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. L.D. 1072

(Filing No. S-161)

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " ap" to S.P. 396, L.D. 1072, Bill, "An
Act Regarding Survivor Benefits in the Event of Divorce and

Remarriage"

Amend the bill by adding after the title and before the
enacting clause the following:

'Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted

as emergencies; and

Whereas, the changes proposed by this 1legislation make
available to divorcing spouses additional options for allocation
of state retirements benefits; and

Whereas, these changes should be made available immediately
to divorcing persons who must allocate resources before this
legislation would otherwise become effective; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,'

Further amend the bill in the first line after the enacting
clause (page 1, line 3 in L.D.) by inserting at the beginning the
following: 'Sec. L.’

Further amend the bill in that part designated "§17805-A."

in subsection 1 by striking out all of paragraph B (page 1, lines
20 to 26 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the following:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " A" to S.P. 396, L.D. 1072

'B.._The recipient and the original spouse must agree to the
change of beneficiary. Prior to this agreement, _the
X i ir r_sh n riginal h

n nsel n__em of h irement m
r nan £ up_ri s
neficiar n i atemen h n ation
h nr i n nder '

Further amend the bill in that part designated "§17805-A."
in subsection 3 in the last line (page 1, line 39 in L.D.) by

striking out the following: "“receiving," and inserting in its
Place the following: 'receiving, plus the amount expected to be
paid to the original spouse after the recipient's death.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
statement of fact the following:

'Sec. 2. 5§ MRSA §18405-A is enacted to read:

405~ Divorce r retir 1%

nee & N ".

following conditions:

A, The original spouse must have been the sole beneficiary
of the reduced retirement benefit  under section 18404,

2 Ti m T el ion Th ipien make

A, Sending a written request to the executive director: and

B, - mittin iden of th iyor
Amo £ nefi Th n £ th nefi abl
n ion el i he a rial i n
£ th i in £ n nefi i i £
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4. Ef i d £ ver of n nefici The

£ i £ ignation £ recipient’' W

beneficiary is the date the request is received, The recipient's

retir n i | n th i £ th nth

followi i date of the new designation of

benefici

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

FISCAL NOTE

The Maine State Retirement System will be able to provide
the additional services for divorcing spouses with existing staff
and resources. No additional contributions for benefits or
administration will be required.'

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment requires the Exzecutive Director of the Maine
State Retirement System to ensure that a spouse is counseled by
an employee of the retirement system prior to agreeing to give up
the right to a retirement benefit. The amendment changes the
formula for calculation of the new beneficiary's benefit to be
actuarially equivalent to the prior benefit. The amendment adds
the provisions of the bill to the laws relating to participating
local districts. The amendment also adds an emergency preamble
and clause and a fiscal note to the bill.

Reported by Senator McCormick for the Committee on Aging, Retirement
and Veterans. Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to Senate Rule 12.

(5/15/91) (Filing No. S-161)
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