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L.D. 74

(Filing No. H-360 )

STATE OF MAINE ,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ;
115TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '/‘ " to H.P. 53, L.D. 74, Bill, "An Act
Regarding Liability for Persons Responding to Oil Spills"”

Amend the bill in section 1 by striking out all of
subsection 9-B (page 1, lines 27 to 29 in L.D.) and inserting in
its place the following:

‘9-B Marin i ill ontingen Pl "
i i ntingen Plan" n ntji lan for
i r r in rdan
ith thi hehapt .

Further amend the bill in section 2 by striking out all of
subsection 4 and inserting in its place the following:

' Limi iabili responders Notwi in
i of law the iabilit of a r n
r nt i i r il 3 or
W i i i W r
h n n joini he £ th i rn
by thi £
A i r m
n h r £ action
k m f ren n r ssi n
vi ngi nt wji ion ntingen Plan, a
ingency . n h t : i 11 ill
Contingency Plan or as otherwise directed by the federal
- n rdin r £h issioner, -
Paragraph A :
T r r wWr hg
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " /1" to H.P. 53, L.D. 74

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment brings that portion of the bill dealing with
limited immunity for responders into conformity with the federal
law governing that immunity. It deviates from the federal law by
extending responder immunity to cover civil 1liabilities and
penalties. This amendment ensures that someone is respomsible
for all damages incurred by making any damages for which a
responder may otherwise ©be 1liable the 1liability of the
responsible party. The immunity extends only to discharges or
threats of discharges of o0il into or upon any coastal waters,
estuaries, tidal flats, tidal waters, beaches and lands adjoining
the seacoast of the State, not all discharges prohibited by the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 543, :

The original bill referred to immunity for volunteer
responders under the hazardous materials law. That law applies
to waste o0il, but not necessarily to o0il in general. This
amendment deletes the reference to that chapter. No immunity or
limitation of liability is lost, however, because this amendment
applies to all responders to oil spills, regardless of whether
they are compensated. ’

This amendment adds a definition of "responsible party" that
applies only to the liability section.
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