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115th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1991 

Legislative Document No. 619 

H.P.436 House of Representatives, February 13, 1991 

Reference to the Connnittee on Business Legislation suggested and ordered printed. 

~C?.-M5I 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative SWAZEY of Bucksport. . 
Cosponsored by Representative. PINES of Limestone, Representative CONSTANTINE of 

Bar Harbor and Representative DUPLESSIS of Old Town. 
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STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act Regarding the Licensing ofNw:ses. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the St~lte of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.!. 32 MRSA §2202, as amended by PL 1985, c. 724~ §19, is 
4 further amended to read: 

6 §2202. Licenses; examination 

8 The applicant saall--ee is· r.equired to pass a written 
examination ins1::lsa ... subjects . del::!med necessary by the board 

10 aesessa!;y to determine the fitness of the applicant to practice 
professional nursing. Upon successfully passing s1::lea the 

12 examination, the board shall issue to the applicant a license to 
practice professional nursing as a registered nurse, the license 

14 to be in force-for a period of al:-.J.ea£-t. one year 1::lal:il--t.he-M~-t.£ 

elal:e-~--t.£€--1-i-ee-a.see- from the date of issuance. The initial 
16 license is renewable as provided in section 2206. 

. .. . 

1'8 Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §2206, as amended by PL 1989, c. 609, §§3 and 
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4, is further amended to read: 

§2206. Renewals 

The license of every registered nurse lieeaseel under this 
chapter saall--he--Feaeweel-~1-1y- is renewable every 3 years, 
except as otherwise provided. At least 30 days before the 3rd 
anniversary of l:aal:--pe!;sea.!.s--eil'l:a the issuance date of a 
registered nurse's present license, the board shall mail an 
application for renewal of license to each professional nurse who 
holds a valid licenser--wh-i-eh-. The application saall must be 

. mailed to the most recent address of that person as it a~pears on 
the records of the board. That person shall complete the renewal 
application and return it tri the board with a renewal fee of $~g 
iQQ before the 3rd anniversary of the issuance date of that 
person's ei!;l:a present license. Upon receipt of the application 
and fee, the board shall verify the accuracy of the application 
and issue to the applicant a certificate of renewal of license 
for l:ae-yeaF a period of 3 years, expiring on the 3rd anniversary 
of the applieaal:.!.s-eil'l:a date of issuance. 

40 Any registered nurse who fails to renew the license as 
provided may be reinstated by the board on satisfactory 

42 explanation for failure to renew the license and on payment of a 
reinstatement fee of $10, in addition to the current renewal fee. 

44 
Any· person practicing professional nursing during the time 

46 ais the person's license has lapsed saall--he- is considered an 
illegal practitioner and saall--he- i·s subject to the penalties 

48 provided for violations of this chapter. 

50 A person who is not engaged in professional nursing in the 
State saall is not ee required to pay a renewal fee for as long 

52 as ae the person does not practice, but shall notify the board of 
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his inactive status in writing. Prior to resumption of his the 
practice of professional nursing, that person sha~~--Be is 
required to notify the board and remit a renewal fee for the 
current aBBHa~ period. 

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §2252, as amended by PL 1985, c. 724, §25, is 
further amended to read: 

§2252. License; examination 

The applicant sha~~--Be is required to pass a written 
12 examination in sHeh subjects deemed necessary by the board 

BeeessaliY to determine the fitness of the applicant to practice 
14 practical nursing. Each written examination may be supplemented 

by an oral or practical examination. Upon successfully passing 
16 saeh the examination.L the board shall issue to the applicant a 

license to practice as a licensed practical nurse, that license 
18 to be in force EIi9f11--t£€--da-t-e---G-:E.-isSHe for a period of at--l-e-as-t 

one year HBti~--t-he--b-i-l:'-1:h--elate--e-t--t-he--~ieeBsee from the date of 
20 issuance. The initial license is renewable as provided in 

section 2255. 
22 

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §2255, as amended by PL 1989, c. 609, §§6 and 
24 7, is further amended to read: 

26 '§2255. Renewals 

28 The license of every practical nurse licensed under this 
chapter sha~~--be--~eRewe4-~l:-J:.y- is renewable every 3 years, 

30 except as otherwise provided. At least 30 days before the 3rd 
anniversary of that--~elis9B~s--Bilith the issuance date of a 

32 practical nurse's present license, the board shall mail an 
application for renewal of license to each practical nurse who 

34 holds a valid licenseT--wh-i-eh-. The application sha~~ must be 
mailed to the most recent address of the that person as it 

36 appears on the records of the board. That person shall complete 
the renewal application and return it to the board with a renewal 

38 fee of $69 .:flQQ before the 3rd anniversary of the issuance date of 
that person's Bilith present license. Upon receipt of the 

40 application and fee, the board shall verify the accuracy of the 
application and issue to the applicant a certificate of reriewal 

42 of license for the-yea~ a period of 3 years. expiring on the 3rd 
anniversary of the a~~~ieaBt~s-Bilith date of issuance. 

44 
Any practical nurse who fails to renew the license as 

46 provided may be reinstated by the board on satisfactory 
explanation for failure to renew the license and on payment of a 

48 reinstatement fee of $10, in addition to the renewal fee. 

50 Any person practicing nursing as a licensed practical nurse 
during the time his the person's license has lapsed sha~1-£e is 
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2 
considered an illegal practitioner and sha±±-ae is subject to the 
penalties provided for violations of this chapter. 

4 A person who is not engaged in practical nursing in. the 
State sha±± 12 not Be required to pay a renewal fee as long as he 

6 the person does not practice, but shall notify the board of h:i:s 
inactive status in writing prior to the expiration date of h:i:s 

8 that person's current license. Before the resumption of practice 
as a licensed practical nurse and transfer to active status, that 

10 person sha±±--be- is required to notify the board, complete a 
renewal application and remit the current renewal fee. 

12 

14 STATEMENT OF FACT 

16 Currently, registered nurses and practical nurses must renew 
their licenses every year. This bill provides a 3 year renewal 

18 period. Also, the licensing fee has been adjusted to reflect the 
longer licensing period. 

20 
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