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L.D. 1152

(Filing No. S-304)

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT w A to S.P, 431, L.D. 1152, Bill, "An
Act to Provide Educational Choice"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

'Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA ¢. 214 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 214

OPTI

5301. Enrollment option rogram

1. Establishment. An enrollment options program is

lish nable an nt residing in the e ten
a school in a school administrative uni in which the student

does not reside, subiject to the limitations in this chapter.

2. Closed units. A_ school board may determine that
nonresident students may not attend any schools within that
school board's administrative unit according to this chapter.

3. uden lication pr ures. In order that a student
ma n hool i n i uni ! en
or guardian must submit an application to the nonregident unit.
Before submitting an application, the student and_ the student's
parent or guardian must meef with a school guidance counselor, or
other appropriate staff membher emploved by the unit the student
is currently attending. to discuss the student's academic or

her r n $o 1vi i non i h

student's application must identify the reason for enrolling in
the nonresident unit. The parent or guardian of a student must
submit an applicatio by January 1st for initial enrollment
beginning the following school year. The application must be on
a form provided by the Department of Education. A particular

school m e reguested b he rent. n enroll in
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "';" to S.pP. 431, L.D. 1152

nonr nt  uni h student m remain nrolle nd is not
requir d ubmit annual or riodi lications. To return to
the regident unit or to transfer to a different nonresident unit,
the parent or guardian of the student must provide notice to the

resident unit or apply to a different nonresident unit by January
1st for enrollment beginning the followin h r.

4. Nonresident uni cedures. A unit that does not
xclude nonresident ‘studen nder subsection 2 shall notify the
aren or rdian__wh has mitted n lication under

subsection 3 in writing by February 1st whether the application

has been accepted or rejected. If an application is rejected, -

the unit shall state in the notification the reason for

‘rejection. If the application is accepted, the parent or

quardian shall notify the nonresident unit by February 15th if
the student intends to enroll in the nonresident unit. Notice of
intent to enroll in the nonregident unit obligates the student to
attend the nonresident unit during the  following school year
unless e chool ard £ h iden nd the nonresident
units agree in writing to allow the student to transfer back to
the resident unit or the .student's parents or guardians c¢hange

residence to another wunit. If a parent or guardian does not
notify the non gsldeng unit, the student may not enroll in that
nonresident ni ri ollowin hool ar nless h
school bhoards of the resident an g ggg;egldent units agree
otherwise. The nonresident unit shall notify the residen nit

Mar h f the nt's inten 11 in the nonresident

nit, he same procedur § am:lv to a student who applies to

ransfer from ne rti n n ni another -

rticipating nonresiden nit.

5. Basis for decisions. Each school board shall adopt

specific ndards for n nd _rejection of application

Standards include the capacity of a program, class, grade level -
or school building. Standards do not include previous academic

chievemen hleti r her extracurri r abilit n
hysical or mental handi roficiency in the English language
r previous disciplinar in
Haiver o adlin otwi h ndin ection 3, upon
agreemen £ residen n n iden hool uni a student
m mi n 13 ion onresiden i fter 1
for en lmen inni he following school year The udent
nt' ren ian i iden nd th
nit attendance must observe in a prompt and efficient manner
ghg gpgligg;ign and notice procedures in subsections 3 and 4,
X th h 13 ion and noti line no ly.
7. Previous enrollment. Any s nt _enrclled on January 1
1991 in hool administrativ nit in which the s nt w not
a__resident may continue enrollment in that wunit without
application.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/" to S.P. 431, L.D. 1152

Information. A uni hat does not exclude nonresiden
s en under bsection 2 hall make information about the
uni i h T ici n c r vailable t

all interested persons.
§5302. Graduation credits
A nonresident unit shall accept graduation credits awarded
a

another unit. The nonresident unit shall award diploma t
nonresident st nt_ if the udent mee that unit's graduation

requirements.

§5303. Transportation
If requested by the parent of a student, the nonregident

.unit shall provide transportation within the unit.

The regident unit is not required to provide or pay for

transportation between the student's residen nd the rder of
the nonresident unit. A parent may bhe reimbursed he
nonresident unit for the costs of transportation from the

udent's residence rder of nonresiden nit if
student is from a family whose income is at or below the poverty
level determined he Federal er nt.

s £ h non ident uni incur in rovidin
rans ation under thi ection ranspor ion
eratin s _under the h inance A £ 1985 hapter 606

§53Q4. Education aid
Th ffect of sendin n en hool in another
ni r receivin udent from another uni n_sta edu ion
aid i verned the School Finance A £1 r 606.
05. issioner's r ibiliti
h mmissioner i r nsible for rdinatin he
implemen ion this chapter. ecifi : i £ h
mmissioner incl n imit :

under ;hlg chapter an Lp g__mm@_wwm

in mplian with th n
2. Forms . Developi n i i in ication nd
her forms necessary for compliance with thi h r:
Funding formula. rdinatin he di i ion of
fun hr h the hool Finan A of 1 h r T
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT W/ " to §.P. 431, L.D. 1152

students exercising their enrollment option under this chapter;
and

4. Rules. _Adopting rules in accordance with the Maine
Administrative Procedure Act necessary to implement this
chapter. These rules must include but are not limited to rules
that prescribe the procedures to be . followed by school

administrativ ni an hool s _in vidin nrollmen
options and procedures for families and students exercising the

‘enrollmen ion rovi hi h r.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §15608, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1983, c..
859, Pt. G, §§2 and 4, is amended to read:

1. Operating cost allocation. The maximum operating cost
allocation shalil-be is the total of:

* A. The product determined by multiplying the sum_ of the
average number of resident pupils in kindergarten and grades
.one to 8 in the unit on 2April 1st and October 1lst of the
calendar year immediately prior to the year of allocation,

escluding plus the number of nonresiden lementar upils
for enrollmen h ni nder ch r 214, le

the number of the unit's elementary pupils accepted for

enrollment by other wunits under chapter 214, less special

~education tuition pupils, by the elementary foundation per
_pupil operating rate as established in section 15607; and

B. The product determined by multiplying the sum of the
average number of resident pupils in grades 9 to 12 in the
unit on April 1st and October 1st of the calendar year
immediately prior to the year of allocation, exeludirg plus

the number of nonresident secondary pupils accepted for
llmen h i r ch 214, 1 r of
h nit's conda ils a d for enrollmen other

units under chapter 214, less special education tuition

pupils, by the secondary foundation per pupil operating rate
as established in section 15607.

Sec. 3. Pilot projects. The Commissioner of Education shall
establish pilot projects to test and evaluate implementation of
this Act. School administrative units wishing to participate in
public school choice pilot projects shall submit applications to
the commissioner. Upon approval of an application by the
commissioner, the provisions of this Act apply to participating
units, except that: ’

1. For school subsidy purposes, funding of students
choosing to attend school in a nonresident unit must be as is
currently provided for students attending another school unit
under a superintendent's agreement; and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f}" to S.P. 431, L.D. 1152

2. The transportation costs of a student choosing to attend
school are the responsibility of the parent or guardian of that
student.

The commissioner shall prescribe by rule the number of pilot
projects to be developed, the application procedures and the
criteria for approval of applications to participate in the pilot
projects.

, The commissioner shall evaluate the results of the public
school choice pilot projects and report findings and
recommendations to the joint standing committee of the
legislature having jurisdiction over educational matters and to
the Executive Director of the Legislative Council by December 1,
1993. The report must include any recommendations for
legislative action. '

Sec. 4. Effective date. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act take
effect on July 1, 1994.

FISCAL NOTE

This amendment establishes a public school open enrollment
program, effective in fiscal year 1994-95, which will allow
students to attend the school of their choosing within minor
limitations. The Department of Education, Curriculum Division,
will be responsible for providing information and technical
assistance to school units, developing and distributing forms,
coordinating distribution of funds through the School Finance Act
and promulgating rules. The department will absorb the costs
associated with these activities, with the exception that, if a
significant number of school administrative units choose to
participate in this program, General Fund appropriations will be
regquired to adequately monitor the participants.

The amendment also requires the Department of Education to
establish pilot projects to test and evaluate implementation of
the open enrollment program, and report the findings and
recommendations to the Legislature. The costs associated with
establishing and monitoring the pilot programs and the report
process can be absorbed within current budgeted resources of the
Department of Education.

This amendment may increase transportation and clerical
costs for 1local school units, the amount of which can not be
determined at this time. Under the school mandate laws, General
Fund appropriations to the Department of - Education would be
required to reimburse school administrative wunits for these

costs.'

Page 5-LR0814(2)



10
12

14

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 431, L.D. 1152

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment replaces the original bill which established
a - broad . school voucher program. The amendment establishes a
public school open enrollment program to be administered by the
Commissioner of Education. The choice programs will go into
effect statewide on July 1, 1994. In the meantime, this
amendment establishes pilot projects to be set up by the
commissioner to test and evaluate the operation of the public
school choice program. The commissioner is to report findings
and recommendations to the Legislature by December 1, 1993. '

Reported by the Minority for the Committee on Education.
Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to SEnate Rule 12.
(6/5/91) (Filing No. S-304)

Page 6-LR0814(2)





