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An Act to Expedite Repairs of Equipment Needed by Supplemental
Security Income Recipients.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
22 MRSA §3174-K is enacted to read:
3174-K. Repair of equipment

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the

following meanings.

A. "Equipment" means any piece of equipment that may be
- purchased, leased or repaired with Medicaid funds and that

is’ needed by a 'person with a disability. "Equipment"”

includes, but is not limited to. wheelchairs and hearing
aids.

B. "Extraordinary expense'" means a repair charge that is

-significantly higher than the usual and customary charge for
that repair. Co

2. Prior approval may not be required. The department may
not require recipients of federal supplemental security income

benefits to obtain prior approval for Medicaid reimbursement of’

repairs to equipment if the repairs are needed for proper
functioning of the egquipment and if the repairs are expected to
be completed without extraordinary expense.

STATEMENT OF FACT

" Presently, prior approval is required for . any
Medicaid-funded repair of equipment that costs more than $100.
The bill eliminates this prior approval requirement for
recipients of federal supplemental security income benefits.
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