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An Act to Mandate the Use of Seat Belts.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
29 MRSA §1368-D is enacted to read:

§1368-D. 'Use.of seat belts

1. Mandatory use. The driver and every passenger of a
motor vehicle shall ar a pro secured seat belt while the

motor vehicle is in operation if the vehicle was:

A Manufactured or assembled on or after January 1, 1966:
and

B. Required by federal law or regulation to be eguipped
with seat belts at the time of manufacture or assembly.

2. Duty of driver and passenger. The driver is r onsible
for ensuring that the driver and any passengers under the age of

ears are properl ecured by seat lts while the vehicle i
being operated. A passenger who has attained the age of 18 years
or older is responsible for complying with this section.

3. Exceptions. The reguirements of subsection 1 do not

appl :

A A passenger engaged in direct lifesaving patient care
activities, such as cardiopulmonary resuscitation; or

"B. A rear seat passenger when _all seating positions
equipped with seat belts are occupied.

4, Violations. Violation of this section is a civil

violation for which a forfeiture of $25 for the first violation

n 50 for h s equent violation must be adijudged.

Conduct permitted by sections 1368-B and 1368-C doeg not give

rise to an enforcement action under this section.
5. Grace period. A person stopped for a violation of this
section prior to December 1, 1991 must bhe issued a warning.
STATEMENT OF FACT

-

This bill requires drivers and passengers of motor vehicles
to wear seat belts if their vehicles were equipped with seat
belts by the manufacturer. Failure to wear a seat belt carries a
$25 fine for a first offense and a $50 fine for subsequent
offenses. ‘
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Ambulance personnel need not wear seat belts while they are
engaged in direct lifesaving patient care. A rear seat passenger
need not wear a seat belt if all available seating positions
equipped with seat belts are occupied.

A grace period will be in effect until December 1, 1991.
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