pregrams courses.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill is a general recodification of the laws relating
to adult and secondary vocational education administered under
the jurisdiction of the Department of Educatlon and the State
Board of Education.

The bill provides a technical correction clarifying that a

- person who is 17 years of age may be issued a state high school
~equivalency diploma only with the approval of the Commissioner of

Educatlon and the person's local superlntendent of schools.

This bill eliminates numerous errors, ambiguities, undefined
terms, inconsistent terms, voids and references to repealed laws

tfrom the current versions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title

20-4, chapters 313 and 315. This bill also:
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1. Clarifies eligibility requirements for adult and
secondary vocational education;

¢

2. Clarifies the planning and program approval process for
adult and secondary vocational education;

3. Clarifies the procedures for reorganizing vocational
regions and vocational centers: )

4. Clarifies and updates the financial procedures for adult
and secondary vocational education; and

5. Clarifies administrative and budgetary provisions for
vocational regions, centers and satellite programs.

This bill also permits the current system of vocational
regions and vocational centers to offer, subject to the approval
of the Commissioner of Education, a broader range of courses and
educational activities to vocational students similar to those
offered by so-called comprehensive vocational high schools.
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