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FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1991

Legislative Document | No. 617
H.P. 434 House of Representatives, February 13, 1991

Reference to the Committee on Housing and Economic Development suggested and ordered

s fost—

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative GWADOSKY of Fairfield.
Cosponsored by Representative GOODRIDGE of Pittsfield and Representative POULIN of

Oakland.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-ONE

An Act to Facilitate Economic Growth Compatible with the Maine
Environment.
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Be it enacted by the People oﬁ‘;‘the State of Maine as follows:

38 MIRSA c. 2, sub-c. I, an‘ﬂ: 1 1s enacted to read:

Article 1

Envirommental Project Development Unit

established

The Environmental Project Development Unit, referred to in
this article as the "unit." is established within the department.

1. Establlshment; eligibility. The un1t shall foster the
creation and expansion of small bu51nesses 1n the State in a
manner compatible with env1ronmental laws by ellmlnatlnq
unnecessary delays and costs for e11q1ble small businesses
undertaking ‘projects that -must receive Dermlts qranted by the
board. The unit shall work with new and expandlnq small

fbu51nesses in the State to coordlnate Qro;ect rev1ew and permit

procedures, to identify areas where standardlzatlon of desighs or
procedures can reduce delays and to provide technical and

administrative assistance in matters relating to Dro1ect

' Qg_vglgp.m.eg.t_-

For the purpose of this article, an eligible business is a
business that has:

A. Twentz or fewer full- t1me egulvalent employees( or

B. Annual gross_revenues of $2¢500¢000 or less.

~2.  Duties. The unit shall:

A. Identlfv the -most .common types of pro1ects submltted to -

the board for rev1ew and develop,b whenever possible,
standardized de51gns for those projects;

B. Coordinate the departmental review and permit process
for gro:ects submltted by ellglble businesses;

€. . .Provide . technical and . administrative assistance to
eligible businesses in _matters relating to project
development and project review by the board:

D. Provide technical and administrative assistance to
eligible businesses .in a manner that reduces the cost of
project development for those businesses Jleast capable of
affording such costs and reduces the time required for

review of those projects:
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E. Work w1th eligible bu51nesses to determlne whether or
not Dro1ects quallfv for Dermlt by. rule under sectlon 344,

subsectlon 7. If the unlt dgtermlngs that a_project is

ellglble for germlt by ruleg the unlt shall work with the
bu51ness to faC111tate that Qermlt processz and

F. By July 1, 1992 develop and propose to the board for
ado ion rules overn1n rm1t by _rule rocedures for
permits and llcenses 1ssuéd under _the site location of
development, coastal wetlands and great pond laws.

§350-A. Fees
By January 1, 1992, the unit shall propose to the board a

schedule of fees Davable bv the e11q1ble bus1ness for services
provided by the unit under this artlcle. __Such a fee schedule

must be on a s11d1ng~scale ba51s, degendlng upon the gross annual

revenues and the aross liguid assets of the bu51ness.

§350fB3 Prohibitions

The un1t may not adopt any rule and 1s not vested with anv

gro;ect apgroval or permlttlng powers.
§350-C. Report to Legislature

The commissioner shall report to the joint standing

commlttee of the Leglslature hav1ng jurlsdlctlon over enerqgy and
natural resource matters by Januarv 1, 1992 on the progress of
the unit. That report must include a suhmarzwef'the most common
types of grogects subm1tted to the board as 1dent1f1ed by the
unit and a summary of the standardlzed recommendatlons developed

by the un1t.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill creates the Environmental Project Development Unit
within the Department of Env1ronmental Protection. The unit is
established to provide technical and administrative assistance to
small businesses undertaklng projects that require departmental
review. The identification and the elimination of unnecessary
delays in the review and permlttlng of progects by the State,
witheut compromising established environmmental standards, are
essential for economic development in the State. The unit will
identify the types of projects most commonly submitted to the
Board of Environmental Protection and will propose to the board
methods for standardizing those projects. The unit will also
develop and propose to the board, for adoption, rules that allow
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F6f perfit by rule under the site locatioh of development,
codastal Wetlards and great pond laws. The assistance prov1déd €0
small ‘businesses by the wunit and thé adeptien 8f Fules
establlshlng expandéd permlt by ruie adthorlty for the department
are. 1ntended to ellmlnate unnecessary delays 1n tﬁe permltting

8tate s HAatural résourdes.
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