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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as foBlows: 

Sec. 1. 20·A MRSA §257, as amended by PL 1989, c. 525, §1, is 
repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

6 §257. High school equivalency certificates 
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1. Issuance of dilllomas. The commissioner shall issue a 
state. high school equivalency diploma' to any resident of the 
State who: 

A. Is at least 18 years of age., if the person: 

(1) Has completed a formal training program approved 
by the commissioner; and 

(2) Has demonstrated through procedures prescribed by 
the commissioner that that person has attained a 
general educational development comparable to that of a 
secondary school graduate: or 

B. Is 17 years of age, if the person: 

(1) Has not been in attendance for one year or more at 
a public school or a private school approved by the 
department pursuant to chapter 117, or has documented 
an immediate need for such a diploma to, and received 
written approval for the receipt of such a diploma 
from, the commissioner and the superintendent of 
schools for the school administrative unit in which 
that person resides: 

(2) Has completed a formal training program· approved 
by the commissioner: and 

(3) Has demonstrated through procedures prescribed by 
the commissioner that that person has attained a 
general educational development comparable to that of a 
secondary school graduate. 

The commissioner shall issue a diploma authorized by this 
42 subsection upon compliance with the requirements of this 

subsection or as soon thereafter as possible. 
44 

2. Diploma status. A state high school equivalency diploma 
46 has the legal status of a high school diploma. 

48 3. Fees. A fee may not be charged for the issuance of any 
state high school equivalency diploma. 

50 
Sec. 2. 20·A MRSA §8301, as amended by PL 1987, c. 98, §2, is 

52 repealed. 
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Sec.3. 20·A MRSA §8301-A is enacted to read: 

§S30l-Ao Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

1. Affiliated unit. "Affiliated unit" means a school 
administrative unit that is affiliated with another school 
administrative unit that operates a vocational center~ An 
·affiliated school administrative unit may have its secondary 
students served by a vocational center operated by a school 
administrative unit with which it is affiliated. An affiliated 
school administrative unit may also operate vocational satellite 
programs. 

,2. Budget failure. "Budget failure" means the failure of a 
vocational region, by August 1st of any fiscal year, to approve a 
budget for the vocational region that is at least equal to the 
sum of the total allocations for vocational education of the 
member school administrative units in the vocational region. 

3. Center. "Center" means an administrative entity 
established pursuant to this chapter that provides vocational 
education to secondary students. Unless otherwise specifically 
provided for by this chapter, a vocational center is governed, 
operated and administered by a single school administrative 
unit. A vocational center may serve secondary students from 
school administrative units with which it is affiliated. A 
vocational center may include within its administrative structure 
vocational satellite programs operated by school administrative 
units with which it is affiliated. 

4. Municipality. "Municipality" has the same meaning as in 
section 15603, subsection 19. 

5. Parent. "Parent" means a parent, as, defined in section 
1, subsection 20, with legal custOdy of a minor child. 

6. Region. "Region" means a quasi-municipal corporation 
established by the Legislature to provide vocational education to 
secondary students that is comprised of all of the school 
administrative units within the geographical boundaries set forth 
for each vocational region in section 8451. A vocational region 
is governed by a cooperative board formed and operating in 
accordance with this chapter. 

7. Residence. "Residence" means, with reference to a 
person's eligibility to receive vocational education, the school 
administrative unit in which is located the legal residence of 
the person's parent if the person has not reached 18 years of 

Page 2-LR0846(1) 

L.D.1677 



2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

age, the legal residence of the person after the person reaches 
18 years of age or the legal residence of the person after the 
person becomes an emancipated minor. A federal reservation is 
considered part of the school administrative unit in which it is 
located. 

8. Satellite program. "Satellite program" means a program 
providing vocational education to secondary students that is 
operated, under section 8403, by a school administrative unit 
affiliated with a vocational center. 

12 9. State Subsidy. "State subsidy" has the same meaning as 
in section 15603, subsection 26. 

) 

14 I, 
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10. Unit. "Unit" means a school administrative unit. 

l.1. Vocational education. "Vocational education" means a 
course or program of education designed to create or improve 
job:-related skills that is part of a secondary school curriculum 
and approved by the commissioner according to this chapter. 

Sec. 4. 20aA MRSA §8305, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 
and 8, is repealed. 

Sec. 5. 20a A MRSA§8305aA is enacted to read: 

§8305-A. Eligibility. 

l.. General. right. A person eligible to receive free public 
30 secondary education may, consistent with this section and 

department rules: 
32 

A. Receive vocational education from a center, satellite 
34 program or region that serves the person's residence: or 

36 B. Receive vocational education from a center, satellite 
program or region outside of the geographical area that 

38 serves the person's residence, subject to the approval of 
the commissioner and the governing bodies of the sending 

40 unit and receiving center, satellite program or region. 

42 2. Admission standards. A region, center 'or satellite 
program shall determine, in accordance with its published 

44 admission standards, whether to admit a person to. such a region, 
center or satellite program. Unless otherwise specifically 

46 provided for in this chapter,' priority to enroll in any 
vocational education course of study offered by a region, center 

48 or satellite program, must be given first to persons eligible to 
receive a free public secondary education who are residents of 

50 municipalities served by that region, center or satellite program. 
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3. Adult participation in vocational education courses. 
Persons who are 20 years of age or older and who otherwise comply 
with the requirements of this section may receive vocational 
education in' a vocational education course if, after all other 
eligible persons have been enrolled in that course, space exists 
to accommodate participation by persons who are 20 years of age 
or older. 

Sec. 6. 20mA MRSA §8306, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 
10 and 8, is amended to read: 

12 ·§8306. Powers and duties of State Board of Education 

14 1. State plan. The St::at::e-~-d--e:j;-~-i-tffi state board 
shall approve e!:"--d-~~--t.he--s-1;.a~--pl-ans and update as it 

16 determines necessary 'a state plan for vocational education~ 
compliance with the requirements of applicable state and federal 

18' laws, rules and regulations. The state plan must be prepared by 
the commissioner. 

20 
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2~ Center and region plans. The state board shall approve 
eeBt::e!:"--aBe--~e~ieB--~~-~~ a plan for the provision of 
vocational education by each center or region. The planssaa±± 
must be prepared by each' center 'or.' region - at the time of its 
organization or reorganization, approved by the school board or 
cooperative board governing each center or' region respectively, 
and include: 

A. A survey of the 'eel:1eat::ieBa± vocational education needs 
nationally, statewide and in the geographic area served by 
the center or region; 

B. A survey of emploYment opportunities nationally, 
statewide and in the geographic area served by the center or 
region; 

c. A description of the programs to be offered by the-' 
center or region; aBe 

C-1. A description of the manner in which academic courses 
will be used to augment trade-oriented skill courses for 
vocational education students at the center or region; 

D. A description of t::ae--a£'-ea& each geographic area served 
by the center or region and ±eeat::ieBs---t-o--be--St!-l?-..eGr- the 
location of each vocational education program to serve those 
areas; and 

E. A description. of the, manner in which the vocational 
education programs offered by the center or region address 
the vocational education needs in the geographic area served 
by the center or region and employment opportunities 
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nationally,. statewide and in the geographic area served by 
the center or region. 
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seaFe-may-appFeve-p;baRs-feF-a-veeat:ieRa;b-sat:e;b;bit:e-pFeE3"FaIR-if+ 

AT---A--VGGa~i&na~-~~--~~~-~-ve€a~4ena~--sat:e;b;bit:e 

pFeE3"FalRf 
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g T - - -May-,- - iR-~..£la.n.o.e.--W i t:h--t~-pFee eeblFe s - -e-s-t.-ab-l-i-she<1--iR 
seet:ieR-ln91 y -appFeve+ . 

flt--GhaRE3"es-iR-eHist:iRE3"-seblReaFiesf 
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~eE3"ieR-t:e-a-eeRt:eFf 

f~t~-gisse;bblt:ieR-ef-eHist:iRE3"-FeE3"ieRS-aRe-eeRt:eFsf 

f4t--GFeat:ieR-ef-ReW-FeE3"ieRS-eF-eeRt:eFsf-eF 

f§t---GFeat:ieR--ef--a;bt:eFRat:ive--met:hees--ef--ee;biveFiRE3" 
veeat:ieRa;b-eebleat:ieRT 

36 5. Reorganizing centers and regions. The state board may, 
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in compliance with section 8307: 

A. Change existing boundaries of centers and regions; 

B. Change the status of a center to a region or a region to 
a center; 

C. Dissolve existing regions or centers; 

D. Create new regions or centers; or. 

E.. Create alternative organizational methods of delivering 
vocational education. 

Sec. 7. 20-A MRSA §8306.A is enacted to read: 
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§8306-A. Rules: approval of vocational education programs and 

courses 

4 The commissioner may adopt rules to establish requirements 
for vocational education programs and courses. to establish 

6 procedures for approving vocational education programs and 
courses and to otherwise carry out the purposes of this chapter. 

8 
A program or course of vocational education may not be 

10 offered bya region. center or affiliated unit unless approved by 
the commissioner in compliance with rules adopted pursuant to 

12 this chapter. 

14 Sec. 8. 20-A MRSA §8307, as amended by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. 

16 

18 
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28 

C, §§8 and 10, is repealed. 

Sec. 9. 20-A MRSA §8307-A is enacted to read: 

§S307-A. Reorganization procedures 

The governing body of one or more units. or the 
commissioner. may prepare a plan for reorganizing the provision 
of vocational education in or among existing regions or 
geographic areas served by existing centers and present the 
reorganization plan to the state board for its approval. A unit 
may prepare a reorganization plan only for a region or center 
that serves or is proposed to serve the unit. 

1.. Contents of reorganization plan. The reorganization plan 
30 must: 

32 A. Describe the deficiencies in the current method of 
providing . vocational education in a region or geographic 

34 area served by a center that require reorganizing the 
provision of vocational education in that region or 

36 geographic area: 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

B. Present an al ternati ve organizational method of 
providing vocational education in a region or geographic 
area served by a center: 

C. Present a method for assigning title to and obligations 
for property and indebtedness respectively of any region or 
center affected by a reorganization plan: 

D. Contain the applicable plan required by section 8306: and 

E. Present any other information requested by the state 
board. 

2. Assessment by the commissioner. The commissioner shall: 
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A. Assess the impact of the reorganization plan on the 
provision of vocational education in any region or 
geographic area served by a center that is affected by the 
reorganization plan; 

B. Assess the fiscal impact of the reorganization plan on 
the State; and 

c. Submit a written report of findings to the state board. 
In the report, the commissioner may suggest revisions to the 
reorganization plan as submitted or the commissioner may 
propose an alternative reorganization plan. . In the report, 
the commissioner shall specifically recommend approval or 
disapproval by the state board of the reorganization plan as 
submitted, as revised or in alternative form. 

3. Affected entities. For purposes of this section, the 
18 following entities are deemed affected by a reorganization plan: 

20 A. A unit that is served, or is proposed to be served, by a 
region or center that is reorganized under a reorganization 

22 plan; and 

24 

26 

28 

30 

. 32 

B. A region or center that is reorganized under a 
reorganization plan. 

For purposes of ,this subsection a "region or center that is 
reorganized under a reorganization plan" means a region or center 
that,- as a result of -a reorganization plan, undergoes a change in 
the units served by it or a change in the organizational 
structure by which it serves those units • 

4. Additional information requested by state board. As part 
34 of the commissioner's assessment of a reorganization plan, or as 

part of its own consideration of such a plan, the state board may 
36 request additional information from any region, center, unit or 

affiliated unit affected by such a plan. 
38 

5. State board approval. The state board may approve or 
40 disapprove the reorganization plan, based on the reorganization 

plan submitted to the state board, the assessment undertaken by 
42 the commissioner, ,any additional information requested by the 

state board and any public comments received by the state board 
44 in connection with that reorganization plan. 

46 

48 

50 

52 

6. Local public hearings. If the reorganization plan is 
approved by the state board, the unit or units that prepared the 
reorganization plan shall hold at least one public hearing in 
each such unit or units and at least one public hearing in 
another unit affected by the reorganization plan and selected by 
the governing body of each center 'or region affected by the 
reorganization plan to present the plan to the voters residing in 
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those units affected by the plan. If the reorganization plan is 
prepared by the commissioner and approved by the state board, the 
commissioner shall hold at least one public hearing in a unit 
affected by the reorganization plan and selected by the 
commissioner and at least one public hearing in another unit 
affected by the reorganization plan and selected by the governing 
body of each center or region affected by the reorganization plan 
to present the plan to the voters residing in units affected by 
the plan. The vocational director and the cooperative board of 
any region affected by a reorganization plan, and the vocational 
director, advisory committee and governing body of any, center 
affected by a reorganization plan, must be invited to participate 
at the public hearings,. 

7. Loca1 referendum. After the public hearings required by 
16 subsection 6, the school board of the unit or units that prepared 

the re'organization plan, or the commissioner if the commissioner 
18 prepared the reorganization plan, shall submit the proposal 

contained in that plan to the voters of each unit affected by the 
20 reorganization plan in accordance with the provisions for holding 

referendum elections under sections 1351 to 1354 and in Title 
22 2l-A and Title 30-A. The, state board must approve the form of 

the question to be presented to the voters, prior to its 
24 submission. 

26 8. Loca1 voter approva1; issuance of certificate of 
approva1 by state board. If the referendum required by 

28 subsection 7 is approved by 2/3 or greater of the votes cast in a 
majority of the units affected by the reorganization plan, the 

30 state board sha'll issue a certificate of approval making 
effective the provisions of the reorganization plan. A 

32 reorganization plan that proposes creation of a' new center or 
region must also comply with the requirements of subchapters III 

34 and IV respectively prior to receiving a certificate of approval 
from the state board. 

36 
Sec. 10. 20-A MRSA §§8351 to 8353, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 

38 693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read: 

40 §8351. State aid for centers and regions 

42 State aid for veeaeieRal centers and veeaeieRal regions 
shall must be administered in accordance with ehaFee~--~G§ 

44 chapters 606 and 609 and Title 20, section 3457. 

46 §8352. Department budget recommendations 

48 1. Budget recoDDllendation. 8e:Ee~e--eacll--Peqli1-a:r;:.-£€££,i.aTl.-~f-

ehe--b~is±a~liFer--~h&-~~~-~~-~~-~€£~,ima~€--£be--ameHRes 

50 Reeessa~y Prior to December 15th of each year" the commissioner, 
with the approval of the state board, shall certify to the 

52 Governor and to the Bureau of the Budget the funding levels the 
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commissioner recommends to carry out the purposes of see~ieRs 

S~§lT--8-3M this' subchapter and S4Gl--t.-e--84{J.5.. subchapters In' and 
IV. I~The commissioner shall include these ame~R~s. funding 
levels in i~s the department's. request to the Legislature for 
appropriations from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of 
this chapter. 

8 2. '. Budget limitation. This section shaH does not apply to 
construction grp.nts made under chapter 609 and Title 20, section 

10 3460. 

12 .§8353. Tuition for students sent out of state 

14 If a seheel-~~i&~F&&~~ unit that serves a student's 
residence determines .. that a. that student would be better served 

16 by a~~eRaiRI§J receiving vocational education, on a tuition basis, 
at an out-of-state secondary level vocational school whieh that 

18 is located closer to that student's· residence . than. a Maine 
veea~ieRal center, satellite program or region FFeI§JFam-UV~~~€ 

20 ~e serving that s~~aeR~ student's residence, the State shall 
Feima~Fse-'·Ul.a-t.--&GhQ.o-1-~i-&i-s-~F&~i-ve- subsidize the unit the same 

22 amount for eaeh that student as would have been incurred by such 
a veea~ieRal center, satellite program or veea~ieRal region 

24 providing the same or similar vocational education to the student. 

26 Sec.ii. 20-A MRSA §8354, as amended by PL 1983, c. 806, §67, 
is further amended .to read: 

28 
§8354. Tuition computation for out-of-state students 

30 
The tuition charge for each ReRFesiaeR~ out-of-state student 

32 shall--be receiving vocational education ata center ,satellite 
program or region is determined as follows. 

34 
1. Primary method. The per student ees~-~~-~ tuition 

36 charge is determined by: 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

A. Adding the amounts paid by the center, satellite program 
or region during the previous fiscal year for: . 

(1) ~eaeheF~s Teachers' salaries; 

(2) Fuel; 

(3) Janitorial services; 

(4) Textbooks; 

(5) Reference books; 

(6) School supplies for desk and laboratory use; 
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(7) Public utility services; 

(8) Replacement of instructional equipment; 

(9) ~:i!=e-:iBSl:l!=aBee Insurance; aBa 

(10) Compensation for the vocational director and the 
vocational director's assistants; and 

(11) Employee fringe benefits; 

B. Adjusting the amounts in paragraph A by the allowable 
percentages set forth in sect'ion 5805, subsection 1, 
paragraph D; and 

C. Dividing this sum by the. average aa:i±y-a~~eRaaRee number 
of all regularly enrolled students :iBat the veeaE:ieBa± 
center, satellite program or veeaE:ieBa± region on October 
1st and April 1st of the previous fiscal year. 

2. Alternate method. When the cost of fuel, janitorial 
services, public utility services or insurance for Ehe-veea~4eRaJ 
eal:leaE:ieB facilities eaBBeE used to provide vocational education 
can' not be separated from similar costs 'for other facilities not 
used to provide vocational education, Ehese the costs' sha±±':'-be 
p!=e!=aEea--on--Eae--bas-i-s of facilities used to provide vocational 
education are' determined by prorating the square 'footage of floor 
space :iB-~~-veeaEieBa±-~~~-~~~B&-~~-~b&~~~ used to 
provide vocational education to the total amount of floor space 
Ee-wh:ieh-Ehese-eHpeBa:iEl:l!=es-app±y at the facilities. 

Sec. 12. 20-AMRSA§8401, as amended by PL 1989, c. 540, §l, 
is further: amended to read: 

§8401. Vocational centers 

~he-..x.zo.a.a.t:-i-ona-1--eeB~e£6 Centers shall operate at Augustaf.L 
Bathf.L Biddefordf.L School Administrative District No. 6l T 

(Bridgton)f.L Caribouf.L School A~inistrative District No. 46 T 

(Dexter)T.L Ellsworth, School Administrative District No. 9T 

(Farmington)f.L School Administrative District No. 27 (Fort 
Kent) f.L Lewistonf.L Madawaskaf.L Portlandf.L School Administrative 
District No. IT (Presque Isle) f.L Sanford, School Administrative 
District No. 54 T (Skowhegan)r.L School Administrative District No. 
24T (Van Buren)f.L Watervillef and Westbrook. School 
Administrative District No. 27,' School Administrative District 
No. 33 and Madawaska School Department are authorized to enter 
into. a cooperative agreement wB.:ieh--pr~-des to provide for the 
construction and operation of a veeaE:ieBa± center in School 
Administrative District No. 33. 
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Sec. 13. 20-A ~SA §8402, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 
2 and 8, is amended to read: 

4 §8402. Programs 

6 A veeat::i:eBa;i: center shall provide programs of vocational 
education aBQ--~~~~~--~--t:~aQeT--~~~~~~--~~~~~~~r 

8 B~s:i:BesST--Q:i:St:~:i:B~t::i:ve--aBQ--Se~v:i:ee--eee~Fat::i:eBs. Programs of 
vocational education are eligible to receive state subsidy 

10 pursuant to chapters 606 and 609. All programs of vocational 
'education offered by a center must be approved by the 

12' commissioner pursuant to section 8306-A. The programs must offer 
a sequence of courses that are directly related to the 

14 preparation of individuals for employment in current or emerging 
occupations and may include training and education in academic 

16 and business skills preparing students to further their education 
at the technical college or other college level or allowing 

18 students to use trade and occupational skills on other than an 
employee basis. Programs of vocational education may also 

20 include training and education in music, athletics, art and other 
activities approved by the commissioner pursuant to section 

22 8306-A. 

24 Sec. 14. 20-A MR.SA §8403, as amended by PL 1983, c. 485, §§ 2 7 
and 28, is repealed. 

26 
Sec. IS. ~.o~A MR.SA §8403-A is enacted to read: 

28 
§8403-A. Satellite programs 

30 
1. Authority for vocational satellite programs. An 

, 32 affiliated unit may operate· a vocational satellite program with 
the approval of the commissioner pursuant to subsection 2. 

34 
2. Procedure for authorizing vocational satellite 

36 programs. Any affiliated unit that wishes to operate a 
vocational satellite program shall submit a written request to 

38 operate such a satellite program to the' governing body of the 
center with which the unit is affiliated. The request must fully 

40 document the perceived need for the operation of a satellite 
program. The governing body of the center with which the unit is 

42 affiliated shall consider the request and forward its 
recommendation to the commissioner concerning whether that 

44 request should be approved. The commissioner shall act on the 
request pursuant to section 8306-A. 

46 
3. Financial responsibility for satellite programs. A unit 

48 operating a satellite program shall assume full 'financial 
responsibility for paying the operating costs of that program and 

50 the unit is entitled to receive the state subsidy and tuition 
income for the program. 

52 
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4. Facilities and equipment; school construction aid. A 

unit that operates a satellite program: 

A. Shall furnish the necessary facilities and equipment for 
the satellite program: and 

B. Is eligible for school construction aid if new 
facilities for the satellite program are required and 
approved. 

5. Employment of teachers. The superintendent of a unit 
.operating a satellite program shalL in consultation with the 
vocational director of the center with which the unit is 
affiliated, employ teachers for that satellite program in 
accordance with the procedures established by section 13201. 

6. Supervision. The superintendent of a unit operating a 
18 satellite program ·shall, in 'consultation with the vocational 

director of the center with which the unit is affiliated, 
20 supervise personnel working for that satellite program. 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

7. Part-time instructors. A unit operating a satellite 
program may employ part-time instructors for such a program. A 
part-time instructor may be employed at separate satellite 
programs operated by different ·uni ts. Such a part-time 
instructor employed· at separate satellite programs operated by 
different units may be employed separately by each unit or 
employed solely by one unit under a reimbursement arrangement, 
approved by the commissioner, involving all units where that 
instructor is employed. 

32 Sec. 16. 20·A MRSA §8404, as amended by PL 1989, c. 878, pt, 

34 

36 

38 

40 

A, §45, is further amended to read: 

§8404. Center advisory committee 

~aere-~~-~ Each center must have an advisory 
responsible for eeereiBaEiB~ advising the vocational 
concerning the provision of vocational education 
veeaEieBa± by the center. 

committee 
director 
iB---eaOO 

42 1. Membership. Membership on the advisory committee saa±± 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

eeBsiSE consists of: 

A. The SQ~eriBEeBeeBEs--e~--~~-~~-~ipat-~-~~ 

seaee±s-----(H"-----Eae-----s-upe-t'-int-e.ndent.-s-'-----re~reseBEaEives 

superintendent of each unit governing or affiliated with the 
center or . the superintendent's designee; aBe 

B. QBe-gea~e A member 8aeseB-f~em-ea€h-~~~€~~~~ of the 
school board By-~~~~r~~~ for each unit governing or 
affiliated with the center, chosen by that school board: and 
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c. If approv~d by the . school board of each· unit governing 
or affiliated with the center. representatives. on either a 
voting or nonvoting basis. of private secondary schools 
approved for tuition purposes and served by the center. 

20 M:eetinqs~ The advisory committee shall meet at least 
8 ~QaF~eF±y 6 times per calendar year. 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

3. Duties 0 The advisory committee: 

A. ~hall flFefiaFe-. .:an.n--sliem.i~· advise and assist the center 
. and its ·satellite programs in the preparation and submission 
of an annual report on the· veea~ie:aa± center and veea~ieRa± 
sat.ellite programsT to· the s~a~e-~.e. commissioner and to 
each municipality served by the center or satellite programs; 

B. May Shall develop a cooperative· agreement whieh-~-:l-

e.eH:aea~e delineating the duties and powers of the advisory 
committee aRe.--e.evise--a--~eFmQ±a-~~eF--shaFiR~--ees~s. ~he 

a~FeemeR~-~~-&lietee~-~~-Fa~~~iGa~~&-hy-~~~-e~-~~-sehee± 

eeaFe.s--~--~he--~~-~~~--aEl.miRis~Fa~ive--~it~ A 
cooperative agreement or any amendlnent to the agreement must 
be ratified by the school board of each unit or ~ffiliated 
unit . served by the center. ~his A cooperative· agreement 
.slia±± must be ,reviewed annuallYT--w-i-t.-h--a-·--e-8fi--be-inq- by the 
advisory coimnittee and submitted by the center and its 
affiliated units to the commissioner; aRe. 

C. ±:a Shall. in the event that the school boards of School 
Adlninistrative District No. 27, School Adlninistrative 
District No. 33 T and Madawaska School. Department enter into 
a cooperative agreement pursuant to section 8401 and a new 
vocational center in Maine School Adlninistrative District 
No. 33 becomes operational, ~he devise a cost sharing 
formula for the Rew-~-,i.o,n.a..~ center established thereby 
sha±±---pe1~-a-in- pertaining to the cost of vocational 
educational programs which exceed expenditures made for 
those programs in the base year as adjusted pursuant to 
section 15603, see~ie:a subsection 5 and to the local share 
of debt service costs attributable to construction of the 
veea~ieRa± center in School Adlninistrative District No. 33T 
; and 

D. May devise a formula for sharing costs of the center 
among the units served by that center. Such a formula or 
any amendment to the formula must be ratified by the school 
board of· each miit or affiliated unit served by the center. 
Any such unit may withdraw. subject to obligations incurred 
by the unit for any debt issued previously by or for the 
benefit of the center •. from such a cost-sharing formula at 
the end of any fiscal year following one year I s written 
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notice to all other units served by the center. Following 
withdrawal by such a unit, the center may continue to serve 
that unit under any financial arrangement approved by the 
center and the unit. 

Sec. 17. 20-A MRSA §8405, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 
and 8, is amended to read: 

§840S". Director 

A seheel--a£Im.:i-ni-&t-r-at-i--...e unit operating a veeaeieHal center 
shall employ eH--~he--s~a~~-~~-~~-~~- a leeal certified 
vocational director eE-veeaeieHal-eeReaeieH. 

1. Qualifications. The vocational director shall must meet 
16 the qualifications prescribed by the state board. 

,18 2. Administrative status. The vocational director shal'l 
serve as chief administrative officer of the center aHe--i-~s 

20 saeelliees and have--al-:l has the authority aHe-.gb.l-i~-i-€Hl6 of a 
seeeHeaFy--sehGG~ principal in the seheel--aem1a1s~Fa~1ve unit 

22 operating the center. 

24 Sec. 18. 20-A MRSA §8451, as amended by PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. 
A, §57, is further amended to read: 

26 
§84S1. Vocational regions 

28 
1. Legislative intent. It is the intent of the Legislature 

30 that ehe each vocational Fe~ieHs region shall eeliveF provide 
vocational education ee-tkei£-~-e-s~-t.-i..,,-e-.a,{"-eas in accordance with 

32 this chapterT and ehey shall function as eHeeHsieHs an extension 
of the secondary schools located within eheiF-£e~ieB the region's 

34 boundaries. 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

2. Boundaries. The vocational regions shall have 
boundaries as follows. 

B. Region 2. SOUTHERN AROOSTOOK COUNTY. Units located in 
this aFsa--:--&.hal-:l region include: Bancroft; Benedicta; 
Crystal; Dyer Brook; Hersey; Island Falls; Linneus; Ludlow; 
Merrill; Moro Plantation; New Limerick; Oakfield; Orient; 
Smyrna; School Administrative District No. l4---Danif-EH"-t-h 14 
(Danforth and Westonl; School Administrative District No. a§ 
-MET 25 (Mt. Chase, Plantation, Patten, Sherman and 
Stacyvillel; School Administrative District No. a9-~ 
29 (Hammond Plantation, Houlton, Littleton and Monticellol; 
and School Administrative District No. +g--Ami-t.~ 70 (Amity, 
Cary Plantation, Haynesville and Hodgdonl. 

C. Region 3. NORTHERN PENOBSCOT COUNTY. Units located in 
this aFea---sh&.I.-:l- region include: Carroll Plantation; 
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Codyville; Drew Plantation; East Millinocket; Glenwood 
Plantation; Lakeville Plantation; Macwahoc Plantation; 
Medway; Millinocket; Reed Plantation; Topsfield; Vanceboro; 
Woodville; School Administrative District No. ~Q--f:.e.e. 30 
(Lee, Prentiss Plantation, Springfield, Webster Plantation 
and Winnl: School Administrative District No. ~l--g'Q.£J.4.R§4:.eR 

31 (Burlington, Edinburg, Enfield, Howland, Lowell, 
Maxfield, Passadumkeag and Seboeis Plantationl; and School 
Administrative District No. 97--~he54:.e.£ 67 (Chester, Lincoln 
and Mattawamkeagl. 

D. Region 4. SOUTHERN PENOBSCOT COUNTY. Units located in 
this aiEea--sha-1-1- region include: Alton; Amherst; Aurora; 
Bangor; Bradley; Brewer; Dedham; Glenburn; Great Pond 
Plantation; Greenbush; Greenfield; Hermon; Milford; Old 
Town; Orono; Orrington; Osborn Plantation; Veazie; School 
Administrative District No. 66-Ham~eeH 22 (Hampden, Newburgh 
and Winterportl; School Administrative District, No. 
6~-GaiEfRel 23 (Carmel an9. Levantl; School Administrative 
District No. ~8-giHfReHB 38 (Dixmont and Etnal; School 
Administrative District No. 9~-Gli~BeH 63 (Clifton, 
Eddington and Holdenl; and School Administrative District 
No. 94-BiEae~eiEe 64 (Bradford, Corinth, 'Hudson, Kenduskeag 
and Stetsonl. 

F . Region 7., WALDO COUNTY. Units located in this aiEea 
shall region include: School Administrative District No. 
~-BiEee*s 3 (Brooks, Freedom, Jackson, Knox, Liberty, Monroe, 
Montville, Thorndike, Troy, Unity and Waldol; School 
Administrative District No. ~4-Bel~asB 34 (Belfast, Belmont, 
Morrill, Northport, Searsmont and Swanvillel; and School 
Administrative District No. §9-~iEaH*~eiEB 56 (Frankfort, 
Searsport and Stockton Springsl. 

G. Region 8. KNOX COUNTY. Units located in this aiEea 
shall region include: Appleton; Hope; Islesboro; 
Lincolnville; School Administrative District, No. §-Gwls .5-
(Owls Head, Rockland and South Thomastonl; School 
Administrative District No. 7-NeiEBh 7 (North Havenl; School 
Administrative District No. 8-ViHalhaveH 8 (Vinalhaven); 
School Administrative District No. 68-GameeH 28 (Camden and 
Rockportl; School Administrative District No. 4Q-~iEieHeshi~ 

40 (Friendship, Union, Waldoboro, Warren and Washingtonl; 
and Schoo"l Administrative District No. §Q-G1:lshiH§ 50 
(Cushing, St. George and Thomastonl. 

H. Region 9. NORTHERN OXFORD COUNTY. Units located in 
this aiEea--shall region include: Gilead; Hanover;' Peru; 
Rumford; Upton, so long as it sends its secondary students 
to schools operated by administrative units within the 
region; School Administrative District No. 61-GaHBeH 21 
(Canton, Carthage and Dixfieldl; School Administrative 
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District No. 4;l-Ey!=eB 43 (Byron, Mexico and Roxburyl; and 
School Administrative District No. 44-ABEieve!= 44 (Andover, 
Bethel, Greenwood, Newry and Woodstockl. 

I. Region 10. EASTERN CUMBERLAND-SAGADAHOC COUNTY. Units 
located in this a!=ea--shall region include: Brunswick; 
Freeport; and School Administrative District No. 7e-EewEi9~B 

75 (Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, Harpswell and Topshaml. ~his 

!=e~ieB-~-~he-~~~-eeB~et-~--Eath-~~~-eee!=EiiBate 

~!=9~!=ams-aBEi-ae~ivi~iesv 

J. Region 11. SOUTHERN OXFORD COUNTY. Units located in 
this a~ea--£ha~~ region include: School Administrative 
District No. 17-Ha!=!=iseB 17 (Harrison, Hebron, Norway, 
Otisfield, Oxford, Paris, Waterford and· West Parisl; and 
School Administrative District No. ;l9-EQe*~ielEi ~ 

(Buckfield, Hartford and Sumnerl. ~is--£e~4eB--.,a.ml---t-he 

veea~ieBal-~~--a~-~~-~~b&&~&~¥&-g4s~£4e~-~r-el 

+E!=iEi~~eB+-shall-eeetEiiBa~e-~!=e~tams-aBEi-ae~ivi~iesv 

3. Central. Aroostook County. Central Aroostook County 
22 shall is also se a veea~ieBal region. 

24 A. Public secondary schools located at: Ashland; Caribou; 
Easton; Fort Fairfield; Limestone; Mars Hill; Presque Isle; 

26 and Washburn shall--he- are served by te~ieBal--"Ii'GGa-&j,.s.:ea],. 

centers located in Presque Isle and Caribou~ 
28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

B. Notwithstanding provisions of sections 8452 to 8459, 
these !=e~ieBal centers shall--se are governed by ~heit 

!=espee~ive the school boards of the· units operating such 
centers, but shall have an advisory committee, as defined in 
section 8404, responsible for coordinating vocational 
education for the Central Aroostook County atea--as--Ge-~~aeG 

iB-see~ieB-84g4 region. 

4. Validation. Each vocational region authorized and 
organized under Public Law 1973, chapter 605, is hereby 
validated, confirmed, approved and declared legal in all 
respects, notwithstanding any defect or irregularity which may 
have occurred in the organization of the region or in the 
selection of the cooperative board of that region. 

44 5. Northern Aroostook County. Northern Aroostook County 
shall is also se a veea~ieBal region aBEi--eb;a.;l.-l--he--e~~aBillleEi-:,-i-n 

46 ~he-~ellewiB~-maBBe!=. 

48 A. Public secondary schools located at Van Buren, 
Madawaska, St. Agatha, Fort Kent and Allagash shall-~ ~ 

50' served by !=e~ieBal-v&€a~4~a~ centers located in Van Buren, 
Madawaska and Fort Kent, provided that in the event that the 

52 school boards of School Administrative District No. 27 (Fort 
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Kent), School Administrative District No. 33 (St. Agatha) 
and Madawaska enter into a cooperative agreement pursuant to 
section 8401, the agreement shall must provide that if a new 
veea~ieBal center located in Maine School Administrative 
District No. 33 becomes operational, vocational students 
from Maine School Administrative District No. 10 (Allagash) 
shall must be allocated slots in the vocational programs at 
the center as tuition students on the same basis as students 
from the 3 participating units and that vocational students 
from School Administrative District No. 24 (Van Buren) shall 
must be permitted to attend that veea~ieBal center on a 
tuition basis to the extent that there are unused slots 
available in the vocational programs at the center. 

B. Notwithstanding sections 8452 to 8459, these tel3ieBal 
centers shal±-ae are governed by ~heit-~e6~e€~4¥e the school 
boards of the units operating the centers, but shall have an 
advisory committee, as defined in section 8404, for the 
Bet~hetB Northern Aroostook County atea region, provided 
that in the event that the school boards of School 
Administrative District No. .27, School Administrative 
District No. 33 and Madawaska School Department enter into a 
cooperative agreement pursuant to section 8401, the Bet~hetB 
Northern Aroostook County advisory committee shall must be 
made up of representatives of those 3 administrative units 
and the advisory committee shall--ha~ has authority to 
review applications for employment and personnel records 
relating to the vocational director and teachers. in the 
vocational Ftel3taHl programs of the center in order for the 
advisory committee to make employment recommendations to the 
Superintendent of Schools of Maine School Administrative 
District No. 33. 

C. In the event that School Administrative District No. 27, 
School Administrative District No. 33 and Madawaska School 
Department enter into a cooperative agreement pursuant to 
section 8401, not later than June 30, 1989, the school 
boards of the 3 participating units shall, in conjunction 
with the advisory commi,ttee, develop and submit a plan to 
the ~emmissieBet-~-Ea\:i:ea1::ie:a commissioner for eelivety--o-f 
providing secondary vocational setviees education within the 
3 participating units. The plan shall must include: 

(1) A proposal for· the construction of a new 
veea~ieBal center in School Administrative District No. 
33; 

(2) Provisions for assignment without loss of salary 
of all continuing contract vocational teachers employed 
by School Administrative District· No. 27 and Madawaska 
School Department to School Administrative District No. 
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33 if a new veea~ieBa± center in School Administrative 
District No. 33 becomes operational; and 

(3) Assurances that all 3 participating administrative 
units and School Administrative District No. 10 on a 
tuition basis, shall have access to programs at the new 
veea~ieBa± center in proportion to the number of high 
school ~~BieFs---a£e---~~~ students in each 
administrative unit. 

D. The plan developed under paragraph C saa±± must be 
submitted to the GeHlFllissieBeF-t>-t--Ed:uGa:t-i<m- commissioner for 
approval. The commissioner may make necessary 
recommendations to the participating units to assist in the 
implementation of the plan for the school year 1991-92. ~ae 
~±aB-~~~-Be-~~-~--~~-~~~~--ay-~--~gT 
1989 ... 

E. If the school boards of School Administrative District 
No. 27, School Administrative District No. 33 and Madawaska 
enter into a cooperative agreement pursuant to section 8401 
and if a plan developed under paragraph C is approved by the 
commissioner, School Administrative District No. 33 sha±± 
have has the authority to undertake school construction 
projects for vocational education in accordance with the 
provisions of chapter 609 and to borrow money and issue 
bonds and notes of the district for school construction 
projects in accordance with section 1311 and sections 1351 
to 1354., 

F. Section 8~91 830l-A, subsection a Q and sections 8452 to 
8467 sha±± do not apply to the veea~ieBa± region established 
for B~F~aeF~ Northern Aroost6ok County under this section. 

Sec. 19. 20~A MRSA §8451~A is enacted to read: 

§U451-A. Programs 

A region shall provide programs of vocational education. 
Programs of vocational education are eligible to receive state 
subsidy pursuant to chapters 606 and, 609. All programs of 
vocational education offered by a region must be approved by the 
commissioner pursuant to section 8306-A. The programs must offer 
a sequence of courses that' are directly related to the 
preparation of individuals for employment in current or emerging 
occupations and may include training and education in academic 
and business skills preparing students to further their education 
at the technidal college or college level Or allowing students to 
use trade and occupational skills on other than an employee 
basis. Programs of vocational education may also include 
training and education in ·music, athletics, art and 'other 
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2 
activities approved by the commissioner pursuant to section 
8306-A. 

4 Sec. 20. 20~A MRSA §84§2, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 
and 8, is" amended to read: 

6 
§8~520 Cooperative hoard; fonmation 

8 
'nle Each vocational l'e'3~En'!e-.e;ha.J..,l--be region is· administered 

10 by a cooperative board organized as follows. 

12 10 Structure of cooperative hoard 0 The school boards of 
the sehee~--aEIm,i-&.i.e;~.£-at.-i-=l.e units .located in a region, at a joint 

14 meeting called by the commissioner, shall El.et;el'H1~e.e . decide for 
the region by majority vote: 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 , 

28 

A. The size of the cooperative board; 

B. The number of members of the cooperative board to sel've 
~l'eHl represent each unit or group of units; 

c. The method of selecting l'eFl'esee.~a~~ves-~.£~ members of 
the cooperative board' to represent each Unit or group of 
Units; and 

D. The method of sharing costst-aaEi. of vocational education 
among the units in the region. 

ET---~-~--ef--~»~~~-~~-5e--}eiB~ly-~~~~-hy--a 
30 eeaFel'at;~ve-seal'EI.-H1eHlSal'T 

32 20 Role of municipal officers 0 The municipal officers of 
each gehsel-~~~~-at.-i~ unit w~~h~e. in the region shall must 

34 be invited to the joint meeting to present testimony on 
cooperative board membership and on the methods of sharing costs 

36 among the units in the region. 

38 30 Votill19' 0 Eash The school board of each unit shall caucus 
with the municipal officers w~~hie. of that unit. Ie. Thereafter, 

40 in the joint meeting, ~he each school board shall cast ~he~l' its 
votes on the issues identified in subsection 1 in accordance with 

42 the majority vote.>of the caucus of ~he~l' the school board and 
municipal officers. Each school board has one vote on each of 

44 the issues identified in subsection 1. 

46 ~o Process of appealo A Within 30 days of the date of the 
joint meeting. a school board may appeal El.esis~ee.s-eR-~~~~ 

48 e~-6Ra~4a'3-~e6~-~~~~~~~-a~~~~~»~~-peFPeseB~a~ive9-ee. 

~he-~ee~a~.,i"1e-~-E1 to the state board any decision reached at 
50 the joint meeting on an issue identified in subsection 1. The 

state board decision shall-!le II final and binding on .the school 
52 administrative units within the region. 
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5. Appointment of cooperative board members. WheB After 
the memBe~-~€hee~-~~~~~~~ school boards of the units e~-a 
eeepe~aeive--Bea£a in a region have aeee~m~Bea decided the 
~ep~eseBeaeieB-a£e-~~~~hGG-e~-~ha~4£~-~~ issues identified 
in subsection 1, the SQpe~iBeeB~eBes superintendent of each unit 
in the region shall call meeeiB~s a meeting of the school Bea~as 
board for the unit. ~he At that meeting the school aea~as board 
shall appoint' ehei~ its authorized number of ~eF~eseBeaeives 

members to the cooperative board. 

6. Orqanization of the cooperative board. The e~~aBisae~eB 
e~-ehe cooperative board sha±±-eeea~ is organized as follows. 

A. The superintendents of the units within the region shall 
call a meeting of the cooperative board members ee-~~a£4~ 
appointed pursuant to subsection 5. 

B. The cooperative board members shall: 

(1) Elect a ehai~maB chair and viee-ehai~maB 

vice-chair; 

(2) Elect a secretary~ who aees need not have-~e be a 
member of the cooperative board; 

(3) Adopt a constitution or bylaws ~e~-~he-~~~~~~ 
aBa-eeBaQeeiB~-e~-Bea~a-meeeiB~s; and 

(4) Elect a treasurer, who need not bea member of the 
cooperative board. The treasurer shall give a bond to 
the cooperative board with the sum and sureties 
established by the cooperative board. This bond shall 
must be deposited with the eha~~maB chair. The 
eHpeBses expense of the Beaas--&.ha,l~ bond must be paid 
by the cooperative board. ~he-~~ea~~~€$-~-~~-have 

ee-Be-a-memae~-e~-ehe-eeepe~aeive-aea~ev 

7. Filinq return with state board. The secretary of the 
cooperative board shall immediately file a return with the state 
board ±iseiB~' identifying the names of the members and officers 
of the cooperative board and certifying that the. cooperative 
board has been properly organized. 

8. Issuance of certificate of approval. ~he In response to 
a return filed pursuant" to subsection 7, the state board may 
shall issue a certificate of approval for the organization e~ 

~ee~~aBisaeieB--f..g.:c---&a:eh--¥e€a~..ieBaJ of the region. The issuance 
of the certificate sha±±-J3e is conclusive evidence of the lawful 
organization of the region. The original certificate shall I!!..Y:.Ii.t. 
be kept on file By with the secretary of eaeh the region, and 
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copies saa!! must be placed on file in the office of the 
2 commissioner. 

4 Sec. 21. 20-A MRS A §8453" as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 
and 8, is repealed. 

6 
Sec. 22. 20mAMRSA §8453-A is enacted to read: 

8 
§8453-A. Membership on cooperative board 

10 
1. Requirements. Each member of a cooperative board must: 

12 
A. Represent a unit within the region:' 

14 
B. Represent a unit in which the member resides: and 

16 
c. Represent approximately the same number of I;!ersons 

18 residing within the region as each' other member of the 
cooperative board. 

20 
2. School. board member requirement: unit with mul.tipl.e 

22 representatives. If a unit is authorized by section 8452 to 
appoint more than one member of a cooperative board, one of those 

24 members must be a member ofthe.school board of the unit. 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

'42 

44 

3. Confl.icts of interest. A member of a cooperative board 
may not: 

A. Hold any office the duties of which are incompatible 
with those of a member of the cooperative board: 

B. During the term for which that member serves on the 
cooperative board and for one. year thereafter, be appointed 
to any civil office of profit or employment position that is 
created or the compensation 'of which is increased by the 
action of the cooperative board during that term: or 

D. Be employed as a full-time employee of the region 
governe'd by the cooperative board to which .the member has 
been appointed, nor. may the spouse of a member be so 
employed. For purposes of this . subsection, "full-time 
employee" means a person . regularly employed on a weekly 
basis regardless of remuneration' or the number of hours 
worked. 

46 A contract made by a cooperative board must comply with the 
requirements of Title 30-A, section 2605. 

48 
Sec. 23 .. 20-A MRSA §8454, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 

50 and 8, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

52 §8454. Oath of office 
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1. Oath. Before taking any official action. a newly 
appointed member of a cooperative board shall take the following 
oath or affirmation before a dedimus justice or notary public. 

"I (name) do swear that I will faithfully discharge to 
the best of my abilities the duties encumbent on me as a 
member of the cooperative board of Vocational Education 
Region No. according to the Constitution of·Maine and laws 
of this State. so help me God." 

2. Certificate. A member of a cooperative board shall make 
a certificate documenting that the member has taken the oath or 
affirmation and return it to the secretary of the cooperative 
board who shall keep it on file at the office of the cooperative 
board. 

3. Al.ternative l.anguage. If a member is conscientiously 
scrupulous of taking an oath. the word "affirm" must be used 
instead of the word "swear" and the' words "this I do under the 
pains and penalty of perjury" must be used inst~ad of the words 
"so help me God." 

Sec. 24. 20·AMRSA §8455, as amended by PL 1989, c .. 104, Pt
C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

§8455. Vocational. region considered a pol.itical. subdivision 

A vocational region shall--h& is a political subdivision 
within the meaning of Title 5, section laaa 19002, subsection 6, 
and a quasi-municipal corporation within the meaning of Title 
30-A, section 5701, and all the provisions of ~ha~~£€€~~~£-~~ 
be-applieable those sections apply to ~hemit. 

Sec. 25. 20-A MRSA§8456, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 
and 8, is amended to read: 

§8456. Voter approval of cooperative board articl.es 

Vgea~i9Bal--F~i9B&-~y A region shall vote on articles 
submitted by the. cooperative board using the procedures set' forth 
in sections 1351 to 1354. For such' purposes. references in 
those sections to "school administrative district" or "district" 
mean vocational region: 'references in those sections to "board of 
directors." "board," "school board," "school directors" or 
"school director" mean cooperative board: and references in those 
sections to "they" mean either. as appropriate in the context, 
cooperative board or members of the cooperative board. 

Sec. 26. 20-A MRSA §8457, as amended by PL 1987, c. 98, §3, 
is further amended to read: . 
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$84510 Cooperative 1bl0caUrG,authQ.rity 
2 

Jlo' General powers and Gutieso A cooperative board sha;!,;!, 
4 aaye has all of the ~~§hGS powers and duties of a school board as 

provided in section 1001, subsections 1, 2, 4 to 7, 11-A and 12; 
6 section 1002; section 1256, subsections 1, 2 and 4 to 7; section 

1257; sections 1313 to 1315; section 2501; section 4801; section 
8 13201; and section 13202. For such purposes, references in those 

sections to· "school administrative· unit." "administrative unit," 
10 "school unit," "unit," "school administrative district" or 

"district" mean vocational region: references in. those sections 
12 . to "school board, .. "school committee, .. "board," "board of 

directors" or "directors" mean cooperative board: references in 
14 those sections to "director" mean a member of' a cooperative 

board; and references in those sections to "they" mean either, as 
16 appropriate in the context, cooperative board or· members of the 

cooperative board. 
18 

20 
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20 Cooperative agreement a The cooperative board shall adopt 
a cooperative agreement incorporating at a minimum each of the 
items listed under· section 8452, subsection 1. The cooperative 
board, with the superintendents' advisory committee, shall 
annually review the cooperative agreement. ~t. The cooperative 
board may amend the agreement wit.a-~eGpee~-~~~-eemiBiS&Fe&iea 
e~--yeeat.~eBa;!,--eeQeat.~eB--~B--t.he--~e~~eBv---A--~ey~s~eB--e~--t.he 

a§~eemeBt.~6ha~J-BeL subject to approval by a majority yet.e of the 
school boards of the units served by the region :i:B-~-dan<Ie

w~t.a--&ae-~~&-~-~-~~le. A copy of the cooperative 
agreement and any amendments sha!;!, to the agreement must be filed 

-with the commissioner. 

3D Authority to Iblorrow, expend and accept funds 0 

cooperative board may: 
A 

A. Borrow funds in anticipation of t.he 
payment of its share of the yeeat.:i:eBa;!, 
beaBs Such borrowing: 

.a member· unit's 
regional budget. 

(1) Sha;!,;!, ~ be repaid within one year; and 

(2) May not at any· time exceed 3/4 of the region's 
annual approved budget aE'E'ifeyee-~--t~~F--QB:i:t.S-e-f 
t.he-l?e~:i:eB; 

B. MaY--eK-pend Expend available ~eyeBQe funds to meet. ~ 
debt service aBe L security. and maintenance e~--p.E'&F&F-1:.y 

costs; and 

C. Accept and expend special grants from state and federal 
sources. 
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4. Compensation. GeepeFat:ive A ceeperative beard HleHlseFs 
member may be paid up to. $l9 $25, plus reasenable expenses, fer 
each meeting at:t:eBaea ef the ceeperative beard er its 
subcemmittees that the member attends. 

5. lMieetings. A ceeperative beard. shall meet at least 6 
times per calendar year. 

Sec. 27. 20·A MRSA §§8458 to 8460, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 
693, §§5 and 8, are amended to. read: 

.§8458. Vocational director; chief administrative officer 

1. Employment of vocational director. The ceeperative 
beard shall empley a certified vecatienal directer who. shall 
administer, in cempliance with this sectien, the previsien ef 
vecatienal educatien in the regien. ~ae-~~-may-~~--~h& 

aiFeet:eF-t:e-seFve-as-t:ae~ 

AT--AEimiBist:Fat:ive-eEEieeF-eE-t:ae-Fe'3ieBt-aBa 

ET--~FeasHFeF-aBa-seeFet:aFy-t:e-t:ae-seaFaT 

av---~iesv---~~--aEimiBist:Fat:ive--~~~~---Hlay--~~~ 

t:eaeaeFs~aBa-saall-peFEeFHI-et:aeF-aHt:ies-as-assi'3Bea-sy-t:ae-seaFaT 

av--. ..Jh--ajgjgieia--aEllmim-&t:.~-at-i~-G:f.:f..ieeF-.---U--~h&--e~-a-t-i.:r,r-e 
seaFa-~-~--aesi'3Bat:e-~~-.:r,r~-a-t-i~--aiFeet:eF-~~-~.:r,r-e--as 

aEimiBist:Fat:ive-~~~~~r-~£-e--aeaFa-~-eB~et--~a~-~-a'3FeeHleBt: 

wit:a-~~&~pe~~a~~a~-wJ~hJ£-~~-Fe'3ieB-~~-&G~~-a~-~-eEEieie 

aEimiBist:Fat:ive--e~~ieeF--~~-~~-~~~-~~~-~£-e--aQ~4es--HBaeF. 

sHsseet:ieB-~T 

4. Appointment of chief administrative officer. The 
ceeperative beard sh~ll appeint a chief. administrative' efficer 
who. shall administer' the regien in cempliance with pelicy set by 
the ceeperative beard, neminate teachers and ether empleyees fer 
empleymentby the regien and perferm such ether duties as are 
assigned ·te the chief administrative efficer by the ceeperative 
beard. The' ceeperative .beard shall appeint as the chief 
administrative efficer either: 

A. The vecatienal directer; er 

B. The superintendent ef a unit in the regien. 

5. Appointment of treasurer and secretary. 
beard may appeint the vecatienal directer 
administrative efficer as treasurer er secretar~ 
ceeperative beard." 

. §8459. Superintendents' advisory committee 
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4 

The superintendents of the units within each region shall 
serve as -an advisory committee to the cooperative board. This 
committee saa;\,;\,: 

6 1. JRight -- to attend cooperative board lIu~etingso Be--:i£ ..... .,it..e4 
~e-a~~eB4-~~~~ Must receive notice of and must be invited 

8 to attend all meetings ae;\,a-by of the cooperative board; and 

10 

12 

14 

16 

20 Meeting with vocational director 0 Mee~ Shall meet with 
the vocational director of the region at least 4 times each 
calendar year to review current and proposed programs, budgets 
and issues relating to vocational education in the region. 

§U460. Budget 

~ae-~~1--~~-:it}B Each -region I s budget saa;\,;\,must be 
18 prepared and approved as follows+-".. 

20 
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1. Duties of the -cooperative board. Tne cooperative board 
shall: 

A. Prepare and approve a budget for the veea~ieRa;\, region; 

B. Hold 6 g public aeaFiR~s hearing in each of 2 separate 
municipalities in the region, prior to submitting the budget 
for aaeptieR approval by the region I s voters in accordance 
with one of the methods of voting set forth .in subsection 2; 

c. Prepare 6 articles, or 6 orders for municipal council 
meetings, in substantially the fe;\,;\,ewiR~' form set forth in 
subparagraphs (1) and (2): 

( 1) "Shall the regional vocation:al operating budget as 
approved by the cooperative! board for the 
year be approved in the amount of 
$ ?"; and 

(2) "Shall the vocational region approve a budget for 
adult education -in- the amount of $ - for the 
year -------?"; 

D. Select the method of submitting the articles or orders 
for budget aaep~ieR approval from those !3a~;\,iRea set forth 
in subsection 2; and 

E. Seiect the' date of the· budget -voteL .if the regional 
b~dget meeting method is used. 

2. Methods of budget approvalo The cooperative board shall 
submit the fiRa;\' budget for approval by thevuters in a region as 
follows: 
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A. The articles, or orders, for the vocational education 
operating budget and adult education pe!Ctie:as--e-t"--t-he- budget 
sha±± for the region must be submitted for aeeptie:a approval 
by one of the following methods prior to July 1st: 

(1)' The school administrative unit method e~t±i:aee 

described in section 8461; 

(2) The referendum method e~t±i:aee described in 
sections 1351 to 1354; a:ae or 

(3) The regional budget meeting method e~t±i:aee 

described in section 8462; and 

B. For the purpose of approving money to repay bonds issued 
by the region, each school administrative. unit within a the 
region shall include as part of the debt service portion .of 
its regular school budget an amount sufficient to eeve!C-that 
pay such school admin.istrative unit's share of the region's 
debt service. 

30 Budget reconsiderationo 
not aeeptee approved pursuant to 
board shall:. 

If the articles or orders are 
subsection 2, the cooperative 

A. Prepare a revised budget and budget articles; and 

B. Submit the revised budget articles for voter approval 
under the regional budget meeting method before August 1st. 

Sec. 28.20-A MRSA §8461, as amended by PL 1985, c. 797, §44, 
is further amended to read: 

§8461. School administrative unit method 

1. Role of the-school administrative unit. The legislative 
body of each sehee±--adm-:i-ni-st..,r-at-i--'.fe- unit in the £ region shall 
vote on the articles submitted by the cooperative board. 

A. The vote e~ on the budget sha±±-Be~£em~€t€e articles by 
each unit must occur at the same time as the vote on the 
unit's regular school-budget. 

B. The vote e~--t-be---~i-s-1-a-1;-i-ve--£>eey--sha-1-1- on each budget 
article must be to accept or reject each such article as 
appearing In the budget warrant. No portion! ofa warrant 
may be amended. 

c. Following the a:a:a~a±--~e~€t--~-i~~~~--a--~££~ 

aElmi:aist!Cative vote on the budget articles by a unit, the 
clerk of that the unit shall notify, in writing, the member 
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or members of the cooperative board whieh that represent 
t:hat: the unit of the results of the vote .. 

20 Role' of the cooperative board. 
cooperative board is as follows+~ 

The role of the 

A. Within 5 days after the 
aet:ee voted on the budget, 
cooperative board shall call 
board to tally the results of 
the region. 

last unit in the region has 
the .ehaitmaH chair of the 

a meeting of the cooperative 
the vet:e votes of the units in 

B. ';I;he Each cooperative board memsets member shall report 
in writing aHe-£hu~~-~-~~~--ba~~~& the number of units 
represented by the member that voted on the budget articles 
in the affirmative or in the negative and shall cast a vote 
in accordance with the vote of the majority vet:e of the 
school administrative units represented by that member. 

C. The ehaitmaH chair shall aee tally these votes of the 
cooperative board members and the cooperative board shall 
make a finding of fact and enter in its records the t:et:a;!, 
vet:e number of members that voted in the affirmative and the 
number of members that voted in the negative. 

( 1) I f the t:et:a;!, number of members that voted in the 
affirmative vet:es.-~ exceeds the t:et:a;!, number of 
members that voted in the negative vet:es, the 
cooperative board shall declare that the region's 
budget has been approved. 

(2) If any article wit:hiH~~he-~ fails to pass be 
approved by a majority of the members on the 
cooperative board, or if a special budget meeting is 
called to pledge the' .. , credit ·of the eist:tiet: region 
after the cooperative board has declared that an 
emergency exists, the cooperative board may prepare a 
new budget or special budget and submit the necessary 
articles to a regional budget meeting e~-~he-¥e€u~4e£u~ 
te§ieH called in the manner set:--~~~ described in 
section 8462. 

3. School administrative districts and cOJlllmWllity school 
districts. A municipality whieh that is a member of a secondary 
community school district or a school administrative district in 
a region shall appropriate the costs of vocational education 
allocable to the municipality under the approved budget. for the 
region as part of the municipality's secondary school budget. 

Sec. 29. 20·AMRSA§8462, as amended by PL 1983. c. 862, §61, 
is further amended to read: 
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(~ 
§8462. Regional budget meeting app~oval method 

2 
1. Method of notice. A regional budget meeting shall must 

4 be called by a warrant. The warrant shall must be signed by a 
majority of the cooperative board memBe~shi~. The following 

6 procedures shall apply to the warrant. 

8 A. The warrant shall must specify the time and place of the 
regional budget meeting. 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 
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32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

BoThe warrant shall must be directed by name to any 
resident livia~ within the veeatieaal region BY--~ 

ordering the resident to notify all voters within the region 
to assemble at the time and place a~~eiRtea specified for 
the regional budget meeting. 

C. The warrant shall must include the budget articles that 
the cooperative board considers necessary to place before 
the vo te r s aaa- -t-he- - -iffi.t.-hEH:'-i-&at.-i -en- - te --e-~ - -f-unds--e E --t-he
~e~iea-Ee~-the-Eiseal-yea~. 

Do An ettested copy of the warrant shall must be posted by 
the person to whom it is directed in some conspicuous public 
place in each eE--t.h-e--muni-o-i-pa-l-i-t.-i-e-s- municipali ty wi thin the 
veeatieaal region at least 7 days before the regional budget 
meetingT ..... 

Eo The person who gives notice of the regional budget 
meeting by posting the warrant shall complete th~ return on 
the warrant stating the manner of noticeT and location and 
time of posting in each eemml:l.aity municipality within the 
region. 

Fo A detailed supportive budget document shall must 
accompany the warrant and be made available in sufficient 
quantities to the legislative body whieh-has--r~ih-i-1-it-y
Ee~-fiRal-&Qa~e-t.-~~~ of each municipality in the region 
and to the voters present at the regional budget meeting. 
The supportive document shall must contain a summary of 
aatiei~atea estimated revenues and estimated expenditures 
for the fiscal year that is the subject of the budget. 

2. Procedure. The procedure at and immediately prior to a 
44 regional budget meeting shall must be as follows. 

46 

48 

50 

A. The cooperative board shall appoint a resident of S! 

municipality within the region to act as the registration 
clerk for the regional budget meeting. 

B. The registration clerk shall make and keep 'a voting list 
of all residents in the region eligible to vote. The clerk 
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shall compile the voting list from the voting lists of all 
the municipalities within the region. 

c. Each municipal clerk within the region shall deliver to 
the registration clerk, 5 business days prior to the 
regional budget meeting, a certified eeJ:'l:'eet;ea copy of the 
voting list of the memBel:' municipality. Additions j;Q. or 
deletions from the list may not be made during the 5 
business days prior to the regional budget meeting. Only the 
eit;ieeRs persons whose names appear on the voting list may 
vote at the regional budget meeting on the budget articles 
presented by the cooperative board. 

D. The ehail:'maR chair of the cooperative boardT or.L.. if the 
chair is absent.L.. the ehail:'maR..!.s chair's designee, shall open 
the regional budget meeting by calling for the election of a 
mciderator, by recel.Vl.ng and counting the votes for each 
person nominated to such position and by swearing in the 
BemiBee person receiving a plurality of the votes cast. 

E. The moderator shall preside over the regional budget 
meeting. 

F. ';ghe A vocational education budget article may be aae:E't;ea 
approved only by a majority vote of those present and 
voting. The vote on each budget article must be to accept 
or reject each such article as appearing in the budget 
warrant, or as amended by vote of the regional budget 
meeting. 

G. The moderator shall appoint from those persons whose 
names appear on the certified voting lists as many ballot 
clerks as necessary for the efficient operation of the 
regional budget· meeting. The ballot clerks sha;),;), must be 
sworn in by the moderator. 

H. The secretary of the cooperative board, or, if the 
secretary is absent, the secretary's designee, shall record 
accurately all the votes of the regional budget meeting. 

I. The cooperative board shall, immediately upon the 
aae:E't;ieR approval of a' budget, compute the share to be paid 
by each municipality within the region and sha;),;), notify t;he 
sehee;)'-~~~~iak& each unit within the region to include 
t;heil:' its share of the region's budget in the sehee;), 
aElmiRist;l:'at;ive unit's annual school budget. A region's 
budget sha;),;), must be aae:E't;ea approved by the method 
described in this section on or before August 1st. 

J. The sChool officials of each· unit in the. region shall 
place on the school warrant for payment the first of each 
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2 
month a sum equal to 1/12 of the seheel--a4m1»1&&ra&1ve 
unit's share of the veeat:ieBal-seheelregion's budget. 

4 Sec. 30. 20~A MRSA§§8463 and 8464, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 

6 

8 

10 

693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read: 

§8463. Assessment and appropriation of municipal funds 

~eea± Municipal funds shall must be 
appr?priated for a region's budget as follows. 

asses§ed and 

12 1.. Operating, construction and debt service costs. Each 
region shall, in accordance with the region's written agreement 

14 for sharing costs adopted pursuant to section 8457, app:E'ep;!;'iat:e 
t:he-~-y--J.tI€-aJ.--:f1:l-:eG&--t-&--pay assess each unit wi thin the 

16 region that unit's share of the region's annual budget for the 
operating and construction costs for veeat:ieBal region programs 

18 as may be required by this subsection and sections 8460 and 8465. 

20 

22 

24 

2. Deduction of federal grants. Anticipated grants from 
federal sources to be received by the :E'e~ieBal cooperative board 
shal± must be deducted from the ~:E'ess region's annual budget 
Be~e:E'e prior to making the assessments to the iBaiviaaa± 
municipalities within the region pursuant to subsection 1. 

26 3 • Raising and aPRropriating local municipal funds. Each 
municipality within a region shall raise and appropriate 

28 sufficient funds to pay for its share of the region's annual 
budget assessed pursuant to subsection 1. 

30 
§0464. Budget failure 

32 
The following p:E'evisieBs--app-ly- applies in the event of a 

34 budget failure as defined in section g~91 8301-A. 

36 1.. Submission of a contingency plan. If a budget failure 
exists after August 1st of any fiscal year, the cooperative board 

38 shall sl.lbmit to the state board a financial statement with an 
operational plan indicating how the p:E'e~:E'am-w4±±-be-~~~-~ 

40 :E'ee:E'~aBise~ cooperative board intends to reorganize or terminate 
the region's vocational education programs. 

42 
2. Payment of the. state Subsidy to the cooperative board. 

44 WheB If a budget failure exists, the State shall pay directly to 
the cooperative board t:he--s'l:1ffi--o-f- each unit's st:at:e--shar-8--*-&ae. 

46 state subsidy for' vocational education alleeat:ieB--o-f--t:he--uni-t-s
within the region. 

48 
3. Expenditure of available funds. If a budget failure 

50 exists after· June 30th, the cooperative board may expend balances 
and available revenues until the region is reorganized or 

52 terminated or until a budget is approved pursuant to this chapter. 
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.40 Anticipatory borrowing 0 The cooperative board may 
borrow funds not to exceed 50% of the state subsidy anticipated 
st.at.e--ad-J~-i-EHl to be received in the fiscal year by units in 
the region. Such borrowing shall must be repaid within the same 
fiscal year. 

Sec. 31. 2@aA MRS A §84t55, as ame'nded by PL 1987, c. 98, §4, 
is further amended to read: 

§84650 Bonding authority 

Beaes ·A region may issue bonds and notes for school 
14 construction purposes. The cooperative board shall decide 

whether the issuance of bonds or notes by the region for school 
16 construction purposes is necessary. The cooperative board shall 

administer the process of determining· whether the issuance of 
18 bonds or notes is authorized, and, if so, it shall issue· the 

bonds or notes and administer the proceeds of, and the payment of 
20 . principal of and interest on, those bonds or notes after 

issuance. A region may issue bonds and notes for school 
22 construction purposes only ae---i-s-s:ued under the following 

provisions. 
24 

10 Regional referendmno If the cooperative board decides 
26 t.e--i-s-s.ue that issuance of bonds or notes e:E Qy the region for 

school construction purpos·es is necessary: 
28 

A. The cooperative board shall call a regional referendum 
30 using the procedures set forth in sections 1351 to 1354 to 

authorize issuance of the bonds or notes. Re:EelO'eaees For 
32 such purposes, references in t.h:is-£e€-t.4.-e£ those sections to 

lawS--Fe-F-t.a4.R4.R43'---t.g "school administrative district" or 
34 "district" mean vocational region: and references in those 

sections to "board of directorsL " meaas-~iona-1---Fe43'4.eR 

36 aae "board," "school board," "school directors ," or "school 
director" mean cooperative boardT ---'-Fe£j§le€-t.4. ..... eJ.:Y and 

38 references in those sections to "they" mean either, as 
appropriate in the context, cooperative board or members of 

40 the cooperative board; 

42 B. The results of the referendum vote in each municipality 
shall must be reported immediately to the secretary of the 

44 cooperative board; and 

46 C. The cooperative board shall meet and make aa-app-Fep-F4.at.e 
:E:iae:ia43' the determinations and declarations of fact as 

48 required :ia Qy section 1353, subsection 6 d. 

50 20 Bond resolutions. If the cooperative board determines 
from the regional referendum vote that bonds or notes shall are 
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authorized to be issued for school construction purposes, then 
the following sha±±-app±y applies. 

A. The cooperative board shall pass a resolution ~e--t-hat. 

e~~ee~-£e~~4B~-~~-t~ stating that bonds or notes for school 
construction purposes have been authorized and stating the 
dollar amount and purposes of the prepesa±-££e--t~~~ 
~er--wh~eh--~he--preeeess--were--aa~her~ses bonds or notes 
authorized. 

B. Bonds or notes sha±± must be issued in the manner 
described in section 1311, except that any reference therein 
to "school administrative district" or !!sears--ef--s-e-hGG-l
s~ree~ers!!--sha:l.,l--mean--veea~i-e!l:al-~e~4eB-~ "district" means 
vocational region, and reference th~rein to "board of 
directors" or "board" means cooperative boardT--r-e-spe-e-t-i-v-e-l-y 
and any reference therein to "assistant superintendent" 
means secretary of the cooperative board. 

c. Indebtedness sha±± of a region for school construction 
purposes may not exceed 4% of the total state valuation of 
all the municipalities eemprisiH~ in the region. That 
indebtedness sha±±-ae is outside the debt limitations of the 
individual municipalities e~ in the region. 

3. Prior bonds and notes. All actions taken in connection 
with bonds and notes for school construction purposes by 
vocational regions and their officers prior to October 1, 1975 
sha±± continue to be valid. 

Sec. 32. 20·A MRSA §§8466 and 8467, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 
693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read: 

§8466. Transfer or lease of school property to a vocational region 

~he-~~.,l~-i£~-~~-~~-~e-~~aB5£e~-~-~~-~~p&~&~-~e 

a-veea~ieBa±-re~ieHT 

1. Authority. A sehee±-~~-e~-~-sehee±-~~~~~~~ 
unit within a veea~ieBa± region may transfer or lease unused 
sehee± property eWHes-ay of the unit to the veea~~eHa± region for 
vocational education purposes. 

2. Definitions. For. ~he purposes of this sectionL a 
special. school district sha±±--be- is considered ~e--be- a sehee± 
aamiHis~ra~ive unit. 

§8467. Sale of vocational region capital assets 

~he--~~~~-~~-i£-i~£--appl~--t~-~he--&a1-&-~--veea~ieHa± 

re~~eH-eapi~a±-asse~sT 
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L Sale of capita1 assets. ¥eeasieBal--r-eg-iOOs- A region 
mayr--Hl---ease--e-:f--a--shl:1.se.ewBr sell· any of its buildings aBe. .L. 

equipment eWBee.-~-~~-veeasieBal-~~~~ or other capital 
assets if the sale ·is in compliance with the conditions of any 
indebtedness. issued to finance such assets and:if the sale is 
approved by the state board. 

8 2. Use of proceeds of· sale. The fl:1.BaS--F-a-i-seG-~--t-he 
proceeds of a sale iB authorized by subsection 1 shall must be 

10 used as follows: 

12 A. The proceeds of the sale shall must first be used to 
!!;'ee.l:1.ee-aRY payor assure payment of outstanding indebtedness 

14 on the capital asset; 

16 B. Any remaining !!;'eeeipss-shaJ.J. proceeds must then be used 
to meet outstanding obligations of the region; and 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

c. Any remaining sl:1.!!;,pll:1.s--shall proceeds must then be 
!!;'eSl:1.!!;,Bee. paid to the department. 

Sec. 33. 20-A MRSA §8468~ as enacted by PL 1989, c. 132, §4, 
is amended to read: 

§8468. Reserve fund 

¥eeasieBal-!!;'e~ieBs-lRay-essaalish-a-!!;'ese!!;'ve-fl:1.Be.-as-fellews-r 

1. Establishment. A vocational region may establish a 
30 reserve fund for .Q, school construction p!!;'e:}eess project, 

fiBaBeiB~ the acquisition or reconstruction of a specific item or 
32 type of capital improvement or fiBaBeiB~ the acquisition of a 

specific item or type of capital equipment by iBell:1.e.iB~-a-~e~~es~ 

34 establishing such a reserve fund in the region budget aBe. 
FeeeiviB~--apfl-!'G-va-l- pursuant to this chapter. The cooperative 

36 board shall--be is the trustee of she such a reserve fund. ~he 

!!;'ese!!;'ve--~-~~--ae-~i-t~-~--iBvessea-~--t~-s!!;'easl:1.!!;'e!!;' 

38 l:1.Be.e!!;'-she-e.i!!;'eesieB-ef-she-eeepe!!;'asive-aea!!;'e.T 

40 2. Deposit or investment. All region funds; including 
reserve funds and trust funds to the extent that the terms of the 

42 instrument or vote creating the fund do not· prohibit, shall must 
be deposited or invested by the treasurer of the cooperative 

44 board under the" direction of the cooperative board according" to 
the ;equirements for the deposit or investment of municipal funds 

46 contained in Title 30-A, section 5706. 

48 3. Expending "money from a reserve fund. The cooperative 
board may expend she.Q, sum in she a reserve fund as-a-~es~±~-e~-~ 

50 !!;'e~l:1.ess if permitted by the conditions of any indebtedness 
secured by the reserve fund and if approved in the region budget 
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whieh-4~~~. A separate article for that purpose must be 
6e~-eH~ included in the region bud~et proposal. 

Sec.34. 20-A MRSA §8601-A is enacted to read: 

§8501 A. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

1. Adult education., "Adult education" has the same meaning 
as in section 1, subsection 1 and also means courses of 
instruction approved in accordance with this chapter in the 
following categories: general adult courses: adult vocational 

,education courses: ,handicapped 'adult courses: high school 
completion course~: ~nd basic literacy courses. 

2. Adult'education'program costs. "Adult education program 
costs" means those costs identified in section 8607-A. 

3. Center. "Center" has' the same meaning as in section 
8301,...A, subsection 3. 

4. Foundation year. "Foundation year" means the fiscal 
year 2 years prior to the fiscal year' in which funds are 
allocated. 

5. MaXimum allowable expenditures. "Maximum allowable 
expenditures" means, for state subsidy purposes, an amount not to 
exceed the sum of funds appropriated through taxation and 
expended in acco~dance with section 8607-A in the foundation 
year, plus the amount of subsidy paid by the State during the 
foundation year. 

5. Municipality. "Municipality" has the same meaning as in 
section 15603, subsection 19. 

7. Parent.' "Parent" means a parent, as defined in section 
1, subsection 20, with legal custody of a minor child. 

8. Region. "Region" has the same meaning as in section 
83'01-A, subsection 6. 

9. Residence. "Residence" means, with reference to a 
person's eligibility to receive adult education, the school 
administrative unit in which is located the legal residence of 
the ,person's parent if the person has not reached 18 years' of 
age, the legal residence of the person after the person reaches 
18 years of age, or the legal residence of the person after the 
person becomes an emancipated minor. . A federal reservation is 
considered part of the school administrative unit in which it is 
located. 
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2 10. Unit. "Unit" means a school administrative unit. 

4 11. Vocationa1 education. "Vocational education" has the 
same meaning as in section 8301-A, subsection 11. 

6 
Sec. 35. 20·A MRSA §§8602 to 8604, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 

8 693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read: 

10' §8602 •. Ru1es 

12 The commissioner shall may adopt a~-amena rules to establish 
f'~a!iJ~am--de-:E-in-:i-t-Wns- requi rements for adul t vaea~iaBal-~r-&e6-r 

14 !iJeBe~al-~~&-~~--hanai€appea--aGQ~~-~-&e6-~-£i~-sehaal 
ealRf'le~iaB-~eaa~ses--aBa--Basie--li~e~aey education courses..t-.1;Q 

16 establish procedures for approving adult education courses 
offered by units and to otherwise carry out the purposes of this 

18 chapter . 

. 20 §8603. Authority to raise, appropriate, receive and expend money 

22 A sehaal-aamiBis~~a~ive unit may: 

24 

26 

1. Fund adu1t education and educationa1 activities. RaiseL 

appropriate, receive and af'f'~af'~ia~~ expend money for ~he-sQPpa~~ 
af adult education elasses and educational activities. ~hese 

elasses Adult education and educational activities shall-~ are 
28 under the direction and supervision of the school board; and 

30 2. Fund tuition costs. Raise, appropriate, receive and 
expend money to eave~--t.ru:! !@Y tui tion eas~s--r-e&Ul-t-i-!l9--:E-FGm--i4:.£ 

32 ~esiaeB~s--at-t-end-ing- charged to any resident of a municipality 
served by the unit who attends an ·adult education eaa~ses-':'in-

34 course offered by another sehaal---adm-i-:&i-s-~:r;.a.~i-¥e- uni"t, if the 
eaa~ses-a~€ adult education course is not offered by the unit af 

36 that serves the person's residence. 

38 §8604. Authority to operate programs not receiving state subsidy 

40 A sehaal-Baa~a unit may make available facilities for adults 
for day and evening educational and recreational activities not 

42 ~eiIRBa~Sea reimbursable by the State. These courses and 
activities may be financed by tuition fees, by funds va~ea made 

44 available by the sehaal-aem-i£-i£4:.~a4:.-i~€ unit, by funds from other 
sources or by a combination of these. 

46 
Sec. 36. 20·A MRSA §8605, as amended by PL 1989, c. 415, §n, 

48 is further amended to read: 

50 §8605. E1igwi1ity 
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1. Genera1 right. A-~e£seR-whe-i£-~~-~~~-~~-~~~ 

aRQ-whe-i£-~-~~~~~~~~~ The fo1iowing persons may 
attend ±eea± adult education courses offered by a unit, region or 
center in accordance with ±eea± that entity's published program 
criteriaT and admission standards: 

A. ~he--eemmissieRet--sha±±--~taR~--eHee~~ieRS--QRQet--~his 

sQBsee~ieR-iR-~~~~i£~-~~~~~~~~~aea~iG&-pte~tams 

a~-~h~-~~-~~~-~e-~-~~ A person who is not yet 17 
years of age who has withdrawn from school under the 
provisions of section 5001-A, subsecti.on 2, paragraph BT--E>£ 

~he-teeemmeRQa~ieRS-e~-~he-sehee±-BeatQTL 

A-1. A person who is 17 years of age or older and who is 
not attending a public school; or 

B~--P£ie£-~e-~~~~~i~~~~~,~~-&e~~-beape-sha±± 
seek---and--~idEH:'---~he--£eeemmeRQ~4:.ieRs---o-t---1::h&--QtepeQ~ 

pteveR~ieR-eemmi~~eeT 

C. S~QQeR~S A secondary school student enrolled in 2 public 
day school pte~tams--may--pat~ieipa~e--iR--aQQ±~--eQQea~ieR 

pte~tams--et--aQQ±~--veea~ieRa±--pte~tams program, if that 
student's attendance at an adult education course is 
designed to supplement the student's regular day school 
program eR--a&--e-~p~ia.&--has-i-s- and if attendance is in 
accordance with rules 'adopted et-ameRQeQ by tlie commissioner. 

Notwithstanding paragraphs A and A-La person who is not yet 18 
years of age may be issued a state high school equivalency 
diploma only in compliance with the requirements established for 
such persons by section 257. 

2. Secondary schoo1 age person count; subsidy; tuition. 
Sehee±-~~-e-~~~-may--e-&E'G-~1--iR-~e.~.J.~-~~~~-e-a-aF-se:& A 
secondary school age person who is not "attending a public school 
and who is enrolled in an adult education course must be treated 
for state subsidy and tuition purposes as follows. 

A. A-~-udent--a~e-~-6--t;.hE'G-~h--2.Q--yea~r Such a" person who 
enrolls in a semester adult eveRiR~-seheeJ education course, 
sha±±--be is counted as .1 of a student for each such 
semester course completed. 

B. The sehee±--a€lmi-ni-s-t.~-at.-i-v-e unit in which such a S~QQeR~ 

person resides sha±± must be reimbursed in accordance with 
chapter 9Qe 606. 

C. If a unit in which a person resides does not offer an 
appteptia~e adult eveRiR~---~ education course 
appropriate for 'such a person, the S~QQeR~ person may enroll 
in a--n-e-~-4-ng--seheeJ---aGfR.j,.lrj,.&~:E'a:~j,.~ an adult education 
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course offered by another unit or private schobl, subject to 
the approval of the sending unit's superintendent. The 
sending unit shall pay tuition tothereceiying ·unit in an 
amount no greater than .1 of the present per student subsidy 
allocation for secondary students in the sending unit. 

Sec. 37. 20-A MRSA §8606-A, .as repealed and replaced by PL 
8 1987, c. 769, Pt. A, §62, is amended to read: .. 

10 §8606-A. Reimbursement procedures 

12 ~w--geiiDi~ieBs7---AB--~Bee--~~-~~~-~~~r--~a±e&&--Ehe 
eeREeHE--~~~~~--~~~r-~Ehe--~e~~ewiR~--~~~-~~--Ehe 

14 EellewiR~-meaRiR~sT 

16 . AT--!!AeQ1E--eGaGa1;.i:&a--p-r-G4F"-am--~-e;.!'..,-.iR£~~4eB--eHpeReiEQtes 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Eet-:salat.ies-aRe-sQPplies-as-iileREiEiee-iB-seeEieB-8991... ' 

BT--!!geQReaEieR-~JL--meaBs-~~-aBe-~~-yeat-~-~--Ee 
I 

Ehe-yeaF-eE-alleeaEieB-eE-EQResT 

GT--!!MaHimam"';'-a~~ew.ahle-..,-eK-pendi~-ur-&&,i' __ ...f'-Gr---&1;.a,1;.e--sQasiey 
PQtpeSesT--means--aR--amOOn.t:--BeE-~-o--eHeeee-~~",,;sQm-~-EQReS 
taisee--1;.h~~h-~~~1;.~-~--eK~-i~--aeeeteaBee--wiEh 
se'eEieR---8-&Q-1-':"~~-Ehe--~~iGn--~.,--P*QS--1;he.-.ame:ant--eE 
saasiey-paie-aY-Ehe-SEaEe-aQtiR~-Ehe-EeQReaEieR-yeatT 

2.. Budget recommendation 0 Prior to December 15th of each 
year, the commissioner shall ptepate---anEI. certify to the 
];,e~islaEQte GovernOr and . to the Bureau of the Budget a 
teeemmeBeaEieR--~er;. the funding level levels for the various 
program categories in adult education for payment in the next 
fiscal year. The commissioner shall include these funding levels 
in ·thedepartment's reguest to the Legislature for appropriations 
from the General· Fund to carry out the purposes of this' chapter. 

:",' 

A. The te~~esEee recommended funding level shall must be 
for the authorized reimbursement rates established in 
section 89g1 8607 -A and. may not exceed the maximwn allowable 
expenditures in the foundation year, adjusted pursuant to 
paragraph C. 

B. A seheel---~~a~&1;.~a,1;.~~ unit shall provide the 
commissioner with information whieh reguested by the 
cQmmissioner shall--:eI3:~-es~ to carry out 'the purpose of this 
chapter aeeeteiR~-~-o--1;.tme-~~~€B-~~-~he-~~~
shall--~~~££. The commissioner may withhold state 
subsidy payment or a portion of the state subsidy payment 
from a seheel-aemiRiB~-:a~i¥eunit wheR if the unit does not 
provide reguested information is..,--H&1;...,-~~~~ to the 
commissioner in compliance with the specified format aBe .L 
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content and }ii~hiB--t.-he--speej,.f.j,.eEl time schedule established 
by the commissioner. 

C. The recommendation in ~his---c-e-r-t.-i-f-i-oat-e---sha±± the 
commissioner's funding level certification must include 
local program cost adjustn)ent to'the ,equivalent of the year 
prior to the year of allpcation. This adjustment' is 
calculated according to the same guidelines established, for 
purposes of chapter 606, by section 15605, subsection 3. 

3. State reimbursement. State reimbursement f,or 
12 ,expenditures on adult education programs ,sha±±--he- is based on 

each aElmiBistFa~ive unit's actual adult education program costs 
14 in the foundation year. 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

A. The state reimbursementsh,a±±-* is based on the unit's 
expenditures for the foundation year in accordance with the 
maximum allowable expenditures and the local program cost 
adjustment as-~R-~-i~~ to the equivalent of the year 
prior to the year of allocation. 

B. State reimbursement sha±± must be paid to each eligible 
sehee±--adm-j,n.HH:-r-at:-~ unit during the 2nd quarter of the 
State's fiscal year. 

26 4. Action by Legislature. The Legislature shall 
appropriate the necessary funds to meet the s~a~e State's 

28 obligation for reimbursement of adul,t education program costs as 
ae~iBeaprovided in sQaSee~ieBs-±-aBa-6 this section. 

30 . ' 

ltv - - Rlllle-maiillll}-~-i-t.y.. - -.!Ihe- -eGflIIlI-.i-&s-i-Gne-r-- sha ± ±:- -hcw'.e--1;he-
32 aQ~heFi~y--t.~-~~~~~~FQJes--t.~-aElmj,.aj,.s~ep-~£~£-~~r--Ypen 

~he--&~~~~~-~-e--~--~his--~p&~~si&~r--t.-he--£~mmi££~~e£--sha±± 

34 ae§'iB-~e-~~~~a~.e-~~~~~~-e--~-&he-ma*j,.mQffi-a±±ewaa±e 
eHpeBai~QFes--f~--~he-~~~~~--~nda~i&~-yeaF-~~-e-~-Fe~±ee~ 

36 ~he-~e~a±~ees~s-e~-aaQ±~-eaQea~ieB-~eF-~ha~-yeaFT' 

386. State administration. The commissioner shall add ,to the 
aQa§'e~-~~ funding level certification an amount sufficient 

40 to provide for the administration of this section. 

42 

44 

46 

48 

Sec. 38. 20·A MRSA §8607.A, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 496, 
§4, is amended to r~ad: 

§8607-A. Reimbursement rates 

Reimbursement rates sha±±-ae are as follows. 

1. Administrative costs. Sehee±-aem4R4s~£a~4¥e-~-t.~~~~ 

50 ae Units are reimbursed 70% of the administrative costs for 
eveBiB§'--and--aay--&<Jho.o-~-e±asses adult education and educational 

52 activities for adults in the year following the eX'penditure for 
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those costs. Administrative costs shall include administrative, 
supervisory and clerical salaries, the costs of maintaining and 
operating citizens' advisory committees, administrative fringe 
benefits as required for salaried positions and administrative 
travel to state meetings related to~he--~~--~~--~he 

aElmiRis~ra~ive"-.f'QR€-t.4eR administering adult education courses and 
educational activities. 

2. Adult vocational education courses • Adult vocational 
10 education courses sha±±--be- offered in compliance with section 

8610 are reimbursed at the rate of 75'lo of the cost' of required 
12 instructional salaries and fringe benefits re4!1:i:irea for sa±ar:iea 

ees~s those courses and 50'lo of the cost of consumable supplies 
14 and textbooks used in those courses. 

16 3. Handicapped aduIt' courses. Handicapped adult courses 
shall-:"he- are reimbursed at the rate of 75% of the cost of 

18 required instructional salaries and fri~ge benefits> re4!1:i:i:rea for 
sa±aF:i:ea--oe-s-t.-s those courses and 50% of the cost of consumable 

20 supplies and textbooks used in those courses. 

22 4. High school completion courses. High school completion 
courses shall-se ~ reimbursed at the tate o.f 75'lo of the cost of 

24 required instructional salaries and fring-e benefits re4!1:iirea for 
sa±ariea--oe-s-t.-s those courses and 50'lo of the cost of consumable 

26 supplies and textbooks used in those courses. 

28 

30 

5. Basic literacy courses. Basic literacy courses shall-se 
are reimbursed at the rate of 75% of the cost of required 
instructional salaries and fringe benefits re~1:ii~ea for salar:iea 
ees~s those courses and50'lo of the cost of consumable supplies 

32 and textbooks used in those courses. 

34 6. 'General aduI't courses. Courses provided for the general 
public in vocational, leisure and life skill programs shall--be 

36 are reimbursed at the rate of 50% of the cost of required 
instructional salaries and fringe benefits re4!~:i:Fea for salaF:i:ea 

38 ees~s those courses. 

40 7. Other administrative costs. Other administrative costs, 
including program promotion and related publicity, mailing and 

42 postage and telephone expenses '-re±a~ea--t-Q--p,Fe'9,Fam--de¥e-~r 
f'reHle~ieR--and--impl-eme-&1;a1;*& for courses and programs described 

44 in subsections 2 to 6, shal±-se are reimbursed at the rate of 50'lo 
of these costs. 

46 
Sec. 39. 20·A MRSA §8608, as am,ended by PL 1983, c. 806, §71, 

48 is further amended to read: 

50 §8608. Teacher education reimbursement 
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The commissioner shall add to the commissioner's sQa~e~ 

2 ~e~Qes~ funding level certification a sum not to exceed 5% of the 
sum recommended in the certification for reimbursement to sehee± 

4 aam4Bis~~a~ive units for preservice and in-service education 
activities for teachers iB of adult education. 

6 
Sec. 40. 20-A MRSA §8609, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 

8 and 8, is amended to read: 

10 §8609. Fees for adult education 

12 Fees for adult education sha±±-se are as follows. 

14 1. Registration fee. A sehee±--a&n-in-i-s-t.-r-at-We- unit, with 
the approval of the commissioner, shall establish a registration 

16 fee schedule for adult education courses and determine the use of 
those registration fees. 

18 
2. Materials fee. A sehee±-a-Elm-i·f1 .. :i.-s-t.·HI.-t.-i"'V-e unit may charge 

20 a S~QaeB~ person attending a an adult education course a fee to 
cover the ae~Qa± cost of materials used in such a course. 

22 
Sec. 41. 20-A MRSA §8610, as amended by PL 1983, c. 806, §72, 

24 is further amended to read: 

26 §8610. Adult vocational education authority 

28 Adult vocational education F~e~~aHls courseS may be offered 
under the following provisions. 

30 
1. Basic authority. A veea~ieBa± region e~-~~l-.L 

32 center or affiliated unit may offer adult vocational education 
programs or courses .within i~s the geographic area served by the 

34 . region, center or affiliated unit pursuant to section 8306-A. 
Any adult vocational education program' or course offered by a 

36 region, center or affiliated unit must be open to any person who 
meets the eligibility criteria of section 8605. Priority to 

38 enroll in such programs or courses must be given to residents of 
municipalities served by the region, center or affiliated unit. 

40 
2. Request by unit for program approval. A sehee± 

42 aamiBis~~a~ive unit iB served by a veea~ieBa± region or a--un-i-t 
se~vea--By--a--"'V~~-i~ center may maHe--a request ~e the 

44 cooperative board of the veea~ieBa± region or the governing body 
of the veea~ieBa± center ~ha~ to permit adult vocational 

46 education courses to be offered iB ~. that sehee±-.a€lm-iTl-i-s-t.~a-t.-i¥-e 

unit. 
48 

3. Board approval. The cooperative board of ~he-ve€a~4eBal 
50 .e region or the governing body of ~he-~-:i.-ona-l .e center may 

aFF~eve permit a unit served by the center or region to offer 

'J 
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2 
adult vocational education courses 
aemiBisstasive-~Bis. 

iB--she-:"'te.~~essiB§--seheel 

4 4. Adequate funding.' The offering of any adult vocational 
education ee1:itses--sh&.I...;J,.--ee course by a uni tis dependent upon 

6 seheel--aami-:ai-s-s-F-as-i-ve---u-n-i-1=-s- the unit appropr iating sufficient 
funds to pay for the ee~tses course. 

8 
5. Persons entitled to attend. Aa~ls Any adult vocational 

10 education ee~tsescourse offered iB Qy a seheel--adm,i-n-i-s-t-r-at.-i-'J€
unit shall must be open to any aa~ls person who Beeas-~e~~~i£i£~ 

12 . et-~p§~~£i£~ meets the eligibility criteria of section 8605. If 
space is limited, priority shall to enroll in such a course must 

IIJ: be given to she residents of municipalities served by the unit 
eEEetiB§-she-Fte§taffi. 

16 
6. State reimbursement. State reimbursement shall must be 

18 made to a seheel--aEl!nim-s-t..£'-a-t..,i"",-e unit in accordance with section 
8997 8607-A. If she ,g request by a unit to eFetase offer a 

20 reimbursable adult vocational education course is disapproved by 
the cooperative board of the veeasieBal region or' ey the 

22 governing body of the veeasieBal center serving the unit, the 
seheel---adffi..in-i-&t,.r-at:-We- unit may appeal to the commissioner for 

24 authority to offer the course. The commissioner's decision on 
such an appeal is final aBa-eiBaiB§. 

26 
Sec. 42. 20·A MRSA §8611, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 

28 and 8, is amended to read: 

30 §8611. Transportation 

32 A seheel--aEl!nim-s~.£'-a-t..,i"",-e unit may provide transportation for 
. adults .to and from adult education Fte§taffis courses. 

34 

36 STATEMENT OF FACT 

38 This bill is a general recodification of the laws relating . . 
to adult and .secondary vocational education administered under 

40 the jurisdiction of the Department of Education and the State 
Board of Education. 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

The bill provides a technical correction clarifying that a 
person .who is. 17 years of age may be issued a state high school 
equivalency diploma only with the approval of the Commissioner of 
Education and the person's local superintendent of schools. 

This bill eliminates numerous errors, ambiguities, undefined 
terms, inconsistent ferms, voids and references to repealed laws 
from the current versions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
20-A,chapters 313 and 315. This bill also: 
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1. Clarifies eligibility requirements for adult and 
secondary vocational education; 

2. Clarifies the planning and program approval process for 
adult and secondary vocational education; 

3. Clarifies the procedures for reorganizing vocational 
regions and vocational centers; 

4. Clarifies and updates the financial procedures for adult 
and secondary vocational education; and 

5. Clarifies administrative and budgetary provisions for 
vocational regions, centers and satellite programs. 

This bill also permits the current system of vocational 
regions and vocational centers to offer, subject to the approval 
of the Commissioner of Education, a broader range of courses and 
educational activities to vocational students similar to those 
offered by so-called comprehensive vocational high schools. 
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