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115th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION.,1991 

Legislative Document No.1BB 

H.P.551 House of Representatives, February 22, 1991 

Reference to the Corrunittee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed. 

ZdC?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative MITCHELL of Freeport. 
Cosponsored by Senator CLARK of Cumberland. 

STATEOFMAINB 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Amend flhe Gross Vehicle Weight I~jmits of Commercial 
Vehicles. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Manne as follows: 

Sec. 1. 29 MlRSA §246, first 'V, as amended by PL 1989, c. 528, 
§§1 and 16, is further amended to read: 

6 §Z46. -- trucks 

8 With each application for registr'ation of motor trucks, 
tractors and truck tractors saa~~ must be paid an annual 

10 registration fee graduated as follows when equipped with 
. pneumatic tires:' 

12 
From 0 pounds gross weight to 6,000 pOl,lnds gross weight 

14 " • ' ........•.•.•...•....•••••.•••.•.• ~ '~ ': ....•..•..• $ 2 2 

16 From 6,001 pounds gross weight to 9,000 pounds gross 
weight .•••• ~ .••.•••....••..••..•••..•..••••••.•. $28 

18 
From 9,001 pounds gross weight to 12,000 pounds gross 

20 weight .............................. ' ............ $45 

22 From 12,001 pounds gross weight to 14,000 pounds gross 
weight .......................................... $78 

24 
From 14,001 pounds gross weight to 16,000 pounds gross 

26 weight ......................................... $102 

28 From 16,001 pounds gross weight to 18,000 pounds gross 
weight ..•..•................................... $127 

30 
From 18,001 pounds gross weight to 20,000 pounds gross 

32 weight .. " ...................................... $158 

34 From 20,001 pounds gross weight to 23,000 pounds gross 
weight ..............•.......................... $185 

36 
From 23,001 pounds gross weight to 26,000 pounds gross 

38 weight ...........................•............. $217 

40 From 26,001 pounds gross weight to 28,000 pounds gross 
weight ............................•............ $262 

42 
From 28,001 pounds gross weight to 32,000 pounds gross 

44 weight. '; ..•.............................. .•. ... $303 

46 From 32,001 pounds gross weight- to 34,000 pounds gross 
weight ................ ' ......................... $337 

48 
From 34,001 pounds gross weight to 38,000 pounds gross 

50 weight ....•.................................... $374 
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From 38,001 pounds gross weight to 40,000 pounds gross 
weight ..............................•.•........ $398 

From 40,001 pounds gross weight to 42,000 pounds gross 
weight .........•....................•.......... $421 

From 42,001 pounds gross weight to 45,000 pounds gross 
weight ..... _ ...........•........•............... $445 

From 45,001 pounds gross weight to 48,000 pounds gross 
weight ......................................... $492 

From 48,001 pounds gross weight to 51,000 pounds gross 
weight ......................................... $528 

From 51,001 pounds gross weight to 54,00~ pounds gross 
weight ................................•........ $563 

From 54,001 pounds gross weight to 55,000 pounds gross 
weight ......................................... $575 

From 55,001 pounds gross weight to 60,000 pounds gross 
weight ......................................... $635 

From 60,001 pounds gross weight to 65,000 pounds gross 
weight ......................................... $694 

From 65,001 pounds gross weight to 69,000 pounds gross 
weight ......................................... $757 

From 69,001 pounds gross weight to 72,000 pounds gross 
weight .............................•........... $792 

From 72,001 pounds gross weight to 75,000 pounds gross 
weight ......................................... $816 

From 75,001 pounds gross weight to 78,000 pounds gross 
weight ..................... , ................... $852 

From 78,001 pounds gross weight to 80,000 pounds gross 
weight ......................................... $872 

~tem--S~r~~±--~~~&-~r~-~ight--~~-~~7~~~--~e~ReS--~tess 

wei~BETTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT$977 

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §1652, sub-§l, GJIA, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 
528, §2 and 16, is amended to read: 

A. No vehicle or combination of vehicles shall may be 
operated, or caused to be operated, on or over any way or 
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bridge when the gross weight, actual weight of vehicle and 
load, exceeds 9(hggg 80, 000 pounds. No vehicles having 2 
axles saa;!,;!, may be so operated, or caused to be operated, 
whenthei gross weight exceeds 34, 000 pounds; no vehicle or 
combination of vehicles having 3 axles saa** may be so 
operated, or caused to be operated, when the gross weight 
exceeds 54,000 pounds; no vehicle or combination of vehicles 
having 4 axles saa;!,;!, may be so operated, or caused to be 
operated, when the gross weight exceeds 69,000 pounds; 
except as provided in paragraph E, no vehicle or combination 
of vehicles having 5 or more axles saa;!,;!, may be so operated, 
or caused to be operated, when the gross weight exceeds 
80,000 pounds. Veaie;!,es-~-ee-~~~-~~-€~~~~-~~-Be 

epe Fa~eEl.- eH--t.h€- -l-nt.-e-£-&t.~-€--Hi~ -Sy-&:t-em-,- -as- --G&:E-i-aed--ia-~ae 
~eEl.eFa;!'-A4E1.-H~~hw~y-~-t.-~-~,-~i-t~~~a~~~-~Fess-wei~a~ 

peFmi~~eEl.-By--t.h~£-~~~-~~~~~~&&-wei~h~s-El.e 
Be~ Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection, 
the gross weight of vehicles may not exceed the lesser of 
80,000 pounds or the following formula: 

LN 
W=500 (------ +12N+36) 

N-l 

W=overall gross weight 
on any group of 2 
or more consecutive 
axles to the nearest 
500 pounds 

L=overall distance in 
feet between the 
extreme of any group 
of 2 or.more consecutive 
axles 

N=number of axles in group under consideration 

aBEI.-~~-~-€~£€-~~~-saea-~~~~h~-~~m~-t.£-~-~ae 
34 ~B~eFs~a~e-Hi~away-Sys~em-eHeeeEl.-8gTggg-peaBEl.sT 

36 Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §1652, sUIlb-§l, CUE, as amended by PL 1989, 
c. 528, §§3 and 16, is rep~aled. 

38 
Sec. 4. 29 MRSA §1652, SUIlb-§l, 1fF, as amended by PL 1989, 

40 c. 528, §§4 and 16, is repealed. 

42 Sec. 5. 29 MRS A §1655, 2nd Cjf, as repealed and replaced by 
PL 1989, c. 528, §§8 and 16, is amended to read: 

44 
Notwithstanding the first paragraph, the tandem axle 

46 unit limit for 5 or more axle combination vehicles saa;!,;!, may 
not exceed 44, 000 pounds aBEI.--a--e-aH;!,e--GOmb-H1at.-Hffi--veaie;!,e 

48 eeBsis~iB~-ef-~--~~-€-~~~~-~r~~-i-~-eemeiaa~iea-wi~a 
a - -1:-~i--a-Jr-l-e:- - -seRhi -t-£-a-i~-e-£- -may - -be- -~~~- - e E - -ea-b1-S€-4 - -t-€l- - ee 

50 epeFa~eEl.T-~i-t~-~-~a~imam-~~-we4~h~-~:E--~~~-peaBEl.sT 
pFeviEl.eEl.-~ha~--t.h€-~~~~~~~~~i-1:-1:-eG~~-a-~aBEl.em 
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aH±e--~a~~-~~~-~-447ggg--peaHas-~-~~-ma~4~-~Fess 

wei~R~-~e~m4~~e4-~~-~F~-aH1e-~H4~-~~~-~-~~-peHBasT 

aBa-~~~-~Ra~-~~-aistaB8e-~~-~R8-~~~-aH±esT 

eH8±aaiB~-~he-~~4~~~r-~s-a~-Jea£~-~~~~--Aa~-sa8R 

v8Ri8±eT-4~--~~s~reG-4H-~-}aF~Sa~e~~eH-w£e~€-~~-maHimYm 

a±±ewaB±e-~e~4£~e~ea-we4~£~--i-s--J:.e.s.s..~-han--g.Q.~-peaHasr-mas~ 

Rave-a-~~m4~-~~4~~~~~~~-~&-~h~s-S~a~er--~Re 
aBBaa±-~ee-~~-~~~~~~-sha11-Be-$~~~--~~~~~~a~-Be 

issHea--~eF-~-~~~-~--~--meB~Rs--&~-~~-~-a--meB~R±Y 
pFeFa~ea-ba£4£7-~~~~-He~-eHeeea-~~~~~~~~-e~ 

~Re-aBBaa±-Fe~is~Fa~ieB. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill arilends the gross vehicle weight limits of 
commercial vehicles operating on state highways to conform 
to those limits applicable on the Interstate Highway 
System. In accordance with. these changes, the bill repeals 
provlslons allowing for commercial vehicle registration or 
permitting gross vehicle weights exceeding 80,000 pounds. 
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