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115th MAl ELEGISLATU E 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1991 

. Legislative Document No. 310 

H.P.219 House of Representatives, February 5,1991 

Reference to the Committee on Legal Affairs suggesteq and ordere<i printed. 

z;;e(?~ 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative MARSH of West Gardiner. 
Cosponsored by Senator GAUVREAU of Androscoggin, Representative PLOURDE of 

Biddeford and Rep.resentative HASTINGS of Fryeburg. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY -ONE 

An Act to Estab~ ~.Primary El~QDS. 
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Be fit ell1acted! by the People of the:Shd.e of MaRlI1e as follows: 

Sec. 1. 21aA MIRSA §3;34!,'as;~nacted by PL1985, c. 161, §6, is 
amended to read:'" . 

§334. Qualification of candidate for primary nomination 

.... ::.'.. ~'A iCandidate"tor '. nomln~ation bi, prlnii3.ry eleoi:.ionj niu8tfile a 
ptim~'ry;' petitibh and ,coris~rit under" sections' 335'<3.nd:'33'6. Re" The 
candidate must be enrolled, on or before AFFil July 1st, in the 
party named in the petition and must be eligible to file a 
petition as a candidate for nomination by primary election under 
section, .1~4, . stlb,sl"!~tlon 3 ':, .. The :.' r~gistra~ in. t~e candidate's 
municipai'ityof . hi!sidencemust • certify" to that fact upon the 
petition. 

Sec. 2. 21 aA MlRSA §335, sUlb-§§6 all1d! 8, as enac te.d byPL19 85, 
c. l6l~ §6, are amended to. read: " 

, ': : .~ . -

6. When signed. 
JaBya~~,:A~dl, +st, of. the 

A petition may not be signed before 
election .year ·.in 'which, it is to be used. 

'. 8.. When filed. A primary petition must be filed in the 
'~-'offic'e of the Sec'r:etary of State before 5 p.m. on AFlO=il July 1st 

';'of t;hEi,electi~ri year in which it is to be used. 

i :i\ ~e~ .• ;3.21~A,lV,I~SA §339, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, § 6 , is 
amended' to read': 

:\ .. .. 

§33\~ " .. ,Time "il:D:d na~¥re: .,of e:lection 

The primary electiori saall must be held on the 2nd Tuesday 
of. ,:j:YBe September of each general election year and· is considered 
to be a separate election for each party waiea that takes part in 
it. This includes th~,dutie.s',o:f 'public officials in announcing 
the election, providing" forms 'and ballots, keeping records and 
any other matter necessary, to effect the purpose of a primary 
election. A primary election saall must be conducted the same as 
the general elec~ioJl7: a? :ne~rlY ;aspr·act;.iepble, for each party. 

,~-\.:::'. >, ,~: ~:., .. ~. '::.;i, "':: 

Sec. 4. 'i1'-A.MRSA §340, sUba§l, as' enacted by PL 1987, c. 423, 
.. §3, i.s amepded to read: 

1. Notice to ,Se?retary ,of ::St~t:e., < No..l~,t~r. than ,F!eBlO=yalO=Y 
May 1st of the ele~t'ion ye~r :e~c'h political' party' eligible to 
p,articipate in a primary election shall notify. the, Secretary of 
State of the enrollment qualifications, subject to the 
restrictions in section 144, for voters eligible to vote in that 
party's primary. If no notice is received by that date, only 
voters enrolled in a political party may vote in that party's 
primary. 
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Sec. 5. 21-A MRSA §354, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, 
§6, is amended to read: 

6. When signed. A nomination petition may not be signed 
before JaHRary April 1st of the election year in which it is to 
be used. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill changes the date of primary elections in Maine 
from the 2nd Tuesday in June to the 2nd Tuesday in September. 
The dates for signing and filing primary petitions are also 
changed to maintain the same amount of time between the signing 
and filing of the petition 'and the primary as under current law. 

The bill also changes the date for signing nomination 
petitions for unenrolled candidates to correspond wi th :the dates 
of signing petitions for enrolled candidates. 
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