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2 otherw1sef

Be it enacted by the People f thé;FStiﬁte of Maine as follows:
17 MRSA §2003-B i _to read:

2003-B. Drinking in motdr“;éhicl s
1. Definitions. As used in this §ectlgqﬁ unless the context

1nd1cates, f’i’thei" fgllow1ncx terms "have E thg follow1nq
meaﬁings. e R + oo

A. "Motor vehicle" has the same definition as set forth in
Title 2 ction 1, s ion 7.

B. “"Open container” means not having “a cap, stopper or
other cover in place.

C. "Public place' means:

(2):‘Privaté“wév or bafkin& area, physically adiécént
"-to-a public way and designed primarily for vehicular
7traff1c. '

2. ‘Grimé.l A person is gqguilty of drinking in a motor
-yehicle if:after being forbidden to do so personally by a law

fenforcement officer, the person, knowing that the person is not

licensed or privileged to do so, drinks ligquor whlle in a motor
vehicle that is located in a.publlc glace. L :

Ev1dence. The 9 sse551on of an open contalner of llguor

in. a xnotor vehicle Jlocated in .a public place is prima facie

ev1dence thgt the person in possession of the open container
violated this sectiom. .. = . . woeocy”

4. Violation. Violation of this section is a Class E crime,

 STATEMENT OF FACT .

- The purpose.of this bill is to criminalize drinking. liquor
in a motor vehicle. It is modeled on the public drinking law.

Foa e

The prohibition on drinking -liquor in a motor vehicle
applies to all persons in  the. vehicle, regardless. of who is
driving. It applies to motor vehicles located on public ways or
on private ways or parking areas adjacent to public ways.

To be chargéd with the crime of drinking in a motor vehicle, -

the person first must have been warned by a law enforcement
officer to stop drinking in a motor vehicle. Possession of an
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(ﬂv open liquor container in 'a motor vehicle in a public place is
e 2 prima facie evidence that the person in possession is drinking
liquor in the motor vehicle.

Drinking in a motor vehicle is a Class E crime.
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