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115th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION",1991 

Legislative Document No. 620 

H,P.437 Bouse of Repre~entatives, FebJ,llary 13, 1991 

Reference to the Committee on Human Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

~CF~ " 

EDWIN H. PERT, Cle:rlc 

Presented by Representative FARREN of Cherryfield. 
Cosponsored by SenatorVOSE of Washington, Representative BAILEY of Township 27 and 

Representative ORA Y of Sedgwick. 

STAmOF:MAJNE 

IN TBE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN BUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Require the State to .Admin.ister and ~inaBJ,ce the Ge~ 
Assistance Program. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.t. 22 MRSA c.1161, as amended, is repealed. 
4 

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA Pt. IV-A is enacted to read: 
6 

PART IV-A 
8 

NONCATEGORICAL ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS IN NEED 
10 

CHAPTER 1163 
12 

GENERAL ASSISTANCE AND EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
14 

§4351. Definitions 
16 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
18 indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

20 1. Basic necessities. "Basic necessities" means food, 
clothing, shelter, fuel, electricity, nonelective medical 

22 services as recommended by a physician, nonprescription drugs, 
telephone when it is necessary for medical reasons and any other 

24 essential service or commodity. 

26 

28 

30 

2. Eligible person. "Eligible person" means a person who 
is gualified to 'receive general assistance or emergency 
assistance under this chapter whether or not that person has, 
applied for general assistance or emergency assistance. 

3. Emergency. "Emergency" means any life-threatening 
32 situation or a situation beyond the control of the individual 

that, if not alleviated immediately, can reasonably be expected 
34 to pose a threat to the health or safety of a person. 

36 4. Emergency assistance. "Emergency assistance" means a 
service or commodity provided by a municipality to an eligible 

38 person to alleviate an emergency and does not mean continuing 
"grant-in-aid" or "categorical" assistance. 

40 
5. General assistance. "General assistance'" means a 

42 service or commodity provided by the department for the immediate 
aid of persons who are unable to provide the basic necessities 

44 essential to maintain themselves or their families and does not 
mean continuing "grant-in-aid" or "categorical" assistance. 

46 
6. Overseer. "Overseer" means an official designated by a 

48 municipality to administer an emergency assistance program. 

50 §4352. Programs established 

52 

54 

Beginning January 1, 1992, the department shall' provide 
general assistance directly to eligible persons through its 
regional and district offices and shall reimburse municipalities 
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for emergency assistance provided to eligible persons by those 
municipalities. 

§4353. Eligibility 

Residents of the State who lack basic necessities and who 
have no other means of providing them are eligible for general 
assistance. Residents of the State for whom the lack of basic 
necessities results in an emergency and who have no other means 
of alleviating the emergency are eligible for emergency 
assistance. The department shall adopt rules establishing 
eligibility standards for general assistance and emergency 
assistance. 

§4354. Emergency ass~stance program in each municipality 

Each municipality shall administer an emergency assistance 
program in accordance with rules adopted by the department. Each 
emergency assistance program shall provide immediate benefits to 
any eligible person who is in an emergency and shall refer the 
emergency assistance recipient immediately to the department for 
further assistance. 

Each municipality shall make available emergency assistance 
on a continuous basis for 24 hours per day. Each municipality 
shall designate an emergency assistance office where any person 
may apply for emergency assistance during regular business hours 
and an emergency assistance telephone number through which any 
person may contact the overseer for emergency assistance when the 
office is closed. Each municipality shall post publicly the 
locati'on and hours of the emergency assistance office and the 
telephone number of the overseer. 

§4355. Access to offices 

In any case when an applicant for general assistance or 
emergency assistance is unable. due to illness. disability. lack 
of transportation or lack of child care. to apply in person for 
assistance. the department or the overseer shall accept an 
application by telephone subject to a visit to the applicant's 
home with the consent of the applicant. 

§4356. State oversight and reimbursement to municipalities 

1. Deparbnental reimbursement.· The department shall 
reimburse each municipality for 100Qb of emergency assistance 
benefits paid to recipients and for administrative costs. 
Reimbursement for administrative costs must be 10 Qb of the 
benefits paid by the municipality. 

2. Review. The department shall review the administration 
52 of emergency assistance in each municipality for compliance with 
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this; .. chapJ~er .... This . r.eview. __ .musL.he made .. on .aregular basis. and 
may he .made.in r.eSpbnSe .. to. a .. cbinplaint£t.om .anype.rson. 

4 3._ ...... :V:iolation: .. penaity_ .. If the .depattment. finds .... any 
viOlation .. 6JL. __ this .... chaptet; ..... the .depadment .. ShalLno.t.Hy. the 

6 munldpali.ty that .... the. munlcip.aHt:t ... has. 3.0. days to. cott.ect. that 
violation. and ... the Clepar.tment.shail .. specHy what .action. mus.t be 

8 taken .in 6r.detJ~b .... achIeve ... Cbmpliance •..... The . muni:cipaHty ... shaH 
file .. a .pIan .with .. the .. department desciibing .. how iL.wIll.attain 

10cdmpHanceG __ .The. depat.tinenE .. slialL notify .the. municipality .. 1fthe 
pian is acceptable and that J.L.MilLreview.themunleipality for 

12 compliance __ .within... oO __ days.ofn accep.ting .... the ... plan ...... Any 
mUnicipaiity.thaL.falls.to ... ..t:ile. an ... acceptable.i?lan.w.1.th. __ the 

14 depadmenL.or .. that Is . in .. violation af ... this.chapter .. at .. the 
expitation.o£. .the .o.O.""day. pedod .. is. sUhj.ec.t to a .... civ.il penal.ty __ af 

10 nbt.lesJL thah... $50.0. paYable ... to the state.. .In. aClditionto ... the 
ci "if i L penal ty ;. __ the.depar-.tlrten L shaH wi.thhold.te imhUt seine n t to. any 

18 muniCipalItY-.n.that. is .. In __ violation .. o:E. .. this.chapter ... untiL .it 
reaches.compliance ... 

20 

22 

24 

20 

28 

30 

32 

§4357. Cooperation 

The. employer.. of.an. appiicantor-. __ o£. .. an .. appiicant-'.sfamily 
member.. .and any.. departmen.t., ..... bank; .. tr.usL .company; .... benef it. 
association, . insurance .. company. and safe .. tleposl.t. .. c.omp.any ... shaH 
supply ... information.t.hat.. ~s .. regues.t.ed .. hy. t.he.department .. nUL .a 
municipality .. fott.he .. put.pose!L.o£ .. est.ablishing .. _or. verifying.a 
per.son's.. eligJ.bU.i.t.y :E.or gene t.al .. as s1 stanCE! .... __ or. emet.g.ency 
assistance G. 

§4358. RectJ'Ver1ofexpenses 

The..department .. may ...... r.e.cOvet.. any .. general. assistance. or 
34 emetgency.assistanoe .in a. clviL.action ... againsLthe r.edipient;. any 

petson.liable for ... the .. recipient! s .. suppod .or ... the .. r-ecipient~.s 
30 estate .•. The . department .. may no.t .. t.ecove.t.gener.al assistance or 

emergenc¥.assist.ance ... iLas .. a r.es.Ul.t. of.. the .r.ecov.et.y;. the 
3 8r.ecipient. iLlikelt to.become eligible.f.or .general assis.tance.,. 

40 §43S9. Appeais 

42 Any municipaii.ty oi".petsorLwho .. is. aggrieved by .anyaction o.f 
.the .. department-or .any munieipaii ty ... pursuant.to this. section may 

44 appeal in .M.cordance.Mlth. Title . .5., chaptet.375. 

40 §4360 .•.. Rules 

48 The comtnissiohet . shall. adopt .rules ne.oessat.:¥ to .. impiement 
.this .. chapter L. The. tules.mtistspedfy at leas.t. the .following. 

50 
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1. _Maximum .. _levels of. assistance.. . The maximum levels. of 
assistance must set reasonable and. adequate standards sufficient 
to maintain hea1th.and decency. 

2 •..... Timely.eligibilitYdecision._ Relief. must .be .granted or 
denied to all applicants within _24 hours .of application. 

Sec. 3. Effective date. Section 1 of this Act takes effect 
January 1; 1992. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The bill abolishes the current system of municipal general 
assistance and directs the Department of Human Services to 
adininister a general assistance program through its regional 
offices. Emergency relief continues to be provided by 
municipalities but under rules set by: the Department of Human 
Services. 

The bill gives full financial responsibility for general 
assistance and emergency assistance to the State. 
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