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115th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION",1991 

Legislative ~m No. 720 

LB.2 House of Representatives, February 20,1991 

Transmitted to the Clerk of the House of the 115th Maine Legislature by the Secretary of 
State on February 19, 1991. 

&:fCF~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

STATEOFMABNE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Enact the Passenger Rail Service Act. 
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B~ it eriact~~ b~ th~ ~~6~1~ cit ~h~ Stat~ 6f M~ih~~ a~ tollo~s: 
2 

23 M.R.S.A. c; 615, sub-c. III is enacte~ tb read: 
4 

SIJBciIAPTERIII 
6 

PASSENGER RiiL SERVICE 
8 

§7i7L Short Titie~ 
10 

Th.is . subchapter. may> be . known arid· ·cHed··asthe· pi'passengerRail 
12 Service Act; II 

14 §7172 ~ .. hefinltioris 

16 AS us~d in t.his ."p. subchapter, ... uril~ss the con-text. . otherwise 
indicates., the foiiowi:rig pt~ririshave .thefo1l6wing i'neanin<Js: 

18 
hDepartiReriL. HOepar.t.riient:. ,i.. ·meansthe -- Department ··Of 

20 Trarispi:h'taHon arii:1.ariysucciessdrsto.thatp b~partment. 

22 2. Gover:iJ:ID.ent. Agericy~ .. "Gover:nmertt .. Agency,i. . includes- . any 
department:, agericy,. coinniission,· bureau, . authority; 

24 instrumeritality. and .political . subdivision·.of: 

26 A,TheFedeialGoverririt~nt; 

~b B. The- Stat:.ej 

30 C •. Ariy other state; ·artd 

32 D; . The bominion otCanadaandariyof ii::.sprovinces. 

34 3;, Person. "Persort" includes individuals, corl?orations, 
§oveiruTient· . Agendes,. partnerships, joint· ···ventur~s, .. business 

36 trusts, .. trusts, associations and ali other .. 1egalentitiEiS 

38 4. Railroad . Line. "Rallr.oad .. line ii .. or i'.liries i' rrieartsthe 
right.:...of-way,ttack,. track· apl?urtemances, . tHis ,br.idges, . station 

46 housesanddther.· appurtenant structures; 

42 §7173.~ .. Initiation and estabiishrtient. of passenger. rallservice. 

44 L HEst:ai>iisbItient of·Service. -The Del?artmerit isdirEict.ed to take 
ali actions . that . arereasonablYriec~ssar:ito. initiate,· estabiish 

46 or reiriitiate· regu1i:i.rlyscheduled passenger. niH serVice between 
pdints within. this· State· and. points within. and outside this 

48 State. These. actidris maY··incl ude,. ·I)utare.rtotH.limi ted to r H
' the 

acquisition; . holdirig .. use ; .. dperation, . repai.r,. consttuction; 
50 recoristruction;. _ .. rehabilitation, . modernizatioh,rebuilding, 

relocatiori; . mainteriance and disposition ... of· railroad .. Hries, 
52 railway . facilities;. rolling stock; machirieryarid equipment, 
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trackage rights, real and personal property of any kind 
2 whatsoev'e'r,' and any rights in orrelatecf to th'at property. 
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2. Acquisition of properties. rights. The Department may 
acquire <'lny' of the' 'properties' or~Ights' lIste~ i~subsecj;;ion i 
through" purchase; lease, lease':'purchase,gift; ,devise or 
otherwise: ,', "In makIng these acquisition'sihe Department m..Qy 
E!X~rcl.'s'e' ,the"PQwer' ofeiTlinent" domain followIng the" same "proce~ 
set' fOrth' 'in'section'-"lS4; stibse6'tion 5: 'except thsit" any" nQt;j.Q.a 
6[ co'i1demnation 'ffil.lstbe" filed 'in: the regIstry of deeds for the 
cotin'ti"-oi'c~iind~s, or Ureglstry;' 'di~isi6nor' dlvlsions, i~ which 
the "property Is 'located, in thE! case of rea1 property, a~d with 
the' "unIform 'Coiiiritercial 'Code' division 'of the "office ' of' the 
secr~t'ar:i <?fSt'a~e ~n-the case of I?ersona.l property.' 

§7174. Contracts; Studies 

18 In order to implement section 7173 and the purposes of this 
subchapter; the 'bepart~erit is herel>yd.iJ:ect~d to: ' 

20 
1. Conduct Studies. Conduct, or cause to be conducted, any 

22 studIes that,d theriepartmentdetermlnes'necessary or' proper: 
.. "";.".;-'~.': .• - .. :'~'-.~'- .. ::-.- .. ---.---.<-' "., "'., " .. ', '., .. ,.. . . 

24 2. Enter into contracts. Enter into and fulfill any contracts 
a'~d agr.eements 'whi'ch'the

d 
'Departme~t "determines necessary~r 

26 prope:r;~ " 

28 3. Acquire property. Acquire property, including, but not 
limited to,;ailroad" ilries, both wIthin 'and outside of this 

3() State; and 

32 4. Cooperate with Government A(j'encies. Cooperate and enter into 
agreements~ "CC1rit~~Cts and" coml?acts wlthany'" Government Agency, 

34 the National" 'Rali~oad Pa~senger'dorporation, and any other 
~ersoll,.)?U~H?"o/ pd~~tE! ~ ',' " '''H ,', ,,', , , 

36 

§7'!75~ Initial Fundin9.'. 
38 

L Funds for implementiltion. The Department is directed to seek 
49 a.nd '~s~funds'n~ci~ssary' for theimpiementatlonof this 

subchapter ,H'i:r:i' anamolmtnot
H 

less than $40 :000,000 , exclusIve of 
42 any'lri-teres'tor"6ther' debt servlceor'expense~'which are paid for 

f~nds borrowed t:hro~ghbond{ssues or othe;;:wise.' '" 
:. ".~" ' . . "..,.. '. ., ,-. 

4,4 

2. Expenditure of Funds. These funds must be spent first to 
46 reiriitiat.e,' on or"be-for~ JuneHl, '1993 ,regularly scheduled 

passenger rail service between' P6rtland.;Mai:r:i~ and' Boston, 
48 Massachusetts, "and' points between; "AnY funds that e~ceed those 

necessary t() reiriitiate ,. service b'etween those pOlrits must be 
5,0 spent I::iy'the ' bepartment toexterid, to the extent practicable, 

regJiaiiYscheduled
H 

passenger 'rail servic~ t'o other po.bits within 
52 and o~tsldeof this State , l'lhlch'pa'ssenger' rail ser~ice must 
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connect with the service between Portland, Maine and Boston, 
2 Massachusetts. 

4 §7176. Additional Funding. 

6 The Department is directed to use all revenues received from the 
operation of the passenger rail service established J;?ursuant-t.Q. 

8 this subchapter to pay the oJ;?erationai expenses of that service. 
The Department is.directed to seek and use funds necessary to pay 

10 all operational expenses of. this passenger raii service that are 
not met by fares and other funds or reyenues, For the purposes 

12 of this segt.iQn, "QP§ratiQnS&l Eaxpenlii9s" 1UQly,gli, QJ.1t are n!~t 
limited to, all additional capital expenses necessary to maintain 

14 the passenger rail service. 

16 §7177. Federal Funds. 

18 The Department may take all actions consistent with this 
subchapter that may be necessary to qualify for, accept and 

20 disburse any money that the federal government may grant or loan 
to this State to fund any actions required of the Department 

22 under the terms of this subchapter. 

24 §7178. Municipalities. 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

Any political subdivision of this State may appropriate money and 
take other actions that may aid in the implementation of this 
subchapter. The Department is authorized to provide funds, 
inclUding loans and matching grants, to political subdivisions in 
order to encourage their participation in implementing this 
subchapter. 

§7179. Reasonable fares. 

Fares for the passenger rail service established pursuant to this 
36 subchapter must be set at reasonable levels to encourage use of 

this service. 
38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

§7180. Satisfaction of operating deficits. 

The Department is directed to' obtain all additional funds, 
through borrowing. revenues or other means, necessary to satify 
operating deficits arising from expenses, including capital 
expendi tures, necessary to ensure the continuation of passenger 
rail service established pursuant to this subchapter. 

§7181. Rules of construction. 

This subchapter must be construed liberally to effectuate the 
50 purposes of this subchapter. Any amount set forth in this 

subchapter is intended to represent a minimum amount that may be 
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spent to effect those purposes. The State may appropriate and 
expend additional amounts for those purposes. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The purpose of this Act is to require the State of Maine to take 
active steps to initiate, establish, maintain and expand 
regularly scheduled passenger rail service between points in this 
State and other points both within and outside of this State. 
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