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L.D. 830

(Filing No. H-357 )

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "« " to H.P. 579, L.D. 830, Bill, "An
Act to Provide Full Pupil Subsidies for Home School Students"

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting
the following: .

'An Act to Provide Access to Public Schools for Home School
Students’

Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in
its place the following: )

'Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §5001-A, sub-§3, A, as repealed and
replaced by PL 1989, c. 537, is amended to read:

A. Equivalent instruction alternatives are as follows.

(1) A person shaii-be is excused from attending a
public day school if the person obtains equivalent
instruction in:

(a) A private school approved for attendance
purposes pursuant to section 2901;

(b) A private school recognized by the department
as providing equivalent instruction;

(c) - A manner approved by the commissioner
pursuant to subparagraph (3): or

(d) Any other manner arranged for by the school
board and approved by the commissioner.
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52

COMMITTEE

AMENDMENT %/7" to H.P. 579, L.D. 830

(2) A student shall-be is credited with attendance at
a private school omnly if a certificate showing the
name, residence and attendance of the person at the
school, signed by the person or persons in charge of
the school, has been filed with the school officials of
the administrative unit in which the student resides.

(3) A person who wishes to obtain approval of
equivalent instruction under rules established by the
commissioner for egquivalent instruction through home
instruction shall simultaneously submit a completed
application for approval to the local board and to the
commissioner. The-lecal-board--shall--provide--Eer-review
o £ - the--application.~--Fhe -purpose-of--local--review-shall
onlyw--be--~to--facilitate --cooperation---between -~1oeal
edueators~and-studente regeiving -egquivalent-instruektion
and--£0-- permit--logal ~-boards--and--edugators -+o--provide
initial--review--of--the--applieation--for-completion-of
informatien-reguived -by~state-—-rules~ The Jocal board

W 1 i mmen n
i h mmissioner within 0 d f
r i £ h i ion. Within 20 60 days of

receipt of the application, the--leeal--board--shall
submit---it6---gomments - on---the --completeness-~-of--the
applieatien--te---the--commissioner-—--Within--30--days--of
receipt-~of--local-~-cemmentsy the commissioner, using
state criteria established by rule, shall decide
whether to approve the equivalent instruction
application. = If the commissioner denies the
application, the applicant may, within 30 days of
receiving the denial, amend and resubmit the
application directly to the commissioner. The
commissioner shall make a decision within 30 days of
receiving the amended application. If the--amended an
application 1is approved, the applieant commissioner
shall send a--copy notice of the amended--application
approval to the local board fez--information-purposes.

(L6 shyfe e ~0 DCa DoAY AS nae 5 5 on O

T ion mm3i ner'
n n h 1i n i nl T
informational purposes. Local boards are not regquired

to play any role in the application, review and
approval, or oversight of home instruction programs.

except as is necessary to provide access to school
I nder paragra h C.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §5001-A, sub-§3, JC, as enacted by PL 1987,

c. 114, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

rri

h inistrati ni h rovi
a xtr rri T
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 5' to H.P. 579, L.D. 830

r iviti r ivin ui n
r ig rough home j r i m h h
n /2 nt for r m in
nder h r For ur e f his ragraph
ri r iviti X icular iviti

and cocurricular activities includes but is not Jlimited to

the following activities and is subject to the following

H in ion en m roll in ifi

Hom n r
iviti h i ri mb1li n mi
ir vi i wri n rmissi i
in r n inci n
that the student has aareed to abide by the same code
n h rtici in :
4 instr i n m r in
ex r i i h nt:
i X n
i ran n i remen
r rl r : in
vior r r n nts: r
rom with : en
m nstr n uden may use school
ipm n_th i r lar
nr rovi h h use n

disrupt regular school activities, has been approved by
the school principal, will not create additional
xpense he school administrative uni is dir 1
rel h hool rogr n n invol
removing _furniture or equipment from _the school

remi :
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "B to H.P. 579, L.D. 830

Sec. 3. Effective date. This Act takes effect on July 1, 1992.°'

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment retains the practice under existing law of

kcounting home schooled students as a 1/2 student for purposes of

computing state aid to school administrative units. This
amendment requires that, in order to continue to receive state
aid, public schools must provide home schooled students access to
curricular, extra curricular and cocurricular school activities.
The activities and facilities to which schools must provide
access for home schooled students includes regular classes,
special education services, curricular and extra curricular
activities, use of school facilities and equipment, use of school
texts and library materials. Schools are not required to provide
any services for home schooled students that they do not already
provide to regularly enrolled students and are not obligated to
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CdMMITTEE AMENDMENT "4&/" to H.P. 579, L.D. 830

expend additional resources to provide equivalent services,
programs, activities or equipment to home schooled students.

The amendment also relieves school boards of the
responsibility to review and formulate recommendations on each
application for home schooling submitted by a family living in
the school unit. The school board will continue to receive a
copy of each application and mnotice of each approval for
informational purposes.

This amendment takes effect on July 1, 1992.

Reported by the Minority of the Committee on Education

Reproduced and distributed under

House

(5/20/91) (Filing No. H-357)
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