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L.D. 274

(Filing No. S-18 )

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

SENATE AMENDMENT " H" to H.P. 192, L.D. 274, Bill, "An Act
to Make Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the
Expenditures of State Govermment for the Fiscal Year Ending June
30, 1991 and to Change Certain Provisions of the Law"

Amend the bill by striking out all of Part EE and inserting
in its place the following:

- *PARTEE

Appropriation. The following funds are appropriatéd from
the General Fund to carry.out the purposes of this Part.

1990-91
F INANCE, DEPARTMENT OF
Maine Rainy Day Fund
Unallocated $24,000,000

Provides funds as a result of a
deappropriation in general purpose aid for
local schools to carry out the purposes of
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section
1513, subsection 1. These funds must be
available during fiscal year 1991-92 and
fiscal year 1992-93.'

Further amend the bill by inserting ‘before the emergency
clause a new Part to read:

'PART GG
Sec. GG-1. 5 MRSA §1513, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1985, c.

448, is amended to read:
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SENATE AMENDMENT "“/7T " to H.P. 192, L.D. 274

1. Maine Raimy Day Fund. The State Controller shall at the
close of each fiscal year transfer from the unappropriated
surplus of the General Fund to the Maine Rainy Day Fund an amount
not to exceed 1/2 the excess of total General Fund revenues
received over accepted estimates in that fiscal year. No accepted
revenue estimate shall may be increased after adjourmnment of each
First Regular Session of the Legislature except as provided. For
the first year of the biennium, revenue estimates for the 2nd
year of the biennium may be adjusted once during the Second
Regular Session of the Legislature. Accepted revenue estimates
may be increased fof_ other fiscal periods only if 1/2 of the
increase is appropriated to the Rainy Day Fund at the same time.
The fund shail may not exceed $25-000,000 $26,000,000 which shall
may not lapse, but remain in a contlnulng carrying account to
carry out the purposes of thlS Act.

Sec. GG-2. 36 MRSA §457 as amended by PL 1987, ‘c. 769, Pt.

§150, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

telecons
1. Definitions. As e in i ion unl he
ntex otherwi indi e win e v h
ollowi m ings
A "Tal mmuni ion in " m 'son_en a i

B. "Telecommunications person r rty" mean rsonal

property used for the transmission of any interactive 2-way
communications, 1nc1ud1na voice, i e a and
information. Transmis i i incl he
s f any medi h wires, cables, community antenna
levision her roa n mi W r
waves, light waves or any comblngg ion of those of similar
media. Telecommunications personal property includes -
gualifying property used to provide telegraph service.
mmun i i erson includ
property used solely to provide value-added nonvoice
i in which mputer processin ication r
to act on .the form, content, code and protocol of the
information ransmi 4a nle hose services r
rovided under ‘tariff roved Public ilities
‘Commission. Telecommunications personal property does not
incl in r multilin andard lephone instruments.
Notwithstanding section 551, "telecommunications personal
property” includes any interest of a telecommunications
usiness in les.
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SENATE AMENDMENT "// " to H.P. 192, L.D. 274

2. Tax imposed. A state tax is imposed on
telecommunications personal property.

3. g;g ination of ] ust valu ue . g state tax ;g ; EQ§§Q

upon valu n wnershi
f th xabl r.
4. Assessment. Th x_ A hall s X
on_telecommunications. personal property angd or leased by a
lecommuni ion in T r 1
roper wned r ed by a__person who is not gb

5. Assessment procedure Th : b4 n 1 mmunication
personal property of a telecommunications business is assessed in

ccord with the followi

A. Beginning in Januar 2 n_annual a ment _mus e

made in June of that year and is payable in 2 equal payments
in the following October and May.

. In ne_ 1991 nn ment. m i is
ayable in full in October 1991,

C. An itional ment m m i 1
n ion i h ion i
r i i 1 n f in M 1992
6. £ en ’ f
follows.
A, For 11 assessmen mad ursuan s ion
aragraph nd B n £ m 1

to 27 mllls multiplied by the previous p;; lst just value
of taxable property.

B. For all assessment made pursuant .to subsection 5,
20.

raph u £ en
mills multipli vi Apri i v £
ax r r

C. The tax assessed by municipal assessors is at the rate

27 mills for h xable vear. The date of assessment

must bhe consistent with other property subject to property

taxation by the municipality.
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SENATE AMENDMENT "H " to H.P. 192, L.D. 274

7. Collection. Tgxgg assessed by the State Tax Assessor

must be enforced as generally provided by this Title. Taxes
assessed by municipal assessors must be enforced as other locally
ersonal r xes.'

Further amend the bill by relettering the Parts to read
consecutively. ' ' :

FISCAL NOTE

This amendment has the following effect on:

1990-91
Appropriations/Allocations
General Fund ’ $18,000,000
Revenues ‘ . )
...General Fund o $18,000,000

This amendment increases the appropriation to the Maine
Rainy Day Fund by $18,000,000. The additional appropriation is
offset by $18,000,000 in additional General Fund revenue from the
telecommunication personal property tax.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment increases the cap on the Maine Rainy Day Fund
and increases the amount appropriated to the fund within the new
maximum amount of $26,000,000. These funds remain available for
the 1992-93 biennium. To offset this additional cost, this
amendment also adjusts the state tax on telecommunications
personal property to collect an amount of revenue more consistent
with histo;ic levels.

(Senator BOST)
SPONSORED BY:

COUNTY: Penobscot

Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant to Senate Rule 12.
(2/12/91) (Filing No. S§-18)
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