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FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1991

Legislative Document B . No. 651

- H.P. 460 House of Representatives, February 19, 1991

Reference to the Committee on Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and ordered printed.
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EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Répresentative RICHARDSON of Portland.
Cosponsored by Representative SIMPSON of Casco.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-ONE

An Act to Ensure the Safe Operation of Motorized Boats.
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Be it emacted by the People of the State of Maine as foﬂﬂows.

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §'7793 sub §7fls enacted to read:

7. Boater safety tra;nln - From time to time, and in

locations §g1ggted by the commissioner h mmissioner

offer a 6-hour course on boating safety and navigational aids for
-re51d§nt§ Q ; e State .who w1sh to. regglve a certlflcate of
nggtln { af Yo The‘c mm;§§1oner mav approve: courses offered by
“other agencies gg local go vernment, State Government or Federal
Governm rovided th h r ffer 1 t 6-cl

hours of instruction in boating safety and mnavigational aids.
The commissioner‘ may charae a fee to recover the cost of ths

tralnlna and shall 1ssue 8 certlflcate of boatlna safety to each

person that successfully ompletes the course.

Sec. 2. 12 MRRSA §7798-B is enacted to read:

4779843, “Certificate of boating safet

1. Operation of boat. A person may not operate a boat that

‘has. a motor larger than 6 horsepower and is not a rental boat

unless that person: "

@~K; | Holds. a.certificate of boating safety issued by the

comm1551oner under section 7793, subsection 7;

E»B. Is accompanled by person who holds a certificate of

this

boatin safet issued b the commissioner under section
7793, subsection 7., ~ ' : R ,

2. Violation. A person operating a boat in violation of
section ecommits a civil violation for which a forfeiture not

to exceed $25 may be adjudged.

3. Exemptions. A person who holds any license issued by

the Commissioner of Marine Resources under chapter 623 or 625 or

any pilot 1license issued by the Unlted States Coast Guard is

exempt from thlS sectlon.

1995, -

Se& 3 Eﬂkchve dahu This Act takes effect on January 1,

STATEMENT OF FACT

Effective January 1, 1995, any boat powered by a motor

larger than 6 horsepower that is not a rental boat must have at

- least one person on board who has completed a 6-hour course in

boating safety and has received a certificate in boating safety.
A person who operates a boat in violation of this law may be
fined up to $25. The bill requires the Commissioner of Inland
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Fisheries and Wildlife to provide the 6-hour training course. A
‘(/*»\ 2 person holding a 'marine resource license issued by the
R Commissioner of Marine Resources is exempt from this Act.
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