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115th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION=1991 

Legislative Document No. 1555 

H.P.1066 House of Representatives, April 16, 1991 

Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed. 

&fC?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative MITCHELL of Freeport. 
Cosponsored by Senator CLARK of Cumberland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

. IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
I'ilNETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Establish Title fur Snowmobiles and All-terrain Vehicles. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7824, sub-§11 is enacted to read: 
4 

11. Cooperation with Secreta:r:y of State. The commissioner 
6 shall work in cooperation with the Secretary of State in 

coordinating matters relating to snowmobile titling and 
8 snowmobile registration and shall provide to the Secretary of 

State all information relating to snowmobile registrations that 
10 the Secretary of State requires under Title 29, chapter 21. 

12 Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7825, sub-§6 is enacted to read: 

14 6. Cooperation with Secreta:r:y of State. The commissioner 
shall work in cooperation with the Secretary of State in 

16 coordinating matters relating to snowmobile titling and dealer 
registration and licensing and shall provide to the Secretary of 

18 State all information relating to dealer registration and 
licensing that the Secretary of State requires under Title 29, 

20 chapter 21. 

22 Sec. 3.12 MRS A §7854, sub-§12 is enacted to read: 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

12. Cooperation with Secreta:r:y of State. The commissioner 
shall work in cooperation with the Secretary of State in 
coordinating matters relating to ATV titling and ATV registration 
and shall provide to the Secretary of State all information 
relating to ATV registrations that the Secretary of State 
requires under Title 29, chapter 21. 

Sec. 4.12 MRSA §7855, sub-§7 is enacted to read: 

7. Cooperation with Secretary of State. The commissioner 
34 shall work in cooperation with the Secretary of State in 

coordinating matters relating to ATV titling and dealer 
36 registration and licensing and shall provide to the Secretary of 

State all information relating to dealer registrations' and 
38 licensing that the Secretary of State requires under Title 29, 

chapter 21. 
40 

Sec. 5. 29 MRS A §1, sub-§7, as amended by PL 1989, c. 243, is 
42 further amended to read: 

44 . 7. Motor vehicle.. "Motor vehicle" means any self-propelled 
vehicle not operated exclusively on tracks~ but not including 

46 snowmobiles as defined in Title 12, section 7821, and all-terrain 
vehicles as defined in Title 12, section 7851, unless the 

48 all-terrain vehicle is registered for highway use by the 
Secretary of State under this Title. Notwithstanding any other 

50 p'rovision of law, whenever an all-terrain vehicle is operated on 
a way as' defined in seetien--1T subsection 21, then that 
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all-terrain vehicle sha±±-be is subject to all prov~s~ons of this 
Title, except chapters 5, 7, 9, :n: T 23 and 25, and chapter 22, 
sections 2502 Bh~eQ~h to 2525. 

Sec. 6. 29 MRSA §2351, sub-§I, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1983, c. 314, §1, is amended to read: 

1. Dealer. "Dealer" means every person engaged in the 
business of buying, sel,ling, exchanging, offering to negotiate, 
negotiating or advertising'the sale of a vehicle who has an 
established place of business for those purposes in this State 
and to whom a current dealer license has been issued by the 
Secretary of State or the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife. 

Sec. 7. 29 MRSA §2351, sub-§l-A, as amended by PL 1987, c. 
485, §2, is further amended to read: 

I-A. Component part. "Component part" means any of the 
following parts of a vehicle: Engine or motor; transmission; 
chassis, frame or equivalent part; door; hood; tailgate, deck lid 
or hatchback; and quarter panel and fender. Motorcycle component 
Fa~Bs--sha±± part also iBe±Qae includes the front fork and 
crankcase and, in the case of a truck, Bhey-shaJJ component part 
also iBe±Qae includes the cargo bed, transfer case and sleeper. 
Snowmobile and all-terrain vehicle component parts include any 
parts on which a manufacturer has placed a vehicle 
identification, serial or other similarly distinctive number. 

Sec. 8. 29 MRSA §2351, sub-§l-C is enacted to read: 

I-C. All-terrain vehicle. "All-terrain vehicle" has the, 
same meaning as set out in Title 12, section 7851. 

Sec. 9. 29 MRS A §2351, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1987, c. 485, 
§4, is further amended to read: 

2. Identification number. "Identification number" means the 
vehicle identification number and any other numbers and letters, 
if any, on a vehicle designated by a manufacturer e~L the 
Secretary of State, the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife or other equivalent authority in another state for the 
purpose of identifying the vehicle. 

Sec. 10. 29 MRS A §2351, sub-§8-A is enacted to read: 

B-A. Snmnnobile. "Snowmobile" has the same meaning as set 
out in Title 12, section 7821. 

Sec. 11. 29 MRSA §2351, sub-§10, as amended by PL 1983, c. 
476, §2, is further amended to read: 
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10. Vehicle. "Vehicle" means a--'l.'e-hi-el-er---a-s---de-f-ined---i-n
see~iea--],.r-~~ all conveyances on ways for persons' and for 
property, including special equipment, except those propelled or 
drawn by human power or used exclusively on tracks. Unless 
otherwise indicated, "vehicle" also includes all-terrain vehicles 
as defined in Title 12, section 7851 and snowmobiles as defined 
in Title 12, section 7821. "Vehicle" also includes the body or 
chassis of any vehicle that is to be dismantled, destroyed, 
scrapped or rebuilt. 

12 Sec. 12. 29 MRSA§2352, sub-§l, ~A, as amended by PL 1989, c. 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

481, Pt. A, §29, is further amended to read: 

A. $10: 

(1) For a certificate of ~earch of the records of the 
Me~er--¥~~~~ Division of Motor Vehicles > or the 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife for each 
name or identification number searched against:; and 

(2) For a certificate of title issued pursuant to 
section 2364; 

Sec. 13. 29 MRSA §2352, sub-§l, 1JE, as amended by PL> 1987, c. 
26 229, §2, is further amended to read: 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

E. Vehicle dealers licensed 'pursuant to this Title or 
pursuant to Title 12 sha±± may not charge, for titling 
purposes, fees in excess of those described in this section. 

All other fees charged for document processing sha±± must be 
disclosed to any purchaser prior to' the final sale of any 
vehicle and sha.±± must be clearly posted on any vehicle to 
which the charge applies. 

Failure tp comply with this subsection is a Class E crime. 

Sec. 14. 29 MRSA §2353, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1973, c. 586, 
40 §l is amended to read: 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

1. Duties. The Secretary of State shall prescribe and 
provide suitable forms of applications, certificates of title, 
notices of security interests and all other notices and forms 
necessary to carry out this chapter. The Secretary of State 
shall work cooperatively with the Commissioner of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife in coordinating all matters relating to 
titling and registration of snowmobiles and all terrain vehicles 
and registration and licensing of dealers of snowmobiles and 
all-terrain vehicles. 
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Sec. 15. 29 MRSA §2362, sub-§13, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 
456, Pt. A, §99 is amended to read: 

130 Certain automobiles and commercial vehicles. 
Automobiles and all over-the-road commercial vehicles that are 
·more than 10 years old and snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles 
that are more than 7 years old. 

Sec. 16. 29 MRS A §2362, sub-§16 is enacted to read: 

16. Snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles. Snowmobiles and 
all-terrain vehicles of 1991 model year or older. 

Sec. 17. 29 MRSA §2363, first <ff, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 586, 
§1, is amended to read: 

Except as provided in section 2362, this chapter saa**-app±y 
applies to all vehicles at the time of first registration or when 
a change of registration is required under section 152 or Title 
12, section 7824 or 7854 by reason of a sale for consideration, 
except for snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles of 1991 model 
year or older, and except for all other vehicles of 1974 model 
year or older. 

Sec. 18. 29~SA §2377,sub-§1, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1987, c. 485, §12, is amended to read: 

1. Assignment of ownership. When a vehicleT-~~~~-iB 
seeEieB-~7-~~~~r is declared, by reason of condition or 
circumstance, a salvage vehicle, as defined by this chapter, by 
an insurer or owner, the insurance company or its authorized 
agent or, if uninsured, the owner shall endorse the assignment of 
ownership on the certificate of title or certificate of salvage 
and surrender it to the buyer of the salvage vehicle. The salvage 
vehicle may not again be titled or registered for operation on 
the highways of this State, unless there is compliance with 
subsection 3. 

Sec. 19. 29 MRS A §2402, sub~§4, 1{B, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 
685, §7, is amended to read: 

B. Registration plates Qr 

removed from the vehicle, 
State is surrendered and 
another jurisdiction. 

numbers issued by this State are 
the registration issued by this 
the vehicle is reregistered in 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill establishes a program for titling snowmobiles and 
all-terrain vehicles of model year 1992 or later. This program 
will be administered by the Secretary of State. 
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