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115th MAl E LEG·ISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSIONc.1991 

Legislative Docmnellllt No. 1147 

ap.801 House of Representatives, March 18, 1991 

Submitted by the Department of Human Services pUrsuant to Joint Rille 24. 
Refererice to the Committee on Human Resources suggested and ordered printed. ' 

:&fC?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative DUPLESSIS of Old Town. 
Cosponsored by Senator CONLEY of Cumberland and Senator LUDWIG of Aroostook. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR bF OUR LOR]) 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Change the Title of the Office of Dental Health. 
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Be it enaded! by the People of the State of M;line as fQnows~ 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §2092, sub-§4, as enacted by P&SL 1975, C. 90, 
§A, §l, ~s amended to read; 

6 ~. Direct;.o!L. "Dirl'lctQr" ITll;laI,l,I? th~· pirector, Q~;I;:i;ee 

~iv~sion of Dentgl Health. 
~ 

Sec. 2. 22 MRS,A §2093, a.e; e:r;tgc ted by P &St. 1975, c . 90, §A, 
~Q §l, is ~ended to ~ead: 

l,~ §;Z093. State agenci~~ t;.p c:;poi?era't,~ 

J.4 State 1'!.ge;ncie!1l :?l1al:J, 099]?l'lrate f.)'uHy witll, tl:l,1;l eU:i;ee 
division gnd eouncil in carr:ying out thil'l chapter. The e;l;;I;:i;ee 

16 division and council are authorizeli t,o ~equest. I?uch personnel, 
financial pssistance, t'acil,,i,ties ano data as are reasonably 

16 r~guireo to assist, the e;l;.:i;ee divi~~on and council, to fulfill, :i;ts 
!:l1e divi_sio,n' s., a.~~_,.c:ouncil' s pgwers and liutil'ls. 

20 
~tate agencies p~oposi:r;tg to d.evelop~ establish, cQpdu,ct or 

22 administer p~ograms or to 'assist programs relatin~ tQ this 
chapter shall, prior to carrying out §\lch aetions~ consult. with 

24 the e;l;;I;:i;ee division. Each agency of State G9vernlTle:r;tt snall 
advise the e;l;;I;:i;ee division of its activities rela,t,ing to th,iI:; 

26 chapter. 

28 

~o 

32 

~4 

Each s tate agency ~ in th,e ilTlple/Tlentat.ion. 9{ :i;i;ij the._afJency.'s 
activities relating to this chapter, §b.all ~e~]? the e;l;~:i;ee 

diyi,si,on fully informed of :i;ts the afJency' s statu,s, 

SeQ! 3. 2~ MRS A. c. 4~5, S1Jlb-c. ll, ijrs¢ 2 lines. are re]?aaled and 
the follClwin~ enacteli in th~ir place; 

SUBCBA.PDR. II 
~ 6 D:B:Y.n~I(lN .OF D~.M. BE~TH 

~ 8 ~~c~ 4! 22 MI,{SA. §2Q94, a.s amended py :PI;,. 19 as, c. 7e 5, Pt. B, 
§87, is furtll,er amenoed. to ~ea.d: 

40 
§2094. Division; ~i~ector 

42 
1. ~ivision. ~here §~a**~~e is in the D~parbment of awman 

44 Services aB-Q;I;;I;:i;ee the Division of Dental aealth. 

46 2. Director. The e;l;Hee--sha.J..J.--be divi;;}on is i3,dITlinistered 
by a director, who saa**--be is appointeli by the commissioner, 

48 only after consultation with th~ c01,mcil, 'J;'l1e director shall 
serve in the unclassified service. The diregtor Of tl1e e;l;;I;:i;ee 

50 division shall serve at the pleasure of the cqmmissioner. subject 
to removal by the commissioner after consultation with, th~ 
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council. Any vacancy saa;!,;!, must be filled by appointment as 
aaave described in this subsection. 

The director shall serve on a full-time basis and must be a 
person qualified by training and experience to carry out the type 
of responsibilities described in section 2095. 

The director saa;!,;!,--pG&&e&& possesses full authority and 
responsibility for administering all the powers and duties 
provided in section 2095, with the advice of the council pursuant 
to section 2099. The director shall assume and discharge all 
responsibilities vested in the 9EEiee division. 

The director may employ, subject to the Civil Service Law 
and within the limits of available funds, competent professional 
personnel and other staff necessary to carry out the purposes of 
this chapter. The director shall prescribe the duties of staff 
and assign a sufficient number of staff to the 9EEiee division to 
achieve il:s the division's powers and duties. 

Sec. S. 22 MRSA §2095, as amended by PL 1989, c. 700, Pta A, 
§77, is further amended to read: 

§2095. Powers and duties 

The 9EEie9 division shall establish in accordance with the 
purposes and intent of this chapter, with the advice of the 
council and subject to the direction of the commissioner, the 
overall planning, policy, objectives and priorities for all 
functions and activities relating to dental healthT--wh-i-ch that 
are conducted by or supported by the State. It is the purpose 
and intent of this chapter that the 9EEiee--shad.,l division have 
the objectives of reducing dental disease in MaiBe the State's 
residents to a minimal and acceptable level and of improving and 
expanding dental health services in the State. The 9EEiee 
division shall ~serve as the State's primary administrative, 
coordinating and planning unit for carrying out the provisions of 
this chapter. In order to achieve l:ae-a~¥e these purposes, the 
9EEiee--sl:J.a.,l.,l--ha-ve- division has the power and duty to carry out, 
but not be limited to, the following: 

I..". - - f:emp£'eilem;-i.:ye- -pl-an.. - - tle¥eJ. 9E'- -a- -GOBlp-t'-ehens-i-¥e-, -&t.-at-e---w-.ide­
F;!,aBT--4R--~~~~~-~~~-~~---&&&~.ide---aea~~a--F;!,aBniB~ 

9~~aBiBal:i9BST-~&-~-aFF£9F£4a~e7--&G--~~-~~-eeBl:a;!, 

aea;!'l:a-9E-MaiBe-eil:iBeBsT--~ae-F;!,aB-saa;!,;!,-ae-~evisee-aieBBia;!';!'YT 

2. Review of funding 
possible sources of funding, 
dental health and development 
when appropriateTL 

sources. Ongoing review of· all 
public and private, for improving 
of proposals to secure these funds 
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3. 'l'ecllmical assistance and consultation toagrencies. 
Provide technical assistance and consultatiqn to fe~eral, state, 
county and municipal programs concerned with dental healthTL 

4. Teclmical assistance and consul tation to schools ~ 
6 Provide technical assistanqe and consuitatioll to schools and to 

the pepartment of Education for the purposes of introducin9 into 
8 MaiBe the State's schools dental health education prqgrarTls; 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

$. Studies. 
the purposes of 
StateTL 

Conduct studies and develop pri~ary data for 
documenting specific dental problems in the 

60 Consultation and program infonmation to health 
profession. Provide consultp.tioll and program information to the 
health profession, health profes~iopal education institutiqns an~ 
volunteer ageIlciesTL 

7. Annual r.eviews. Conduct annual reviews of the statutes 
20 and guidelines governing use of dental auxiliaries,. dt:mtist~ and 

other dental personnel and make recommendations to the 
22 Legislature for changes whieh .that .would benefit the public's 

healthTL 
24 

8. Coordination. Coordinate all efforts to improve dental 
26 he~lth whieh that are in part or wholly supported by state fundsTL 

28 

30 

32 

34 

9. Administer funds. Administer in accordance with the 
interest and obj~ctive~of this· chapter or within any limitations 
wh~eh that may apply frOITl the sO\lrces of such funds, any funds 
from any source for the benefit of MaiBe~s the State!s residents 
in need of dental health services. The commissioner sha;I:J:--ha>v:e 
has the power to receive for the 9EEiee division all fUIlds 
granted by any private, feeleral, state, cO\lnty, local or. other 
sour~e and, the director shall use sueh the funds to· carry out· the 

36 provisions and purposes of this chapterTL 

38 10. Report. Prepare 9B--o-t'--Be;€9~e-..J.a.nua.r-y--·Hh--1-9-1-e-r-~ 

Eh9~eaEEe~ annuallYT a detailed report that shall must be 
40 submitted by the department. Sueh The report shaU--:,H1-c-~-a 

sEaE9-wiEie.,.,-dent,-a-1--F;!,aB--anO. must describ.e the implementation qf 
42 the responsibilities of this 9EEiee division as described in tpis 

section. The report: sha;!,;!, must be sU1:lmitte~ to the Governor in 
44 accordance with TiUt3 5, sections 43, 44, 45 p.Ild 4Q and to the 

Legislature; and 
46 

II. Other activities. Carry out any other activities 
48 designed to reduce ~ental disep.se in the State. 
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Sec. 6. 2Z M~SA.. §20~n, 5th CjJ, as enacted by P&.SL 1975, c. 90, 
§A, §l, is ame~ded to re~d: 

Tneclirector of the eHiee division or his the director's 
repr~s~ntative shall atte~d ~l~ meetings of the council. 

Sec. 7~2~ MRSA §~098, 3rd 11, as~ended by PL 1983, c. 812, 
§127, is f:urtheramen(jed to reCid: . 

Any r~asonable Cind :proper expenses of the council shaH must 
be porne by tl1e et::Uee division out of currently available state 
pr federal funds. Each member of the council sha;b;b~~-be 

eempeBsa1:ee. is. entitled to cpmpensation according to the 
provisions of Title 5, chapter 379. The council is authorized to 
appoint sUb.commi tte~s. 

,Sec. 8.2.2.MJl.SA §2lZ~, 2.nd Off, Cis enacted py PL 1979, G. 522, 
§l, is .arnended to reac1.: 

The Qt:t:iee Diyision of Dental Health, Department of Human 
Services, shall administer the program. 

This 
~e:r:vice~, 

Heal.th. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

pi LI. ql;tange!? the 
OUice of· penti::l,l 

name 
Healtl1, 

qf the Department 
tp the Divi~~on 
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