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115th MAl EL GISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSIONm1991 

Legislative DocuJment No.5SB 

H.P.405 House of Representatives, February 13, 1991 

Reference to the Committee on Legal Mfairs suggested and ordered printed. 

;5£C?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

_ Presented by Representative KERR of Old Orchard Beach. 
Cosponsored by Representative WATERMAN of Buxton, Representative HEINO of 

Boothbay and Senator DUTREMBLE of York. 

STATE OF MAlINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Amend the Public Drirddng Laws . 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enaded! by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
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Sec. 1. 17 MRSA §2003-A, SQlIb-§2, as repealed and replaced by 
4 PL 1985, c. 474, is amended to read: 
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2. 
person: 

Crime. A person is guilty of public drinking if the 

A • A ~ t e lE''''; --be-inq- - -f-e-r-bi-dful.n- - t e - -Qe; - -5{)- - peo£' .seiB:a.J..J. Y"'"" -:By - -a- - .J.-aw 
eB~elE'eemeBt--&f-f-i~.,--he--a~iBk5 Drinks liquor in any public 
place knowing that he the person is not licensed or 
privileged to do so, unless he the person has been given 
permission to do s.O by the owner orauthoriz.ed personr-elE' ..... 

gT--~~~~-a-~~-i~-i~~.,-~he--£o£'4~k.s--~~r-iB-~-pHb±ie 

p ± ae e - .-o-t.-hei:- - .t.ll..aB- -Goa - -s-t.-a-t-e- -plE'epe lE' ty - -w-i-t-h-in- - .J..§.Q- -:E.e.e-& - -&f--a 
Betiee-pe5.t.ea-£tH'l.s¥i£~tH,t.s.J.y--i-n--t-he--pub-1-i-o---p-1-aGe--:By-1;lie-ewBelE' 

e lE' - -aut-ho-r-~ - pe lE' sea- -wh-i-ah- -:Ee lE' bias - -dr-ink-ing- - ± i~He lE' --in- - the 
pHb±ie-.F:l-a£~':-un-1e-s-s-.;..he-ll..a.s--been---q.i-ve.a-pe~mi55ieB~~-€>---oo"':'se 
by-the-eWBelE'-elE'-aHthelE'isea-pelE'SeaT 

22 Sec. 2. 17-A §854, sub-§l, ,A, as amended by PL 1989, c. 401, 
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Pt. B, §6, is further amended to read: 

A •. In a public place: 

(1) . The. actor engages in a sexual act, as defined in 
section 251; elE' 

(2) The actor knowingly exposes the actor's genitals 
under' circumstances that, in fact;. are. likely to' cause' 
affront or alarm; or 

(3) The actor urinates; or 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The purpose of this bill is to facilitate enforcement of the 
public drink~ng laws and to expand the public, indecency laws. 

Under current law, a person is guilty of public drinking if, 
afterb-eing forbidden to do so by a law enforcement officer, that 
person drinks liquor in: a . Ptlb:Lic .··place ···without·authorized 
permission, or if that person drinks liquor in a public place 
within a municipality within 150 feet of a notice prohibiting 
such drinking. This bill amends the law to provide that a person 
is guilty of public drinking if that person, without authorized 
permission, drinks liquor in a public place knowing that such 
drinking is forbidden. The bill also expands the public 
indecency laws to prohibit urination in public. 
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