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115th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSIONci1991 

Legislative Docmnent No. lOll 

H.P.716 House of Representatives, March 11, 1991 

Received by the Clerk of the House on March 7, 1991. Referred to the Committee on Legal 
Affairs and 1400 ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 

~C?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative LIPMAN of Augusta. 
Cosponsored by Representative BAILEY of Township 27. 

STATEOI!MAINB 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act Concerning Voting by Absentee Ballot. 

Printed on recycled paper 



~~ it ~l!l~ded by ahe People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

S.e~.l. 21. .. A MRS A §503a A is enacted to read: 
4 

§~5~3-.A. Absentee ballot clerks 
6 

Tl:t~ .. mll~icipa.1.. clerk of each municipality shall appoint 
~ a?::;entee .. b.Ci})<:>.t . cl.er.ks as !lecessary. in equal numbers from each 

o~. the.l1!ajor ;golJ tical parties. The absentee ballot clerk must 
10 be a ... resident of .tohe municipality. At the direction of the 

J1l1lnic~paJ .. ~leJ:'k. one. member of each party so appointed shall· 
l~ d~liyer . .a~ .. abs£,!nt:E!e. ballot. to any person who requests delivery by 

~. 31'd per:;;<:>!:l .. ().the):, thall.the municipal clerk, a blood relative of 
H t~l:! .. applioa!lt.o.I' .. thi:! Cipplicant's spouse. Absentee ballot clerks 

llI.elY bl:! ... reim))ur:;ed .. for expenses incurred in delivering absentee 
16 ballots. 

18 S~C. Z! Zl-A MRSA §753, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1987, c. 188, 
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§lg, l~ f.~rther gmended to read: 

3.~ App:I.icat.io)g, oll;' request received. On receipt of' a 
completed app).,icatioIl· or a request for an absentee ballot. signed' 
~y tpe appli~aIlt, tpe clerk shall immediately send or deliver .an 
i:l.bsente.€l bal,;LQt and return envelope to the applicant or to a 3rd 
pe~S9n. desi9Ilateq in tue application or request, except that, if 
t~e .. 3E'i. .. J?er~on designated by the applicant is not a spouse or 
blood relative of the applicant or is a candidate or a member of 
the immediate family of the candidate, the cler~ sllal.l: SJ,irE!qt the 
abs.E!lltE!e ... ballo~ c~erks .. t'?. deliyer t1!e ab.sentee ballot. ~he-eJ:erk 

§gi:l.~*~~~~e{i9~~-~e~~~~~~--~~~&-~-Rame-~r&-~-~he 

9al~~~~~~Y-~~~~~-~~~~~9y-a-~~~-~--a-lieeasea 
aQrs~~§-~r~~-~~~-4R--~i~le-~r-~~--4~§i--lieeasea 
gearaia§-he~e7-~~-~~~~~-~it-~~r~~~-~&&~r-e~-eer~iEiea 
eea§re§a~e-he~£~~w~~~,-~-~e~iaea-4R-~i~~~~r~ha~~~-l46+-AT 

The clerk "hall m(iY m>t gel,iver to a 3rd person any absentee 
pallot ~E!q\lE!§1;eg undi:!I.' sWlsec;tiQn ;a-A. I;f a municipal election 
~s to be peld all the same g~te as. g statewide election, absentee 
ballots for tlle mUIliqipa.~ a.ng sta.tewide e;Lection may be issued in 
respollse tq the ::;~e EiPpUcgtioIl • TAe. c;lerk shall is;;ue to any 
3rd peq;'Qn desigIl?tgd j,n an, appHc;atiqp, o~ r.eq;ut:!st only enough 
absen1;el? b?llqts to i.ns\lre that t,h?t 1?t:!rson wiU not have more 
than 49 absent,ee b~:pqts fqr voters in a rnunicipalityat any 
time. ~uch a 3rd per~on must" unl~~!? 9009 c;ause i!? snown, return 
a,n ab§en1;e,e ba,l,:Lot to 1:Pe, c:J.erk:'§ qH,ice within the time limits 
provided, !~ section 7?~, The c;lerk Sllg~l iIlc;Lude a ballot 
applicatioll t() Pe compl,ete,d :Oy the, person who signed only a 
w.ritten rl?qtle!?t, .unlgss the writ-te,ll, request is sufficient under 
subs!'!9tioll, 2, The cler.l!: sha,!l type Or write in ink the name and 
tlle legal a,dd,~ess of tlle p~rsoll, for whom the absentee :ballot is 
iIl1:~np~p in. the. tlPper, 19f.t hand, sectiqn of all re1:urn envelopes. 
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A. If the clerk receives a duplicate application from a 
person from whom the clerk has received a return envelope 
apparently containing an absentee ballot, the clerk saa;!,;!, 
may not furnish another absentee ballot for that person. 

B. The clerk may issue a 2nd absentee ballot to an 
applicant, if the applicant requests one, in person or in 
writing and: 

(1) The applicant states good cause, including, but 
not limited to, loss of, spoiling of or damage to the 
first absentee ballot; or 

(2) An absentee ballot for the applicant which was 
furnished to a designated 3rd person is not returned to 
the clerk's office wi thin 5 business days of the date 
that ballot was sent or delivered to the 3rd person or 
of the date that 3rdperson was notified by the clerk 
that the ballot was available, or by 10 a.m. on the day 
before election day, whichever is earlier. If.a ballot 
for an applicant is not returned to the clerk within 5 
days of notification, then· the clerk shall mail a 
ballot to that applicant on the 6th day after 
notification and shall issue no other ballot to the 
applicant except for good cause as provided in this 
subsection. This subparagraph saall may not be 
construed to affect the time for delivery of absentee 
ballots under section 755. 

Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA §753, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1985, c. 357, 
§§10 and 19, is further amended to read: 

4. Assistance to certain voters. A voter who is unable to 
read or complete a~s an application because of a~s physical 
disability, illiteracy or religious faithT may request aBet.aeE' 
FeE'SeBT-et.he£-~haR-~~~~~~~~-~-~~~~~-&aa&-emF;!,eyeE' 

eE'-~~~~~-e£--~ea&-~--t.he--¥G~rL&-~~--t.e-~~~-~ID the 
voter's spouse or blood relative or an absentee ballot clerk for 
assistance in completing the application. That aide may read the 
application to the voter or sign it, or both, according to the 
voter's instructions, or may assist a~m the voter in signing the 
application. When an aide assists a voter in this way, the aide 
must write on the application that ae the aide has so assisted 
the voter in signing the application, the reason the voter was 
unable to complete or sign the application, or both, and must 
sign a~s-Bame the application. 
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STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill provides that only municipal clerks, the postal 
service, spouses and biological relatives of an absentee voter 
and appointed absentee ballot clerks are permitted to handle 
absentee ballots. Under current law, any 3rd person may deliver 
absentee ballots to voters and return them to the municipal clerk. 
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