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115th MAl ELEGISLATU E 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1991 

Legislative Document No. 975 

H.P.676 House of Representatives, March 8, 1991 

Received by the Clerk of the House on March 6, 1991. Referred to the Conunittee on Human 
Resources and 1400 ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 

&£C?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative CARROLL of Gray. 
Cosponsored by Representative MANNING of Portland and Senator BRANNIGAN of 

Cumberland. . 

STATE OF' MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Provide Assistalmce to Memally m Homeless Persons. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: . 

Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated from 
the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

6 1991-92 

8 . .MENTAL HEALTH AN]!) MENTAL RET ARDA nON, 
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]!)EP ARTMENT OF 

Bureau of Mental Health 

All Other 

Provides funds to make grants 
to homeless shelter operators 
to assist them in meeting the 
needs of severely mentally 
ill persons who. are being 
housed in homeles's shelters. 

Funds must be allocated in 
accordance with a formula 
developed by the bureau with 
input from the Maine 
coalition for the homeless. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

$500,000 

This bill provides funding to assist homeless shelters in 
32 meeting the special needs of severely mentally ill persons who 

are homeless and are housed in homeless shelters. 
34 

The Maine coalition for the homeless estimates that 
36 approximately 1/3 of those sheltered in homeless shelters in 

Maine have a major mental illness. Based on this estimate, the 
38 appropriation provided by· this legislation represents 

approximately $15 per day per person toward the cost of 
40 sheltering homeless mentally ill people in homeless shelters. 

42 Homeless shelters are not adequately equipped to serve 
severely mentally ill clients. The purpose of tl;tis legislation 

44 is to provide short-term resources to homeless shelters to assist 
them in meeting the immediate needs of the large numbers of 

46 mentally ill persons who are being sheltered, until appropriate 
resources are developed to serve the long-term needs of this 

48 population. 

Page l-LRl722(l) 
L.D. 975 

) 

) 

) 




