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L.D. 1343

(Filing No. S- 294)

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '"A " to S5.P. 505, L.D. 1343, Bill, "An
Act Related to the Board of Licensure for Substance Abuse

Counselors"

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting
the following:

'An Act Relating to the State Board of Substance Abuse Counselors’

Further amend the bill by inserting. after the enacting
clause and before section 1 the following:

'Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §§7208 and 7209 are enacted to read:

§7208. Service provider report

A__community-based service provider shall provide to the

State Board of Substance Abuse Counselors by January 31st of each

year a listing of the number of clients to whom treatment was
provided in the last yvear, the total elapsed time between the

first and last visits of each client, the total number of times
each client was seen, the number of clients seen during the year

who at the end of that vear are still in treatment by that

provider and the number of clients who have completed treatment.

The department shall make provider war f the requirement for

filing this report.
Each year by January 31st the department shall provide to

the State Boar f n e unselor i f certified

individual providers.
§7209. Client complaints

At _the time a client is referred for treatment, the person

making the referral shall inform the client that any complaints
concerning a community-based service provider may be made to the

State Board of Substance Abuse Counselors and shall provide an

address for the board.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "#\" to S.P. 505, L.D. 1343

At the first meeting with a cllent the cgmmgnlgy—bage

ervice provider treatin he clien hall inform he lien h
an mplaints concernin he provider m ad he
Boar £ stan n rs.'

Further amend the bill in section 18 in subsection 7 in the
3rd and 4th lines (page 6, lines 33 and 34 in L.D.) and in the
6th and 7th lines (page 6, lines 37 and 38 in L.D.) and in the
llth 1line (page 6, line 42 in L.D.) by striking out the
following: ". certification" : '

Further amend the bill in section 19 in the first line (page
7, line 1 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "10" and

inserting in its place the following: 'I1°*

Further amend the bill in section 19 by addlng at the end
the following: :

'11. Service provider reports. The board shall keep on

file for 2 ars th rvice provider reports furnish nder
Title 22 ection 7208. Th oar hall u he 1lis upplied b
the Department of Human rvices under that ction n_ai

en hat 11 rovider file th r rts reguir b tha
section an hat r r re ur Th oard ma ak
disciplinary action under ha \'4 for failur 0 provid
the reguired reports and - for 'in;englonal inaccuracies in the
reported information. The oar hall make a statistical

compilation of these individual reports he end of each vear.'

Further amend the bill in section 22 in that part designated
"§6214-A." by striking out all of subsections 1 and 2 and
inserting in their place the following:

'l. Licensed substance abuse counselor. The board shall
issue a license to ' practice -as licensed substance' abuse
eeunseling counselor upon the afflrmatlve vote of at least 5 6
members of the board to any applicant who has satisfactorily met
the following minimal requirements:

A. Met'theieligibility requirements set ‘forth in section
6213 ;. .

B. Obtained a passing grade, as established by the board,
on amy the written and oral examinations the board may
preseribe has prescribed by its rules;

E~-~Cempleted- 39—{xmm§#xﬁh4unxﬁs~9f—ee}lege—level—eeapse—wepk

in--appropriate--seeial--soience -fields- {HP—&ES 453HAH£HHH}—&H

apprepriate-substance-abuse- tsaanang; and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT W4" to S.P. 505, L.D. 1343

C-1. Obtained at least an .associate's degree in__an

appropriate social science field from an accredited
institution or program approved by the board with a
ncentration of r work in 2 re functi

defined by rule of the board:

Dr-—%EH}—aEY—eth€¥—4HﬁAHHHH}-EhE-&KEH@Pﬂh&?—ﬁfes€€ibe;43F—iES
‘rules~

Completed a2 minimum_of 4,000 supervised direct client
service hours in the 12 ggre functions nglned by rule of

e r Thi work rien in n
rvi ivi in 1 in volun r work or student

placement, that relates to the core functions described in

he board's licensin xamination;

E. _Provided documentation of experience with a wide range
of clients, in a wide range of treatment settings while

working independentl

2, Associate substance abuse -counselor. The board may

issue a eertificate--of--registratien license to practice as an
associate substance abuse counselor upon the affirmative vote of
B .6 members of the board to any appllcant who has met the

following minimal requirements:

A. Met the eligibility requirements set forth in section
6213;

B. Obtained a passing grade s_established he board
on the written exam ard-a-previsienally-passing grade -on-the
erai- exam,—as—estab&af#wﬁk&5L4Qm>4uﬁnai4£m§ prescribed by its

rules; and

C+~-Met--any-other--criteria -the-board -may-preseribe--by-its

Fulesy
~1. Compl 0 k_hour f education in ropriate
social science flg_gs or its eguivalent i appropriate
gggggange abuse training, with at least 50% of the e gggglgn
in llege level T rel h 12 re fun n
efined by rule of th rd:
D. Completed 4,000 supervised direct c¢lient §§rv1ge hours
in the 12 re function fin rule of the . Thi
work experience m e ined in an upervised activi

including volunteer work or student placement, that relates
to_the core functions: and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "‘A " to S.P.- 505, L.D. 1343

E. Provi o) n ion of rien in -sub nce us

Further amend the bill in section 25 by striking out all of

that part designated "§6215." and inserting in its place the
following: :

'8£6215. Application; membership fees

Application for registration as a registered substance abuse

counselor, licensure as a licensed substance abuse counselor or-

certification as an associate substance abuse counselor must be
on forms prescribed and furnished by the board. - Application and
examination fees may be established by the board in amounts that
are reasonable and necessary for their respective purposes. A
biennial---registration --fee--for---registered---substance---abuse

. eeunceleorc~must--be--established-by- the--beard -in-an--amount-not-te
. exceed-$50-biennially.--A-biennial-registration-fee -for-licensed

substanee——4ﬂxaa}——fmﬁaxﬁgfkwk——ané——4gayyyhya}—-subs%aaee—~-abuse
eounselers-mMusi-be —established-by--the- -beard —in-an--smount--aot-to

ereeed--$300~ Successful - applicants shall pay biennial feeg of

$75 for registration, $100 for licensure as an associate

nce us unselor an 150 for licensur s nce
abuse counselor. The payment of fees 1is suspended during the
term of inactive status.' , ,

Further amend the bill in section 30 in that part designated
"§6218." in the first paragraph in the 6th line (page 12, line 1

in L.D.) by striking out the following: "licengse. registration or -

certification" and inserting in its place the following: 'license
or registration'’

Further amend the bill in section 31 in that part designated
*§6219." by striking out the 3rd sentence (page 12, lines 20 to

24 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the following: 'A fee for -

renewal of license or certificate of registration is $100 $150

biennially for 1licensing, $100 biennially., for licensure as an
associate substance abuse counselor and $B0 $75 biennially for

_registration, due and payable on or before the expiration date.’

Further amend the bill by inserting after section 32 the
following: . -

‘Sec. 33. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from
Other Special Revenue funds to carry out the purposes of this Act.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 74 " to S.P. 505, L.D. 1343

1991-92 1992-93
PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL

REGULATION,
DEPARTMENT OF

‘ 'State Board of Substance Abuse

Counselors

All Qther $10,500 $7.500

Provides funds for postage
and printing costs associated
with rulemaking and for
evaluator services.'

Further amend the bill by renumbering the sections to read

consecutively.

Further amend the bill by inserting before the statement of
fact the following:

"FISCAL NOTE

» 1991-92 1992-93
APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
Other Funds $10,500 $7.500
REVENUES | o
Other Funds $10,500 ~ $10,500

. This bill requires the State Board of Substance Abuse
Counselors to adopt a-code of ethics and develop a plan to
upgrade the educational requirements for licensure as a substance
abuse counselor. Allocations of Other Special Revenue funds of
$10,500 in fiscal year 1991-92 and $7,500 in fiscal year 1992-093
to the State Board of Substance Abuse Counselors are required for
the postage and printing costs related to rulemaking and planning
and for evaluator servicegy The bill also increases licensure
fees which will generate an additional $10,500 in dedicated
revenues to the board annually beginning in fiscal year 1991-92.

The costs associated with notifying community-based service
providers of the reporting requirement and providing a 1list of
certified individual providers to the board will be absorbed
within the budgeted resources of the Driver Education Evaluatign
Program within the Department of Human Services.'
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "%1" to S.P. 505, L.D. 1343

2 STATEMENT OF FACT

4 The original bill makes a number of changes in the law:
regulating substance abuse counselors. This amendment adds a

6 requirement that substance abuse counselors who are service

- providers wunder the Driver Education "Evaluation Program must

8 report annually to the State Board of Substance Abuse Counselors
concerning the number of clients they have treated and have

10 currently under treatment. The amendment corrects a technical
error in which the desired amendments to the gqualifications for

12 licensed and associate substance abuse counselors were placed in
each other's sections. It also'requires associate counselors be

14 licensed rather than certified. The amendment changes the
licensing and registration fees from $250 in the original bill to

16. $150. The current fee is $100.

18 This amendment also adds an allocation section and a fiscal

‘ note to the bill. , '
20 ' '

Reported by Senator Baldacci for the Committee on Business
Legislation. Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to Senate
Rule 12.

(6/4/91) (Filing No. S-294)
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