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L.D. 339

(Filing No. H-197 )

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/¢3' to H.P. 248, L.D. 339, Bill, "An
Act to Establish the State of Maine Credit Card"

Amend the bill by sﬁriking everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its

place the following:

‘Sec. 1. 5MRSA ¢. 17 is enacted to read:

ir nts. Within 1 d f the eff ive
date of this chapter, the Commissioner of Finance shall issue a
reguest for proposals for a state environm redi
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

" to H.P. 248, L.D. 339
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "7 " to H.P. 248, L.D. 339

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§21-A is enacted to read:

21-A, Natural Expenses 5 MRSA
Environment: Resources Only §362
S Protecti
Resources Fund
Advisory
Committee

Sec. 3. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from the
Natural Resources Protection Fund to carry out the purposes of
this Act.

1991-22 1992-93
FINANCE, DEPARTMENT OF

Natural Resources Protection Fund

All Other $3,000 $125,000

Provides authorization for
expenditures from the fund of
$3,000 in the first year for
expenses o©0f the advisory
committee members and costs
associated with establishing
and auditing the fund and in
the 2nd year for project
expenditures authorized under
this Act, advisory committee
member expenses and auditing
expenses.

FISCAL NOTE
| ' 1991-92 1992-93

APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
Other Funds $3,000 $125,000

This bill authorizes the State to establish a
state-sponsored credit card and dedicates the proceeds from the
credit card program to the Natural Resources Protection Fund.
The Department of Finance would incur some minor additional
administrative costs to contact financial institutions. These
costs could be absorbed within existing budgeted resources.
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Reported by the Majority of the Committee on Banking and Insurance
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/7" to H.P. 248, L.D. 339

Allocations of $3,000 in fiscal year 1991-92 and $125,000 in
fiscal year 1992-93 are included. However, no funds may be
expended unless there are sufficient dedicated revenues generated
by the program. The amount of these revenues, which depend on
the volume of sponsored credit card sales and the negotiated fee
or commission to be paid to the State, can not be determined at
this time.'

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment requires the Commissioner of Finance to issue
a request for proposals for the state envirommental credit card
within 180 days of the effective date of the legislation. It
restricts the list of institutions that will be eligible to bid
on the credit card program to financial institutions and credit
unions organized under Maine law. This will restrict the credit
card terms to Maine law a maximum $12 annual fee and 18% per
annum interest.

This amendment dedicates all income from the environmental
credit card to the Natural Resources Protection Fund, a
nonlapsing fund used to protect or acquire critical wildlife
habitats, acquire public lands, protect threatened or endangered
species, restore and protect 1lakes, wetlands and the marine
enviromment and provide public education and information about
the enviromment. A fund management committee administers the
fund and may accept gifts, grants, bequests, appropriations and
allocations. An advisory committee reviews the activities of the
fund and makes recommendations to the fund management committee.

An allocation is provided to allow the fund to spend money
in the first 2 years. This money comes from income to the fund
from the credit card program and does not require or utilize any
appropriation.

The amendment adds a fiscal note which shows that the credit
card program will not require an appropriation. All costs will
be paid from the fund income itself. The allocation is to allow
fund money to be spent.

House
(4/29/91) (Filing No. H=-197)
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