MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




R

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

L.D. 493

(Filing No. S5-93 )

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTIEE AMENDMENT "a " to S.P. 184, L.D. 493, Bill, "An
Act to Improve Consumer Access to Physical Therapy Services"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

‘Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §453 is amended to read:

§453. Legally licensed practitioners of other schools or
professions not affected

Nothing in this chapter shall may be construed to restrain
or restrict amy legally licensed physieian physiciansg, surgeen
surgeons, deantist dentists, osteepath osgteopaths. physical
therapists or mBurse purses in the practice of his--e=z~-her

professien their professions; nor shail does this chapter apply
to masseurs in their particular sphere of 1labor who publicly

represent themselves as such; nor to any commissioned medical
officer in the United States Army or Public Health Service in the
performance of his their duties as such; nor to prohibit
gratuitous service or the rendering of assistance to emergency
cases.

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §3113, as amended by PL 1983, c. 468, §10, is
repealed.

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §§3113-A and 3113-B are enacted to read:
113.-A, Li 3 : 1imi i d excepti
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENTvﬂf%" to S.P. 184, L.D. 493

STATEMENT OF FACT

Under current law, physical therapists may only practice
upon referral of a physician. The original bill removed this
restriction.

This amendment places the following restrictions on direct
access to physical therapists. The amendment:

1. Allows physical therapists to practice manipulation when
in the scope of the practice of physical therapy. It requires
referral by a doctor of medicine, chiropractic or osteopathy in
order to practice manipulative thrust on the vertebrae of the
spine;

2. Prohibits medical diagnosis:

3. Requires referral by the physical therapist to a doctor
of medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, dentistry or chiropractic when:

A. The patient's condition exceeds the scope of practice of
physical therapy;

B. A patient shows no improvement within 30 days:; and

c. Treatment is required beyond 120 days, unless
consultation is obtained; and

4, States that an employer is not liable to the employee
under the Workers' Compensation Act £for physical therapist
charges, unless the employee was referred to the therapist by a
doctor.

Reported by Senator Baldacci for the Committee on Business
Legislation. Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to Senate

Rule '12.
(4/24/91) ' (Filing No. S-93)
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