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FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1991

Legislative Document B : No. 394

H.P. 274 House of Representatives, February 6, 1991

Reference to the Committee on Business Legislation suggested and ordered printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative STEVENS of Bangor.
Cosponsored by Representative GURNEY of Portland, Representatlve SHELTRA of
Biddeford and Senator MA’ITHEWS of Kennebec. :

STATE OF MAINE

- INTHE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-ONE

An Act to Amend the Charitable Solicitations Act.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine abs follows:
Sec. 1. 9 MRSA §5005,sub-§4 is enacted to read:

4, Campaign reports. The commissioner shall adopt rules

for a fund-raising report that the charitable organization must
f11e w1th the commlgglgngr w1§h1n 30 gzg Q g e completion of a
g 3 : c blish

:”guldellngs QS to what activities congtltute a._charitable

fund-raising campaign. The report must state:
A. The total charitable contribution dollars collected
during the fund raising: and

B. OQut of the contributions collected during the fund
‘raising campaign, the total dollars that have been or will
be expended for:

(1) Progrem services:
2 The fund-raising campaign: and

~(3) Management.
Sec.2. 9 MRSA §5017 is enacted to read:

. 35017. Misrepresentations; use of name

Charitable organizations, commercial coventures,

‘ ﬁprofe551onal fund-raising counsel and Drofe551onal solicitors,
“when” sollc1t1ng contributions for an 4 charltable purpose, are

prohibited from:

"1.  Unfair or deceptive _practices. Using unfair or

deceptive practices, including material misrepresentations to
prospective contributors: or ’

2. Use of name. Using the name of any other person or

organization without the exgress wrltten permission of the person
or organlzatlon, S

 STATEMENT OF FACT

ThlS b111 prohlblts the use of unfalr or deceptlve practices
in the course of 5011c1t1ng charitable contributions. The bill
specifically prohibits material misrepresentations to potential
contributors. This bill also prohibits the use of any person's
or organization's name in the course of fund raising unless:
expressly authorized in writing by that person or organization.
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Charitable organizations are also required to file with the
Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation within 30

"days of completion of a fund-raising campaign a report describing

the amount  of charitable solicitations received and the
percentage used for charitable purposes.
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