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115th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1991 

Legislative Docmnem No. 829 

H.P.578 House of Representatives, February 26,1991 

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

~(?.-eA5I 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative SWAZEY of Bucksport. 
Cosponsored by Senator lVIILLS of Oxford, Representative PINEAU of Jay and 

Representative COTE of Auburn; 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Amend the Law Dealing with Foot Pursuit. 
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Be it enaded by the People of the State. of MaIne as follows: 
2 

17-A MRSA §18 is engcted, t!) J;"ead: 
4 

§18.Stop by law enforcement officer 
6 

10 If a law. enforcement officer is in uniform. and has 
8 prpbab.le. c.a1:lse . to be.Uraye . that, ... a. Y~9~a,.MpA. pf .1.a.\'J' .. ha,Sl .takenor is 

ta,kingp.1.a,c.~~,t;he.Jaw.enf9rgeml3nt.C?~f;g.e.r maJl..' at any time. stop 
10 apersoll for thepu.r-pose of: 

12 A. In the case of a criminal violation, .. ar-r.estillg. the 
I;>:erson; 

14 
8.: In tlle qC.8:se. of a criminal or civil violation, issuing 

16. thea.J?I;>r-0J?riCite.written Ji>rocess; or 

18 C:.d9u~s~i().n~Il~ .. the person. 

20 2. . Any person who. inten1:~.<?nall:y: or .k.nowingly. fails or 
refuses tOE;toP ~J?on request or. signal of an:¥, uniformed law 

22 enforcement officer is. guil.tYd of .fa~ling to stop for a law 
enforcement officer • 

. -~. ,~ ....... . 

24 
3. .Fai1.iI:lg._.t:0stop for .a. law enforcement officer is a Class 

26. m crime. 

28 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

30 
The pu~po::;e of this 1:>i1.). is to give law en,forcemEmt officers 

32 the s.8J.lIe a,biH1;y to stop imd. qtl,~::;ti(m ~ubj~c:ts· wp~n on foot as 
whep tp~ S\l,l;>j~ct i.::; iIl a yehi.q+~, UIld,er tPEl Ma.i,n,e R~vil5eCl 

34 Stautes, Ti t.:te 2~, se.qqQIl ??Ol, J"aw ~:IlJq:rcement o:t:ficerl5 have 
tpe pq.w.er to st;qp a motQ:';- ve.l11,G],e. i.f thE.!Y hi:l.ye prgb.aR:Le. cause to 

36 1;>e:Li~ve th.a.t a v:i,ola,tion of" law Pet:; oqcurr-ed ():r is oqcurrillg. 
':I;l:U'1 officers qall then ques.tiQn tp~ o(!(J\l,pa,Ilts in 1:.1:1e vElhiClle and 

38 ta~~ wPate.ver fur1;h~r action il5 appr-Qpriett~~ including arresting 
p~rson::; Clr i::;::;,ui.Il,g s1J!1lrn.Qn::;, ra.!ltl,r~ ():r: r~fu,::;al \;.0. st:QP a, ve1:1 i <;!;Le 

40 ~15. a C1.a,ss. E c:rl,rne, . 

42 '1'1:1is. 1;>i:l,1. ad,d,S provisions tq thEl Criminetl C9de tri:l.c:kiIlg the 
T(lO\;.qF ve.llic1.e. pr()vis~ons. The la-w ell:t:orqem.~nt of:ftjqer must be in 

44 uniform c!'P9 m1,lst have proba1;>1.~ cau.se tCl 15t:9P a, PEll:'l5on not in a 
mqt:qr ve.ll.iCle. :rntEmtiona:lly 017 knowinglY faUing or refusing to 

46 stop for an offiCer is a C1ass ~ qrime. 
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