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LegiSlative Document No. 281 

H.P.lSS House of Representatives, February 2, 1991 
. - . ':. _ '. :'~'. .~. --. i : "; 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested, and ordered printed. 
'* ""; • 

&£ .. ,.'. ··CE· .~ . - . .' ~ 

• ,: 'j, ' 

. EDWIN H>PERT, :Clerk 

Presented by Representative FOSS of Yannouth. 
Cosponsored by Representative SMALL of Bath, Representative REED of Falmouth ana 

Senator CAHILL of Sagadahoc.· . -

'. :.:.'. 

STATE· OF MAINE 
. ",: 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD' .".' ,0"",, '.' . ." 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY.:.ONE ' .'. ;'.f>-":! 

::. :;. 

.~ .'. ~; •. ' . ~ :. '_. ~; ';..: i.i -

RF..SOLUTION~ PrOpOsing an AIi1eIidmenUo the ConstitutiOiiofMaine' 
to Require That Local Units of Government Be ReiinbtitSed for tI:ie Costs 
Incuned m,. Executing State-man~ Programs· 
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Constitutional am~n~~·~'!t~.'~ESOLV:ED: Two thirds 
branch of the Legls1'atu'rec·:.::·concurrlng, that the 
amendment to the Constitti~t'i~'n"6lMaine be proposed: 

'~' .. ~·t' .. ~:{:;-.- -.. ' ':n 
Constitution, Art. IX, §21 is enacted to read: 

of each 
following 

,,'_ Section 21. Prohibition of state mandates: reimbursement of 
; CettiiiJ· sdite frtandates.' The £;egisiature, Exetudve, Departrt\ent or 

,,'.".--...:: " .... ii.- " .. :'" ';..' ~: . .~ " ::C.' .':_ :- ~ '~., . .• ;,:. ~ ... ". • . :; •• 

. ' any ~agency of-the' StatE! 'may' not .' repeal: amend 'Qr enact a,'-law or 
rule that imposes a new or expanded requirement on a local unit 
of government if that requirement causes an expenditure by a 
combination of local units of government or a single local unit 
of government.' ,in' ·.excess . of $100,.000 per, year, unless the 
Legisla·tu~e:"· cinriuaiiy " ~'eimbutse~ :those local'~' hn'its for those 
expenditures. 

. ~. -. .' 

.·Constitutional'referendum procedure; form of question; effective 
date. Resolved: That the city aldermen, town selectmen and 
pl:antati6n:. Ci.Ei,s,essors:.of . this ,State !ihal1. notify: theinhab~tants 
of.their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, in the 

" ITlanp.er" prescribed by law for holding a statewide election, at a 
'·~:s.t-a.te}'lide election, on the Tuesday following the first Monday of 
'. N'ov~inbei' following the passage of this resolution, to vote upon 

the ratification of the amendment proposed in this resolution by 
vot.lng3upbri the following question: 

"Shall the Constitution Of ·Maine, be amengeq.~ .to .r:equire that" 
30,!~ ,:;. ... ":';; loca.:1!·; Un,i,ts ,o:f, . gp-verinnent pe. reimbursed" f9r .. any costs ,in 

excess of $100,000 per year incurred in ,~xeCuting' ~:t9-te': lawl? .-' . . . -."' 

32 or rules?" 

34 The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall 
vote by ballot on this qu~st.).on-; and shall designate their choice 

36 by a cross or check mark placed within the corresponding square 
below the word . "Yes!' ·or "No." The ballots shall be received, 

38 sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation 
meetings and rebir,ns ina,de 'to.tlle SE;!£Cretary of State in the same 

40 manner asTvote;s~' for> memoers of,' ,the·\Legi~lature. The Governor 
shall review the returns and, if it appears that a majority of 

4·2 ·-..·the -legal. voters·· are in .. favor ~ .of .. the .. ame.ndment, .. the Governor:,. 
shall proclaim that fact without delay and the amendment shall 

44 begem.e ':,'pa·d.\:;d:f;. t,h.e:.€onst.itutipn"j>n, .tl::J,e, .date of .the .. p~dJ::lqmation; 
:ianc:i·~bet:.it':~ fur.tile.r >:,;;~i;.. '.;'.~;.',., '..:" . ':"">' 

46 

.. 4·8 .. · 

50 

Secretary of Sta~~' j~h~J '~:'~~~p~~.~ :'~bai~ots:j> R;s~i;~d: ,',. That the 

"--' SeeFeEary--o·f State .. shall prepa-re .andfurnish. to e.ach. city, town 
and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of this resolution 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this referendum. 
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STATEMENT OF FACT . , ". 

4 
This constitutional resolution requires that the Legislature 

6 reimburse local units of government for any expenditures over 
$100,000 incurred by the local unit as a result of any state law 

8 or rule. 
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