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FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1991

Legislative Document No. 620
HP. 437 | ~ House of Representatives, February 13, 1991

Reference to the Committee on Human Resources suggested and ordered printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative FARREN of Cherryfield.
Cosponsored by Senator VOSE of Washmgton Representatlve BAILEY of Townshlp 27 and

Representative GRAY of Sedgwick.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
- NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-ONE

An Act to Require the State to Administer and Finance the General
Assistance Program.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c. 1161, as a:ﬁended, is repealed.
Sec. 2. 22 MIRSA Pt. IV-A is enacted to read:
PART JTV-A
_ NmICATEGORICAL ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS IN mzlzi)
CHAPTER 1163 |
GEMERAL, ASSISTANCE AND EMERGE_NCi ASSISTANCE
§4351. Definitions

As_ used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. '

1. Basic necessities. "Basic necessities" means food.
clothing, shelter, fuel, electricitv.v nonelective medical
services as_recommended by physician, nonprescription drugs,

telephone when it is necessary for medical reasons and any other
essential service or commodity. :

2. Eligible person. "Eligible person'" means a person who
is gualified to receive general assistance or emergency
assistance under this chapter whether or mnot that person has.
applied for general assistance or emergency assistance.

3. _ Fmergency. "Emergency” means _any life-threatening
situation or a situation beyond the control of the individual

that, if not alleviated immediately, can reasonably be expected
to pose a threat to the health or safety of a person.

4, Emergency assistance. "Emergency assistance'" means a
service or commodity provided by a municipality to an eligible

person_ to alleviate an emergency and does not mean continuing
"grant-in-aid" or "categorical" assistance.

5. General assistance. "General assistance" means a
service or commodity provided by the department for the immediate
aid of persons who are unable to provide the bhasic necessities
essential to maintain themselves or their families and does not
mean continuing "grant-in-aid" or 'categorical" assistance.

6. QOverseer. "Qverseer" means an official designated by a
municipality to administer an emer gency assistance program.

§4352. Programs established

Beginning January 1, 1992, the department shall provide
general assistance directly to eligible persons through its
regional and district offices and shall reimburse municipalities
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for emergency assistance provided to eligible persons by those
municipalities.

4353. Eligibilit

Regidents of the State who lack basic necessities and who
have no other means of providing them are eligible for general

as nce. Resgiden of t State f whom the lack of basic
necesgities results in an emergency and who have no other means

of alleviating the emergency are eligible for emergency
assistance. The department shall adopg rules establishing
eligibility standards for general assistance and emergency

assistance.

8§4354. Emergency assistance program in each municipality
Each municipality shall administer an emergency assistance

program_in accordance with rules adopted by the department. Each

- emergency assistance program shall provide immediate benefits to

~any eligible person who is_in an emergency and shall refer the

emergency assistance recipient immediately to the department for
further assistance.

Each municipality shall make available emergency assistance
on_a continuous basis for 24 hours per day. Each municipality
shall designate an emergency assistance office where any person
may apply for emergency assistance during regqular business hours
and an emergency assistance telephone number throﬁgh which any
person may contact the overseer for emergency assistance when the
office is closed. Each municipality shall post publicly the

~location and hours of the emergency assistance office and the

. telephone number of the overseer.
b:”.‘§4355.‘ Access to offices

In any case when an applicant for general assistance or
emergency assistance is unable, due to illness, disability, lack

of transportation or lack of child care, to apply in person for
assistance, the department or the overgseer shall accept an
application by telephone subject to a visit to the applicant's
home with the consent of the applicant.

§4356. State oversight and reimbursement to municipalities

1. Departmental reimbursement. The department shall
reimburse each municipality for 100% of emergency assistance
benefits paid to recipients and for administrative _costs.
Reimbursement for administrative costs must be 10% of the
benefits paid by the municipality.

2. Review. The department shall review the administration

of emergency assistance in each municipality for compliance with
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Sec. 3. Effective date. Section 1 of this Act takes effect
January 1, 1992.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The bill abolishes the current system of municipal general
assistance and directs the Department of Human Servides to
adiminister a general assistance program through its regional
offices. Emergency relief continues to be provided by
municipalities but under rules set by the Department of Human
Services.

The bill givées £full financial responsibility for general
assistance and emergency assistance to the State.
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