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115th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1991 

Legislative Docmnent No. 380 

S.P.168 Received by the Secretary, February 5,1991 

Submitted by the Department of Labor pursuant to Joint Ru1e 24. 
Reference to the Committee on Labor suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator GILL of Cumberland 

9rfJtYlkJ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Cosponsored by Senator ESTY of Cumberland, Representative HASTINGS of Fryeburg and 
Representative RUHLIN of Brewer. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Amend the Appointment Process for the Panel ofMediatms. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the' State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.!. 26 MRSA §892, a:; .amended by PL 1983, c. 812, §160, is 
4 further amended to read: 

6 §S92. Panel 

8····· '. ':Apanel of lTIediators, as est'ablished by .Title. 5; sec.tion 
. '. ' -: :"., . . , . .' ..,':" .. ". ~ ~ . . :. . t; . 'I 

·lagg~ 120Q4...,B,. subsectlon . .3, to con!:ast . of' not le:;s than .. 5 nor 
10 more than 10 impartial members, saa±± !!!.lJ&!;. be appointed by the 

GovernorT--w-i-t.-b---t-he--ae ... iee-a;ae--c-onsent--e-:E.-·Uie-~-l~ from time 
12 to time upon the expiration of the terms of the several members, 

for terms of 3 years .,±,aey-saa,l,l-Be--e£-e-sen--by--t.-he-~-n<H:'--f-r-om--a-
14 ±istT--ee;a.t~i;aJ.BI§r~,a.t--ka&t":'-§'-t,imes--as-maB:y--name-s--as-:-1:be--:abHn:ee.:r;:.-e~ 

pe~seBs--t.~~-eheseBT-~~-i~~-±east-~~-a--yea~--by---t-he- The 
16 Maine Labor... Rela.tions Board shall supply to the Governor 

nominations for filling vacancies. Vacancies occurring during a 
IS- term saa±±--be are filled for the unexpired term. Members of the 

j?,anelsha.±±:"'Be--e-e~-sa~-e.Q are entitled to compensation according 
20 to the'pr"ovisions of Title 5, chapter 379. The costs for services 

rendered and expenses incurred by the panel saa±±-Be are paid by 
22 the State from an appropriation for saie the panel which saaH 

must be iricitided i~ the budget of the Maine Lab~r Relations 
24 Board. Authorization for services rendered and expenditures 

incurred by members of the panel saa±±--be is the responsibility 
26.> of. the EX:ecutive.Director of the Maine Labor Relations Board. 

28 Sec. 2. 26 MRSA §965, sub-§2, 1[C, as amended by PL 1987, c. 
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468, §§2 and '4, is further amended to read: 

C. A panel of mediators, to consist of not less than 5 nor 
morE! . than 10 impartial members, saa±± must be appointed by 

, the 'Governor 'from time to time upon the expiration of the 
terms of the several members, for terms of 3 years. '±'hey 
saa±±-~~-ay-~he-~-n<H:'--:E.~-a--l-i~~-~&E&~&~~-at 

...... ± e a8·t':".§:..: .:t-iffie.s--as- -HI aBY,,,,, B-ame-s- -as- -t:h:e- - B l:URse ~ - -e-f-~-s<m5- -t,e. - ae' 
eaeSeBT-SQPp,liee-a~--l~-~~~~~-~~ The Maine Labor 
Relations Board shall suppiy to the Governor nominations for 
filling vacancies. Vacancies occurring during a term saa±± 
ae are filled for the unexpired term. Members of the panel 
saa±±-eaea-.£e-eeJ.-veare entitled to $100 a day beginning July 
1, 1988, fortae:i~ services for the time actually employed 
in the discharge of their official duties and saaH also 
~eeeive--taei~ are entitled to traveling and all other 
riecessary expenses'. . The cost·s· for' services rendered and 
expenses incurred by members of .the .panel of mediators saa±± 
'ae ar'e paid. by 'the Statefor'those medlatioricises not 
exceeding 3 days in length from an appropriation for the 
panel which shaH must be inC! tided in the budget of the' 
PQa±ie-E~-ey€€-s Maine Labor Relations Board. Any costs for 
services rendered and expenses incurred by the panel of 
mediators beyond the 3rd mediation day per case saa±± must 
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be shared equally by the parties to the proceedings, except 
that on a showing by either party that the payment would 
impose undue financial hardship, the executive director may 
waive all or part of the obligation. The amount waived shall 

I must be paid from the aseve-meRtaienea appropriation. 
Authorization for services rendered and expenditures 
incurred by members of the panel shall---be is the 
responsibility of the Executive Director of the Maine Labor 
Relations Board. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

Because of a shortage ,of trained, experienced mediators, the 
Maine Labor Relations Board at times has been unable to provide 
the Governor with sufficient viable candidates to fill' 
vacancies. This bill removes the requirement that 5 names be 
submitted to the Governor for each vacancy to ensure that only 
well-qualified persons appear on the list from which the Governor 
makes a selection. 
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