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115th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSIONa 1991 

Legislative DQcumem: No. 744 

H.P.516 House of Representatives, February 21,1991 

Reference to the Committee on Human Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

z;eC?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative SMALL of Bath. 

STA",m OF MAINE 

IN" THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Enable Retail Stores to Bottle and Sell Water on the Premises. 
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Be it enaded by the People 0[' the State of Maine as follows: 

22 MRSA §2601; sunb-§8;, as enac:i1;ed by PI; Hl15, d. 751; §4; is 
'amen~ed to read: 

8. publ.ic water system. iipubHc water sysEem H means arty 
publicly or Fj;::I,ya:t;e;i,Y~eJwReEl pri.v.ateiy __ ci:wned system of plpes, 
structures andfa:ciHties through which water is obtained fat or 
sold, :furnished or distributed to thEi ptibii6 '··fOr hilliian 
consumpt.ioIi, if stich system has a:t ieast 15 serViCe dOnnedH6IiS, 
re'gtUatiy serVeS art a:verage of at ieast 25 individuals daily at 
least 30 days out of the year (jf: b6tdes water for sale. Arty 
pubiiC'iy Or' Fdyat:ei;j,y~ewRe4 pt'ivately ___ owned System that only 
stores and dist:ributes: water ;withotit treadiit;J 6r' collecting H; 
obtains all its wat.er from; but is not oWiiedor operated by; a 
public water' system; and does not seil water or bottied water to 
any per'son, is not a "public water syStem iii A.xe,taU .. s,to.te_. __ that 
purifIes .and ho_tties. wateL_f.rdm._a_ ~ip.uhii.d .... _wateL.S.tstemH __ arid __ .s.eiis. 
the .water oiLthe .. _pr:emises_ is_ ... not __ a_.~~ptiblic,~_w.ate.r. sys.teni~.~, The 
term "public water syst.em" sl:i:ai;t,=i;ae'4y:E1e .:includes any collection, 
treatment, storage or distributiort pipes, strUctures or 
facilities· under the control of the supplier of water arid used 
primarily in connection with such system, and any colleotion or 
pretreatment storage facilitie's not under such corttr61 wRiel:i:t:hat 
are used primarily in connection with such system. Tlie s'Y's1;em 
sl:i:a;U: dO.es not inolude the portion of service pipe owned and 
maintained by a customer of the pUblic water system. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

Public water systems are regUlated by t,he Department. of 
34 Human Services, and bottling regulations require space and 

equipment that make bottling and selling water extremely 
36 difficult for' small retail stores. This bill exclUdes retail 

stores from the definition of "public water System ii if the retail 
38 stores bottle water from an eXlstin9' "pubiic water system, Ii such 

as a municipal water supplYI and sell lt on the premises. ,SUch 
40 stores are thereby placed outside the jurisdiction of "public 

water system" regulations. 
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