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115th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1991 

Legislative Documelllt No. 616 

H.P.433 House of Representatives, February 13, 1991 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed. 

ZdC?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative ERWIN of Rumford. 
Cosponsored by Senator TWITCHELL of Oxford, Representative BENNETT of Norway and 

Representative BARTH of Bethel. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Establish a Budget Advisory Committee in Oxford County . 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the JPeopB~ of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 30·A MRS A c. 3, sub-c. JI, filrst 2 lines are repealed and the 
4 following enacted in their p+ace: 

6 SUBCB.APTER I 

8 TAX ASSESSMENT AND BUDGET PROCESS 

10 Sec. 2. 30.-A MRS A c. 3, sub-c. JI, art. 9 is enacted to read: 

12 Article 9 
OXFORD C<JUliITY BUDGET COMMI".I."TEE 

14 
§811. Budget: appropriations and approv~l 

16 
Nutwithstanding . sections 2, 701 and 702, in Oxford Count:Y 

18 the county commissioners may appropriate monel" according to a 
budget that must be prepared by the Oxford County Budget Advisory 

20 Committee. A unanimous vote of the county commissioners is 
requ~red to change the budget as presented by the Oxford County 

22 Budget Advisory Committee. 

24 §812. Adviso~ committee 

26 

28 

This section establishes the Oxford County Budget Advisory 
Committee. 

1. Appoinbnent. Each county commissioner shall. appoint a 
30 municipal officer from the commissioner's respective county 

commissioner district prior to September 15th of every year. 
32 

2. Municipal officer elections. Before September 15th of 
34 every year, the county commissioners shall notify all municipal 

officers to caucus by county commissioner district at a specified 
36 date, time and place for the purpose of electing 2 municipal 

officers from each district as members of the county budget 
38 advisory committee. The county commissioner shall serve as 

nonvoting moderator for that district caucus. Nominations must 
40 be received from the floor. The .. 2 . nominees receiving the most 

votes are the budget advisory committee members. The names of 
42 those elected by the, caucus must be recorded and forwarded to the 

county commissioners. 
44 

3. Vacancy: replacement. If a budget advisory committee 
46 member ceases to be a municipal officer during the term of 

membership, the committee member vacates membership and a 
48 replacement must be appointed by the county commissioners from 

the district in which the vacancy occurred. 
50 

Page 1-LRl177(1) 

J 
./ 

) 

) 



(----\ 
} ) 

( 

~~ 

4. Municipal officer; definition. The term "municipal 
2 officer L " as it refers to the Oxford County Budget Advisory 

Committee in this section, _means a s~lectman or council member. 
4 

§S73. Budget process 
6 

~~~ring. The Oxford County Commissioners shall 
8 h.Qld, one Qr fine public. hearings on the bud,g~t estimate befQre 

November 1st of each year. 
10 

2. Bugg.et estimatf;!; submission to budget adviso.~ 

12 committee. The Oxford County Commissioners shall submit a budget 
estimate for the coming year to the budget advisory committee no 

14 later than November 1st of each year. The budget advisory 
committee shall review the budget estimate and prepare the 

16 budget. The budget must be presented to the county commissioners 
before December 1st of each year. The county commissioners shall 

18 act on the budget in a timely fashion, not later than December 
15th of the year preceding the budget year. 

20 
3. Final budget; filing. A copy of the final budget must 

22 be filed on forms approved by- the Department of Audit. The State 
Auditor shall retain the bUdget for 3 years. 

24 
4. Interim budget. If the budget is not approved before 

26 the start of the fiscal year, the county must operate on an 
interim budget that does not exceed the budget of the previous 

28 year until a final budget is adoJ;!.ted. 

30 §S74. Officers' salaries 

32 The county commissioners shall set the salaries of all 
county officers with the exception of their own. The salaries of 

34 the county commissioners are set by the budget advisory committee. 

36 STATEMENT OF FACT 

38 This bill establishes and provides the selection process for 
the Oxford County Budget Advisory Committee. The bill also sets 

40 forth the process of budget hearings, review and submission. 
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